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The Baltimore City Health Department (BCHD) is pleased to have the opportunity to review
Council Bill 14-0306 Tobacco Products-Smoking Near Playgrounds, Schoolyards, and Athletic
Facilities. The purpose of this bill is to prohibit the smoking of tobacco products near
playgrounds, schoolyards, and athletic facilities; defining certain terms; creating certain
exceptions; and setting certain penalties.

The Baltimore City Health Department supports this bill because it is in line with the tenants of
the Mayor’s health policy agenda, Healthy Baltimore 2015. Nearly a quarter of Baltimore
residents surveyed in 2011 reported that they were current smokers.! Over twenty-one percent of
youth in Baltimore reported using tobacco in 2010 and reported the initiation of tobacco products
within the last year."

Cigarette smoking causes more than 480,000 deaths each year in the United States. This is about
one in five deaths.™,",” More than 10 times as many U.S. citizens have died prematurely from
cigarette smoking than have died in all the wars fought by the United States during its history. "
Smoking causes about 90% of all lung cancer deaths in men and women. "l More women die
from lung cancer each year than from breast cancer. About 80% of all deaths from chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) are caused by smoking. ™ Cigarette smoking increases

risk for death from all causes in men and women. *

Smoking not only affects the person who smokes, but affects those around them. Secondhand
smoke is the combination of smoke from the burning end of a cigarette and the smoke breathed
out by smokers. Secondhand smoke contains more than 7,000 chemicals..”,™ There is no risk-
free level of exposure to secondhand smoke. Secondhand smoke causes numerous health
problems in infants and children, including severe asthma attacks, respiratory infections, ear
infections, and sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). ™ Some of the health conditions caused
by secondhand smoke in adults include heart disease and lung cancer. **

Children and infants are especially impacted by secondhand smoke. Studies show that older {ﬂ

children whose parents smoke get sick more often. Their lungs grow less than children who do

not breathe secondhand smoke, and they get more bronchitis and pneumonia.”” Wheezing and.
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coughing are more common in children who breathe secondhand smoke. " Secondhand smoke
can trigger an asthma attack in a child. Children with asthma who are around secondhand smoke
have more severe and frequent asthma attacks. ™" A severe asthma attack can put a child's life in
danger.

While we fully support this important bill, we would like it to be amended to include city
swimming pools as well. We believe this amendment fits well within the intent of this legislation
and is in line with the purpose of the bill.

BCHD supports this bill with amendment because it furthers the health of the citizens of
Baltimore City. We will attend the hearing to provide any additional information and answer
any questions that the Council may have.

cc: Angela Gibson, Office of the Mayor
Valerie Rogers, Chief of Staff, Department of Health
Dr. Jacquelyn Duval Harvey, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Health
Amy Samman, Legislative Director, Department of Health
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