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HEARING NOTES

Bill: 22-0140R 


Title Informational Hearing – Permit Reforms


Committee:  	Economic and Community Development
Chaired by: 	Sharon Green Middleton

Hearing Date:  	October 30, 2023
Time (Beginning):	2:10 PM	
Time (Ending):	3:10 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Sharon Green Middleton	John Bullock 		Odette Ramos	
	

Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	☐ YES    ☒ NO    ☐ N/A
Motioned by:	
Seconded by:	
Final Vote:	

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
Jason Wright – Department of Housing & Community Development
Stephanie Murdock – Department of Housing & Community Development
Jason Hessler – Department of Housing & Community Development

Major Issues Discussed


1. Chairwoman Middleton called the hearing to order and read the bill title and purpose.
2. The floor was open to Councilwoman Ramos, the bill’s sponsor, for opening remarks
3. The floor was open to Agency reports
a. Reports included a presentation from the Department of Housing and Community Development – a slide deck is included in the bill file.
4. The floor was open to questions from the committee members.  Topics included:
a. Updates from the fire department and fire marshal.
i. Marshal’s office is adding to its inspection teams.
ii. Currently down two inspectors, but will be backfilling these positions.  Currently has 25 inspectors.
iii. The deputy mayor is looking to add 3 new positions to the office.
b. Site visit to permit office to be planned for council members
c. Training and webinars on the new permit system
i. DHCD is working with BCIT on this
ii. Some of the trainings will be in Spanish
iii. Software is in English but can be translated using Google Translate and other tech.
iv. Concern that Google translate is not always accurate and members encouraged the use of other tools like AI.
d. How will we deal with atypical permit requests?
i. It gets complicated when there are requests outside of the code – which can done – those need to go to the permit liaison.
ii. The new software is well-tested and can handle most requests.
e. The floor was open to public testimony – see the attendance sheet in the bill file.
5. The hearing was recessed

Further Study

Was further study requested?					☒ Yes    ☐ No

If yes, describe. 
For Finance – are the three new fire marshal positions in the current budget?  Or are they being proposed for the 25-26 budget. 

Committee Vote:

Sharon Green Middleton:	N/A
John Bullock:	N/A
Mark Conway:	N/A
Ryan Dorsey:	N/A
Antonio Glover:	N/A
Odette Ramos:	N/A
Robert Stokes:	N/A



Anthony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	October 11, 2023
				
Cc:	Bill File
	OCS Chrono File
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