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Dear Council Members, 
	I am writing in support of Council Resolution 20-0231R: "Bringing Back Victory Gardens". My name is Eric Oberlechner and I am the Agriculture Director and Farm Manager at Green Street Academy, I have been working on creating, expanding and implementing our farm for the past 8 years. This spring and summer has been especially difficult not being able to fully engage students and the community with hands on experiences working on and with our farm. I decided to try running my Youthworks program virtually this summer by having my Youthworkers be their own community farmers and community leaders and I had them reach out to their neighborhood associations and community organizers to see how they could get involved and maybe learn a lot more about their neighborhoods, as well as creating their own garden at home (all supplies dropped off and donated from our farm). I have found that with community engagement and sustainable practices there comes true pride and ownership over individuals situations and that helps draw interest in making their neighborhoods cleaner and healthier. I used the Victory Garden model to connect the students with reasons why they are gardening and why they should be interested in their own communities. All the time, but especially during the mismanagement of the federal government, your neighborhood, your community, your city, and its representatives impact your day-to-day life the most and your ability to participate in those decisions and efforts is greater. Taking sustainability to the next level by creating opportunities for self-reliance is, in my opinion, the greatest way to uplift yourself and your neighbors. Victory Gardens and increased access to community garden plots will help create a more self reliant and sustainable community. I support Council Resolution 20-0231R.

Thank you,
	Eric Oberlechner
	Green Street Academy 
	7/31/2020
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