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HEARING NOTES

Bill: 24-0584


Title Baltimore City Government Entities – Language Access


Committee:  	Public Safety and Government Operations
Chaired by: 	Mark Conway

Hearing Date:  	10/23/2024
Time (Beginning):	1:10 PM 	
Time (Ending):	2:20 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 60 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Mark Conway 		Zeke Cohen	Antonio Glover	Odette Ramos	
	

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| YES    |X| NO    |_| N/A
Motioned by:	 
Seconded by:	 
Final Vote:	 

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)

Catalina Rodriguez Lima – Director of the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs
Joy Scalabrin - Language Access Coordinator Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs

Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairman Conway called the hearing to order, introduced the committee members in attendance, and invited the sponsor to make opening remarks.
2. Councilwoman Ramos who sponsored the bill made opening comments.
3. Agency reports
a. The reports from the referred agencies included a presentation from MIMA[footnoteRef:2] [2:  MIMA – Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs] 

4. The floor was open to questions from the committee and council members.  Topics included:
a. Why does the Department of Planning feel like they are not in the definition of a covered entity 
i. The department does not believe they meet the definition – but they are doing a large amount of the work already including translating documents & appointing a language access liaison.
b. Will all agencies be responsible for translation?
i. MIMA will assist agencies with the translation of vital documents into core languages
c. Will this bill open the city to discrimination lawsuits
i. The Law Department has some amendments to address this concern.  Which have not been drafted yet
ii. The Law department reviewed their proposed amendments – which have not yet been received by the committee.
5. The floor was open to Public Testimony – several members of the public testified.  Please see the attendance sheet in the bill file.
6. The Department of Human Resources at this time offered their agency report to the committee.
7. The floor was open to closing remarks from Councilwoman Ramos
8. Chairman Conway recessed the meeting.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					|X| Yes    |_| No

If yes, describe. 








Committee Vote:

M. Conway:	
K. Burnett:	
Z. Cohen:	
E. Costello:	
A. Glover:	
P. Porter:	
O. Ramos:	



Tony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	
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