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June 27, 2022

Honorable President 
Members of the City Council
c/o Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary
409 City Hall
Baltimore, MD 21202

RE: City Council Bill 22-0214 – Franchise – Underground Snow Melt System

Dear President and City Council Members:

The Law Department reviewed City Council Bill 22-0214 for form and legal sufficiency. City Council Bill 22-0214 would grant a franchise to The Johns Hopkins Hospital to construct, use, and maintain an underground snow melt system under certain terms, conditions, and reservations. The bill provides for an immediate effective date. 

A franchise is in the nature of a contract. See City of Baltimore v. Chesapeake & P. Tel. Co., 92 Md. 692 (1901). Council Bill 22-0214 refers to the Grantee of the franchise as “the Johns Hopkins Hospital, its tenants, successors, and assigns.” The Grantee should be referred to by the name of the legal entity responsible for performing as provided in the franchise. 

[bookmark: _Hlk103078058]The Baltimore City Charter Article VIII, §1 requires that a franchise be granted by ordinance containing the terms and conditions of the grant. Under Art. VIII, §2 of the Charter, a bill granting a franchise must be referred to the Board of Estimates after the first reading of the bill. The Board of Estimates (“BOE”) can establish by vote or resolution the compensation to be paid to the City under the franchise and may alter the terms and conditions under which a franchise is granted. The compensation and the terms and conditions approved by the BOE must be attached to the bill before it can be enacted. See Art., VIII, §2.







If the reference to the Grantee is amended as required and the procedural requirements set forth above are met, the Law Department approves the bill for form and legal sufficiency. 


                                                                             Sincerely yours,
 	        
                                                      	
	         Michele Toth
						     Special Solicitor






cc:  Natasha Mehu 
       Nikki Thompson
       Nina Themelis
       Sofia Gebrehiwot
       Elena DiPietro
       Hilary Ruley
       Ashlea Brown
      Jeff Hochstetler
      Dereka Bolden
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