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BILL SYNOPSIS 
 

Committee:  Ways and Means 

 

Bill: 24-0493 
 

 

Sale of Property – 1807 Harlem Avenue 
 

 

Sponsor:   President Mosby at the request of the Department of Housing and Community Development 

Introduced:   February 26, 2024  

 
For the purpose of authorizing the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore to sell, at either public or 

private sale, all its interest in certain property that is located at 1807 Harlem Avenue (Block 0108; Lot 

030) and is no longer needed for public use; and providing for a special effective date. 

  

Effective: On the date it is enacted 

 

Agency Reports 

City Solicitor Favorable 

Department of Finance Favorable 

Department of Housing and Community 

Development 

Favorable 

Department of Real Estate Favorable 

Department of Planning Favorable 

Office of Equity and Civil Rights Favorable 

Board of Estimates Must be approved by BOE 
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Analysis 
Current Law 

 

Article V – Comptroller; Section 5(b); Baltimore City Charter; (1996 Edition) outlines the rules, 

regulations, and mandates for Sale of Properties. 

 

Background 

 

1807 Harlem Avenue is in the 9th Council district in Baltimore City’s Harlem Park neighborhood. 

 

If approved, Council Bill 24-0493 would sell the property located at 1807 Harlem Avenue (Block 0108; 

Lot 030) to the Little Flowers Early Childhood and Development Center, Inc.  The property is a surplus 

school, which operated as the Harriet Tubman Elementary School and later, the Roots and Branches 

Charter School.  The school building was constructed in 1976 and officially closed in 2021. 

 

Under the 21st Century School Buildings Program, Baltimore City Schools are required to surplus school 

buildings owned by the Mayor and City Council over the next 10 years to determine the re-use of each 

site.  The Development Division of the Department of Housing and Community Development issued a 

public RFP for the property in 2022, and it was awarded to Little Flowers Early Childhood & 

Development Center, Inc.  This Baltimore-based non-profit organization provides low-income children 

and families with childcare services through comprehensive early learning and intervention programs, 

including before-school, after-school, and weekend enrichment programs.  The curriculum focuses on 

social, emotional, physical, cognitive, and language development. 

 

This sale can potentially complement residential development occurring in the 1500-1600 block of 

Edmonson Avenue, the 500 block of N. Gilmor Street, and the 500 block of N. Mount Street.  Also, the 

neighborhood associations for Harlem Park and Sandtown-Winchester, an adjacent neighborhood, are 

actively updating their neighborhood master plans with goals of strengthening occupancy and energizing 

both neighborhoods. 

 

Upon approval by the Mayor and City Council, the Board of Estimates would have to approve the deal to 

finalize the disposition. 

 

Also, see the attached pictures. 

 

Additional Information 
 

Fiscal Note:  None. 

Information Source(s):  Baltimore City Charter, 21st Century School Buildings Program, Little 

Flowers Early Childhood & Development Center Inc., and all agency reports received as of this writing. 

 

Analysis by: Niya N. Garrett  Direct Inquiries to (410) 396-1268 

Analysis Date: April 8, 2024 
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DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

EBONY M. THOMPSON,  

CITY SOLICITOR 

100 N. HOLLIDAY STREET  

SUITE 101, CITY HALL 

BALTIMORE, MD 21202 

 

April 5, 2024 

 

 

The Honorable President and Members  

  of the Baltimore City Council 

Attn:  Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary 

Room 409, City Hall 

100 N. Holliday Street 

Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

 

Re:  City Council Bill 24-0493 - Sale of Property – 1807 Harlem Ave. 

  

President and City Council Members: 

 The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 24-0493 for form and legal 

sufficiency.  The bill would allow the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore to sell its interest in 

the property located at 1807 Harlem Ave. and declaring it no longer needed for public use.  The 

bill also provides for a special effective date. 

        

 Article V, Section 5(b) of the Baltimore City Charter grants the Department of Real Estate 

in the Comptroller’s Office the power to arrange for the disposition of any building or parcel of 

land no longer needed by the City for public use, if that sale is approved by the Board of Estimates.  

Assuming the agency reports reveal that the property is no longer needed for public use, this is the 

appropriate ordinance to authorize disposition of the subject property. Therefore, the Law 

Department approves the bill for form and legal sufficiency.   

 

 

                                                                        Sincerely, 

 

                                                                      
                                                                     Elena R. DiPietro    

 

 



 

 

 

cc:   Ebony Thompson, City Solicitor 

Nina Themelis, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations 

 Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor 

 Jeff Hochstetler, Chief Solicitor 

 Ashlea Brown, Chief Solicitor 

 Michelle Toth, Assistant Solicitor 
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