CITY OF BALTIMORE DEPARTMENT OF LAW

STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE, Mayor GEORGE A. NILSON, City Solicitor

101 City Hall
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

June 10, 2011

The Honorabie President and Merbers
of the Baitimore City Council

Atin' Karen Randle, Executive Secretary

Room 406, City Hall

100 M. Holliday Street

baitinere. Marvland 21202

et City Council Bill 11-6685 - Zowing — Plannee Unit Developmenis—
Varances

Dear President and City Council Members:

The Law Department has reviewed City Courcil Bill 11-0699 for form and lepal
sufficiency. The biil amends the City’s Zoning Code to cxpand the instances in which variances
may be granted by ordinance. Currently, a variance may be granted in an ordinance that
authorizes a conditional use. This bill would aimend the Yoning Code 1o allow the granfing of a
varlance in any ordinance authorizing a Planned Unit Development (“PUD”) ar in any ordinaiice
modifying either a PUD or a conditional use,

‘ The City’s Zoaing Code must be amended in order to aiiow for these chanyges because
Section 2.08(ci(2) of Article 66B of the Maryland Code requires the C1ty’s genersl zonmz
ordinance 1/.¢. the Zoning Cede) to specity when the City Council 15 ailowed to grant varianees.
epecia’ exeéphions or conditional uses. Md Code. Art. 665, §2.081)2).

. The Zity Council may want to censider amending Scction 15302 of dhe Zening Code 10
be ciear that tha procedure used to grant vararices in ordinances tor conditional uses wil! b th
same for these additional types of ordinances in which a conaional use can be granted. ‘

Ay amendment to the City's Zoning Code requires advertiserment by nublication in a
newspaper of general circulation in the City at least 15 days before the hearing. Sze Md Code,
ArL. 668, §2 04(b)(2)(1); Zoring Code of Baltimore City, §§16-101(d)(2); 16-402(b)(1); 16-
402{e)(2). In addition, any Zoning Legislation, such as this bull, requires.a Third Reading haold-

ever berore final passage by the Council. See Zommng Code of Baitimore City, §16-404(5).
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Assummg thls bill was properly advertised and 18 hcld -over
Law Department approves it.for form and, legal ::ufhclency :

\_/ery truly yours,

s

Hilary Ruley
Assistant Solicitor

& b George Nilson, City Solicitor
Angela C. Gibson, Mayor’s Legislative Liaison
Elena DiPietro, Chief Solicitor
Ashlea Brown, Assistant Solicitor
Victor Tervala, Assistant Solicitor

beforc Third Reading,..the



