



HEARING NOTES

Bill: 21-0077R


Informational Hearing - Implementation of Landlord Licensing

Committee:  	Economic and Community Development
Chaired by: 	Sharon Green Middleton

Hearing Date:  	September 17, 2024
Time (Beginning):	2:20PM	
Time (Ending):	3:30PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 20
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Sharon Green Middleton, John Bullock, Mark Conway, Odette Ramos, Robert Stokes, Antonio Glover
	

Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Motioned by:	STOKES
Seconded by:	RAMOS
Final Vote:	FAVORABLE

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
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· Michelle Toth – Law Department
· Caitlin Audette – Department of Planning
· Jason Wright – Department of Housing & Community Development
· Luciano Diaz – Department of Transportation
· Alejandra Ivanovich – Department of Public Works
· Gabriel Stuart-Sikowitz – Department of Finance
· Chief Heins – Baltimore City Fire Marshal




Major Issues Discussed


1. Chairwoman Middleton called the hearing to order and read the bill title and purpose.
2. The floor was open to reports from the referred agencies on the bill.
a. The Department of Housing and Community Development had a presentation – slide deck in the bill file.
3. The floor was open to questions from the committee members in attendance.  Topics included:
a. What qualifications are needed for a position in DHCDs Licensing and Registration office & Special Investigations Unit?
i. Licensing and Registration office requires a high school diploma and starts at 38,000 per year
ii. SIU does require a criminal background check – salaries start above 50,000 per year.
iii. There has been a lot of trouble filling these positions but both offices are nearly at full staff.
b. Why 2 year and not a 1 year licensing like a liquor license?
i. This is to balance incentives like longer licensing for land lords and the work load for the staff.
ii. Registration for properties is an annual requirement.
c. Do we consistently get the same landlords coming back year after year to renew licenses?  Or do they do this once and drop off.  
i. No data to support either position – anecdotally DHCD believes that good landlords are coming back to complete the process.
d. How can DHCD use data to help with not only enforcement but Licensing and Registration?
i. Exploring the possibility of using data to automate communications – like reminders to renew registration and licensing for properties.  Using 311 to get complaints about negligent landlords so they can be followed up with and possibly fined.
e. How would a 311 complaint be enforced?
i. It would give an avenue for investigators to find landlords who are breaking the law – it can be difficult to get tenants to turn in landlords – even when they are not responsible.
f. Who are the landlords who still need to get their license?
i. Some are mom & pop landlords who don’t know that they have to do this
ii. Some are landlords who’s property is in good condition and they go unnoticed
iii. Some are bad actors.
4. The floor was open to public testimony.
a. Two members of the public testified in person (see attendance record)
b. One member of the public testified on line – Mike Donnelly – Economic Action Maryland.
5. There was a motion on the bill from Stokes seconded by Ramos – the bill was voted favorable by all members of the committee present. 
6. The hearing was adjoined.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					☐ Yes    ☒ No

If yes, describe. 

Committee Vote:

Sharon Green Middleton:	Yea
John Bullock:	Yea
Mark Conway:	Yea
Ryan Dorsey:	Absent
Antonio Glover:	Absent
Odette Ramos:	Yea
Robert Stokes:	Yea



Anthony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	September 17, 2024
				
Cc:	Bill File
	OCS Chrono File
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