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Baltimore City Council – Ordinance 23-0357

Committee referred: Economic and Community Developments
Bill: Ordinance 23-0357- Strengthening Renters’ Safety Act
Date: August 19, 2024			
Requested Amendments

The Maryland Multi-Housing Association (MMHA) is a professional trade association established in 1996, whose members house more than 538,000 residents of the State of Maryland. MMHA’s membership consists of owners and managers of more than 210,000 rental housing homes in over 958 apartment communities and more than 250 associate member companies who supply goods and services to the multi-housing industry.

Upon reviewing the “unofficial reprint 20Aug24” drafted legislation, MMHA has identified several potential amendments that would bring us closer to the goal of holding irresponsible actors accountable while minimizing the disruption to everyday business for multi-housing providers in the City:  

1. Page 3 Section 5-1(G)(ii) adding the word "UNABATED" after the word “MORE”.

2. Page 4, Section 5-1  (G)(iii) reworking this Section to make “high levels” of requests measured against the actual number of units in any allegedly “Priority Building”. It should be a sliding scale based upon the number of dwellings as well as the number of calls to 311, before the stigma of being a “Priority Building” is attached.

3. Page 10 Section (c)(F) this section should not be a prerequisite for the Landlord to affirmatively provide inspection reports to ALL Applicants and Tenants. This is an enormous amount of additional information that may not have any meaning to applicants and/ or tenants, but that will be an enormous and expensive clerical undertaking by the Housing Provider. Therefore, we request adding the language  “UPON REQUEST OF A”  after the words ”record owner” AND STRIKING the words “TO EACH”. 

4. As above Page 15 Section 5-11 (B) should not be a prerequisite for ALL Applicants and existing and Future Tenants but rather should be  given “UPON REQUEST OF A” prospective tenant or existing or renewal tenant, for the same reasons and in Number 3 above. Likewise, Section (C) should reflect that “LICENSING INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST”. This would essentially make Section (C)(3) unnecessary.

In addition to these amendments, we have an additional question: 
Tenants do not always notify the Landlord of problems in their unit. If every complaint goes to 311, whose responsibility is it to notify the Landlord? How does the Landlord get notice and how fast is that notice going to be given to the Landlord so they can get started on the work? Will there be an in-person inspection, with notice provided to the landlord, before there is a violation notice placed on the property?
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