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HEARING NOTES

Bill: 23-0203R


Title Informational Hearing BG&E & Forestry


Committee:  	Public Safety and Government Operations
Chaired by: 	Mark Conway

Hearing Date:  	
Time (Beginning):	1:05 PM 	
Time (Ending):	1:40 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 20 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Mark Conway 		


[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| YES    |X| NO    |_| N/A
Motioned by:	 
Seconded by:	 
Final Vote:	 

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
Daniele Goodin – BG&E
Nicholas Valentine – BG&E
Samual Seo – Baltimore City Recreation and Parks – Forestry Department


Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairman Conway called the hearing to order, introduced the committee members in attendance, and invited the sponsor to make opening remarks.
2. The forestry department gave a presentation.
3. BG&E gave a presentation.
4. The floor was open to questions from the committee topics included:
a. Maintenance cycles for both BG&E and Forestry.
i. Forestry has a 2-year backlog on service requests.
ii. BG&E is on a 4-year cycle for tree maintenance. 
b. Who maintains responsibility for what areas?
i. Forestry is responsible for park areas, the City's own property, and the right of way.
ii. BG&E is responsible for power lines and their maintenance and the reliability of the power grid.
c. How are disagreements between agencies resolved?
i. There are not many between BG&E and BCRP – but often there is a misunderstanding between the public and who is responsible for what.
d. Does Forestry ever work on private property?
i. Yes, when a tree is infringing on the public right of way or similar situation.
e. Forestry dept – Tree inventory
i. A new inventory is needed.
5. The floor was open to public testimony – none was given.
6. Chairman Conway recessed the meeting.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					|X| Yes    |_| No

If yes, describe. 


· Has the forestry department received the additional 250k from the recent budget process?  If so, what has been the effect on tree maintenance?
· More information on the Forestry maintenance plan – Department noted a neighborhood based approach that was not cyclical in nature.





Committee Vote:

M. Conway:	
K. Burnett:	
Z. Cohen:	
E. Costello:	
A. Glover:	
P. Porter:	
O. Ramos:	
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