CITY OF BALTIMORE
ORDINANCE 0 4 0
Council Bill 2 -0097

Introduced by: Councilmembers Middleton, Schieifer, Conway, Torrence, Ramos, Glover,
Cohen, Dorsey, Porter, Bullock, Stokes

Introduced and read first time: June 8, 2021

Assigned to: Economic and Community Development Committee

Committee Report: Favorable, with amendments

Council action: Adopted

Read second time: September 20, 2021

AN OrRDINANCE CONCERNING
Emergency Security Deposit Relief Act

FOR the purpose of establishing the Emergency Security Deposit ¥oucher Grant Program;
placing a cap on the amount of money the Emergency Security Deposit ¥oucher Grant
Program can glve each famﬁy landlord on behalf ofa far_mly fora secunty deposr: providing

z y 51tV amm; setting forth the
ehglblhty requements for the Emergency Secunty Depos1t ’v‘ouchcr Grant Grant Program;
requiring that the Bepartment-of Housing-and Mayor’s Office of Children and Family

Success-Community Bevelopment adopt rules and regulations to administer the Emergency

Security Deposit Voucher Grant Program,; establishing procedures-onafamily*s-admission
into admission procedures for for the Emergency Security Deposrc *oucher Grant Program;

puttmg certain pnontles in place for dlstnbutmn of securlty deposﬂ: wuch-crs gants

Firbd E ] F : Nehiel : E ) Finddi :
has-used-the-security-deposit voucherimproperly; providing for an appeals process in case of

a fidingofmproperuseof the-security-deposit-voucher-or denial of a security deposit
voucher grant; defining certain terms; and providing for termination of this subtitle on a
certain date.

BY adding

Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal

Sections 6B-1 through 6B=13 6B-10, to be under the new subtitle
“Security Deposit ¥ouchers Grants”

Baltimore City Code

{(Edition 2000)

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CI1TY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the
Laws of Baltimore City read as follows:

Baltimore City Code

Article 4. Housing and Urban Renewal

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS indicate matter added to existing law.
[Brackets}] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates matter added to the bill by amendment.
Strike-out indicates matter stricken from the bill by

amendment or deleted from existing law by amendment.
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SUBTITLE 6B. SECURITY DEPOSIT VOUEHERS GRANTS

§ 6B-1. DEFINITIONS.

(A) IN GENERAL.

IN THIS SUBTITLE, THE FOLLOWING TERMS HAVE THE MEANINGS INDICATED.

(B) DIRECTOR.

“DIRECTOR’” MEANS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE MAYOR’S OFFICE OF CHILDREN

AND FAMILY SUCCESS.

(CYE) FAMILY.

(D) MAYOR'S OFFICE.

“MAYOR’S OFFICE” MEANS THE MAYOR’S OFFICE OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SUCCESS.

(EXG) PROGRAM.

“PROGRAM” MEANS THE BALTIMORE CITY EMERGENCY SECURITY DEPOSIT ¥OUCHER

GRANT PROGRAM.
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Council Bill 21-0097

(FY&® SECURITY DEPOSIT.
“SECURITY DEPOSIT” MEANS AN AMOUNT OF MONEY THAT A TENANT PAYS TO A
LANDLORD THAT THE LANDLORD MUST RETURN TO THE TENANT AT THE END OF THE LEASE
MINUS ANY AMOUNT THE LANDLORD USED FOR THE TENANT’S:
(1) NON-PAYMENT OF RENT;
(2) BREACH OF THE LEASE; OR
(3) DAMAGE TO PROPERTY.

(GYH SECURITY DEPOSIT ¥OUCHER GRANT, VOUCHER GRANT.

“SECURITY DEPOSIT ¥OUEHER GRANT” OR “YOUEHER GRANT” MEANS A ONE-TIME
PAYMENT BY THE PROGRAM OF UP TO $2,000 TOWARD A SECURITY DEPOSIT AND SHALL
NOT BE CONSIDERED INCOME FOR THE TENANT, SUBJECT TO ANY STATE OR FEDERAL LAW
GOVERNING THE SOURCE OF FUNDS FOR THIS VOUCHER.

§ 6B-2. PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.

(A) IN GENERAL.

THERE IS AN EMERGENCY SECURITY DEPOSIT ¥OUCHER GRANT PROGRAM IN BALTIMORE
€y,

(B) PURPOSE.
THE PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM IS TO PROVIDE FAMILIES WHO ARE IN NEED OF PERMANENT
HOUSING ANB-WHEO-HAVE-EOW-INEOMES WITH SECURITY DEPOSIT ¥OUEHERS GRANTS FOR
PERMANENT HOUSING.

(C) ADMINISTRATION.

THE PROGRAM SHALL BE ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARFMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE.
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Council Bill 21-0097

§ 6B-3. 6B-4: RULES AND REGULATIONS.
(A) INGENERAL.

SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS IN THIS SECTION AND SUBJECT TO TITLE 4

{*“ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT - REGULATIONS”} OF THE CITY GENERAL
PROVISIONS ARTICLE, THE DEPAREMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE SHALL ADOPT RULES AND
REGULATIONS TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS PART.

{B) €6) HEARING PERIOD.

IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS SET FORTH IN THE TITLE 4 {“ADMINISTRATIVE
PROCEDURE ACT - REGULATIONS”} OF THE CITY GENERAL PROVISIONS ARTICLE, THE
DEPARTMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE MUST HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING PRIOR TO:

(1) ADOPTING ANY RULES AND REGULATIONS REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION; OR

(2) AMENDING OR REPEALING ANY RULES AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED UNDER THIS
SUBTITLE.

