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November 17, 2020


The Honorable President and Members
  of the Baltimore City Council
Attn:  Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary
Room 409, City Hall, 100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 2120

[bookmark: _Hlk54002318]                      Re: City Council Bill 20-0218R- Recognizing Systemic Racism
                                                                            as a Public Health Crisis
Dear President and City Council Members:
The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 20-0218R for form and legal sufficiency.  This resolution is for the purpose of urging recognition that systemic racism is the source of a public health crisis among black and brown communities in Baltimore City. This is a result of lack of access to social and economic opportunities, poor housing conditions, water and air pollution, a lack of basic access to affordable fresh foods and public transportation and daily exposure to stressful events due to violence in impoverished neighborhoods. These factors have led to a greater incidence of chronic disease, shortened life expectancies and generally poorer health.  By this resolution the City Council expresses it’s recognition that systemic racism is a public health crisis.

           In general, a City Council resolution is “an expression of opinion or mind concerning some particular item of business coming within the legislative body’s official cognizance.”  Inlet Assocs. v. Assateague House Condominium Assoc., 545 A.2d 1296, 1303 (Md. 1988) (quoting McQuillin Mun. Corp. § 15:2 (3rd Ed.)).  Council Bill 20-0218R is an appropriate resolution to express the Council’s concerns about this particular situation. 

          The Law Department approves Council Bill 20-0218R for form and legal sufficiency as it is a valid method of conveying City Council’s thoughts and ideas regarding this matter.
 

Sincerely,
[image: ]
Elena R. DiPietro

+Chief Solicitor




Cc:      Dana P. Moore, Acting City Solicitor
	Matthew Stegman, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
            Nina Themelis, MOGR
	Caylin Young, President’s Legislative Liaison
            Dominic McAlily, President’s Office
	Ashlea Brown, Special Solicitor
	Victor Tervala, Chief Solicitor
	Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
	Avery Aisenstark





 

	                Sincerely yours,
                                                           [image: ]
   	                   Elena R. DiPietro
                                                         Chief Solicitor






cc:  Dana P. Moore, Acting City Solicitor
      Matthew Stegman, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
      Caylin Young, President’s Legislative Director
      Elena DiPietro, Chief Solicitor, General Counsel Division
      Victor Tervala, Chief Solicitor
      Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
      Ashlea Brown, Assistant Solicitor
      Avery Aisenstark









Chief Solicitor


cc:  	Dana Moore, Acting City Solicitor
	Matt Stegman, Mayor’s Legislative Liaison
            Caylin Young, President’s Legislative Director	
	Elena DiPietro, Chief Solicitor, General Counsel Division
	Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
	Ashlea Brown, Assistant Solicitor
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