



HEARING NOTES

Bills: 23-0444, 23-0446, & 23-0448 


23-0444 - Charter Amendment - Inner Harbor Park
23-0446 - Zoning - C-5-IH Inner Harbor Subdistrict - Amendment
23-0448- Urban Renewal - Inner Harbor Project I - Amendment 21


Committee:  	Economic and Community Development
Chaired by: 	Sharon Green Middleton

Hearing Date:  	February 13, 2024
Time (Beginning):	2:30 PM	
Time (Ending):	6:30 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 140
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Sharon Green Middleton	John Bullock		Mark Conway 		Antonio Glover
Odette Ramos		Robert Stokes		Ryan Dorsey	

Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final votes taken at this hearing?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Motioned by:…………………………………………………..(Respectively)Stokes, Glover, Stokes
Seconded by:……………………………………………(Respectively) Conway, Middleton, Conway
Final Vote:	23-0444 – Recommend Favorably with Amendments, 23-0446 Recommend Favorably, & 23-0448 Recommend Favorably with Amendments

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
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Hilary Ruley – Department of Law
Liam Davis – Department of Transportation
Corin Johnson - Department of Transportation
Chris Ryder – Planning Commission
Allison Kenedy - Department of Housing and Community Development
Christmas Age – Parking Authority
Ava Richardson – Office of Sustainability 
Caitlin Audette – Planning Commission
Michael Moiseyev – Department of Finance





Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairwoman Middleton called the hearing to order.
2. The Chair read three bills into the hearing to be discussed simultaneously:
a. 23-0444 - Charter Amendment - Inner Harbor Park
b. 23-0446 - Zoning - C-5-IH Inner Harbor Subdistrict - Amendment
c. 23-0448- Urban Renewal - Inner Harbor Project I - Amendment 21
3. Councilman Costello the sponsor for all three bills made opening comments about the bills.
4. The floor was opened to agency reports and questions from the committee members (topics included):
a. How do these bills protect parkland in the inner harbor outside the development area?
i. The bills would limit the development to under 4.5 acres. 
b. What plans has the Department of Transportation made for the inner harbor if these bills are not passed?
i. None at this time
c. How much parking is currently in the inner harbor, how is it utilized? And what are the rules around new parking structures in the harbor area?
i. Presently there are about 13,000 spaces in walking distance during the weekends of which 9,000 are not being utilized – less so during the week days.
ii. Parking Authority has recommended in their report space sharing.
iii. Parking has to be hidden or screened and is governed by layers of regulation including that it not be at grade level.
d. UDAP v Planning Commission?
i. UDAP does not take public testimony while the Planning Commission does. 
e. How much can the city expect to pay?
i. The development team is not asking for City funds and does not plan to.
f. Clarification of amendments
i. 23-0444 
1. Amendments clarify the nature of the land being used for development and make sure that it is not classified as parkland.
ii. 23-0448
1. Amendments are technical.  
2. Amendment 4 puts in place a system for legal access and right of way.
5. The floor was open to public testimony – many members of the public came to testify – please see the attached attendance sheets.
6. The floor was open to motions on voting:
a. 23-0444
i. Amendments – motioned by Stokes and seconded by Conway – recommended favorably 6-1 Dorsey voting nay.
ii. Bill - motioned by Stokes and seconded by Conway – recommended favorably as amended 6-1 Dorsey voting nay.
b. 23-0446
i. Bill – motioned by Glover and seconded by Middleton – Recommended favorably unanimously.
c. 23-0448
i. Amendments – motioned by Stokes and seconded by Conway – recommended favorably 6-1 Dorsey voting nay.
ii. Bill - motioned by Stokes and seconded by Conway – recommended favorably as amended 6-1 Dorsey voting nay.
7. The hearing was adjourned.




Further Study

Was further study requested?					☐ Yes    ☒ No

If yes, describe. 

Committee Vote:

Sharon Green Middleton:	see notes.
John Bullock:	see notes.
Mark Conway:	see notes.
Ryan Dorsey:	see notes.
Antonio Glover:	see notes.
Odette Ramos:	see notes.
Robert Stokes:	see notes.



Anthony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	February 15, 2024
				
Cc:	Bill File
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