§ 6B-4. 6B-5. PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.
(A) APPLICATION REQUIRED.
FAMILIES SEEKING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM SHALL SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO

THE DEPARTMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE IN THE FORM THE DEPARTMENE MAYOR’S OFFICE
REQUIRES.

(B) ELIGIBILITY.
A FAMILY IS ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM IF THE FAMILY:
(1) RESIDES IN BALTIMORE CITY AT THE TIME OF APPLICATION; AND
- (2) IS-ALOW-BNCOME HOUSEHOLD MEETS THE INCOME REQUIREMENTS FOR A GRANT.

§ 6B-5. 6B-6: PROGRAM ADMISSION.

(A) IN GENERAL.
SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION, ELIGIBLE FAMILIES SHALL BE ADMITTED
INTO THE PROGRAM.
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(B) FUNDING AVAILABILITY.

ADMISSION INTO THE PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS AND IS NOT
AN ENTITLEMENT.

§ 6B-6. 6B=% {RESERVED}
§ 6B-7. 6B-8: V-OUCHER GRANT PAYMENT.
(A) MANNER OF PAYMENT.

A SECURITY DEPOSIT ¥OUECHER GRANT MADE UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE GIVEN
DIRECTLY TO THETENANT-TOPAY THE LANDLORD ON BEHALF OF THE FAMILY,
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(B) AUDITS.

THE DEPARTMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE SHALL CONDUCT AUDITS AT LEAST ANNUALLY TO

ENSURE THAT FAMILIES RECEIVING SECURITY DEPOSIT ¥OUCHERS GRANTS ARE ELIGIBLE
FOR ASSISTANCE:

§ 6B-8. 6B-10. VOUCHER GRANT PRIORITY; EQUITY.

TO ENSURE THAT WOUEHERS GRANTS ARE DISBURSED IN AN EQUITABLE MANNER, THE
DEPARFMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE SHALL PRICRITIZE ¥SGEHER GRANT RECIPIENTS BASED ON:

(1) MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN THE VICINITY OF A FAMILY’S DESIRED PERMANENT
HOUSING, WITH AREAS WITH THE LOWEST MEDIAN INCOME RECEIVING HIGHEST

PRIORITY; AND

(2) WHETHER THE FAMILY HAS RECEIVED A SECURITY DEPOSIT ¥OUEHER GRANT FROM
THE DERPARTMVMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE IN A PRIOR YEAR.
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Council Bill 21-0097

§ 6B-9. 6B-13: DENIAL OF YOUCHER GRANT BY THE DEPARTMENTMAYOR’S OFFICE.

(A) IN GENERAL.

THE PEPARTNVENT MAYOR’S OFFICE MAY DENY A ¥OUEHER GRANT TO A FAMILY IF THE

DEPARTMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE FINDS THAT THE FAMILY:

(1) FAILED TO SUPPLY THE INFORMATION TO THE DEPARTMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE
REQUIRED BY THIS SUBTITLE OR THE RULES AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED UNDER

THIS SUBTITLE;

(2) DOES NOT RESIDE IN BALTIMORE CITY AT THE TIME OF APPLICATION; OR

(3) S NOTLOW-INEOME HOUSEHOED DOES NOT MEET THE INCOME REQUIREMENTS FOR

A GRANT.

(B) WRITTEN NOTICE OF DENIAL.

IF THE DEPARTMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE DENIES A FAMILY 'S APPLICATION FOR A ¥OUEHER
GRANT, IT MUST PROVIDE THE FAMILY WITH A WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE DENIAL,
INCLUDING THE REASONS FOR THE DENIAL, WITHIN 15 BUSINESS DAYS OF THE DENIAL.

(C) APPEAL.

(1) IN GENERAL.

THE FAMILY MAY APPEAL THE DEPARTMENT-S MAYOR’S OFFICE’S DENIAL TO THE
ConMVISSIONER DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT MAYOR'’S OFFICE.
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Council Bill 21-0097

(2) FORMAT OF APPEAL.
IN APPEALING THE DPEPARTMENT-S MAYOR’S OFFICE’S DENIAL, THE FAMILY MUST:
(I) PUT THE APPEAL IN WRITING;

() STATE THE REASONS WHY THE DEPARTMENT MAYOR’S OFFICE SHOULD HAVE
GRANTED THE ¥SUEHER GRANT; AND

(II) SEND THE APPEAL TO THE COMMISSIONER DIRECTOR WITHIN 15 BUSINESS
DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE BDEPARTMENT2S MAYOR’S OFFICE’S WRITTEN
DENIAL.
(3) DECISION.

THE CoMMISSIONER DIRECTOR MUST ISSUE A WRITTEN DECISION WITHIN BUSINESS 15
DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE FAMILY’S APPEAL.

§ 6B-10. COMPLIANCE.

TENANTS AND LANDLORDS INVOLVED IN THE PROGRAM MUST COMPLY WITH ALL STATE AND
LOCAL LAWS REGARDING SECURITY DEPOSITS.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the catchlines contained in this Ordinance
are not law and may not be considered to have been enacted as a part of this or any prior
Ordinance.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance takes effect on the 30 day
after the date it is enacted. It will remain effective through Sctober31-2623 September 30, 2022,
and, immediately after that date, with no further action by the Mayor and the City Council, this
Ordinance will be abrogated and of no further effect.
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Certified as duly passed this 20 day of _September ,20 21

e —

President, Baltimore City Council

Certified as duly delivered to His Honor, the Mayor,
this 20 dayof September 20 21

Chief Clerk

Approved this Pm day of J- ef ""‘\" ; 20;'_

Id
Mayor, Baltimore City

Approved for Form and Legal Sufficiency
This 21st Day of September, 2021.

Ctena P DiPietro
Chief Solicitor
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