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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF BILL# 25-0036
Property Taxes – Baltimore City Payment in Lieu of Taxes Task Force

TO: Chair McCray, Vice Chair Schleifer, and Members of the Budget & Appropriations Committee

FROM: Tracy Lingo

My name is Tracy Lingo. I am the President of UNITE HERE Local 7. Our Union represents over 1,500 hotel, food service, airport, casino, stadium and event center workers in Baltimore and throughout Maryland.  I am also a resident of Baltimore City District 7. I am submitting this testimony in support of Council Bill 25-0036- Baltimore City Payment in Lieu of Taxes Task Force, and urge a favorable report with no weakening amendments. 
Nearly 200 of our members provide food service and catering for students, faculty, and guests at Johns Hopkins University. Like me, almost all of our Hopkins members are city residents, and many are Baltimore City Schools parents. 
Since the beginning of the Trump Two administration, our city and our Democracy have been under attack. In bargaining to raise standards for Baltimore’s hospitality workers, we have been able to focus on wages and affordable individual health care, because our Blue State of Maryland has chosen to invest in making sure all children have affordable health care through a generous CHIP program. Now, thoughtless cuts at the federal level and layoffs of federal workers endanger Maryland’s ability to continue that program.
Throughout the world organized labor is a pillar of free Democracies. Often our position as the strongest, best organized, and most independently funded civil society organizations puts us in a position to lead fights against fascism. We have taught ourselves how to stand up to bullies who try to make us cower in fear, whether they come in the form of bosses or the kinds of billionaire bosses we now have running the country. Because we know what a fear campaign looks like, our members know that the Trump Administrations targeting of immigrants and particularly of immigrant students for using their First Amendment rights to Free Speech will be used to silence all of us if we don’t oppose them now. 
Since Trump’s inauguration and before it, Local 7 members have worked hard to preserve democracy and free speech. During the first Trump administration over 40 of our members took weeks and months off work to travel to battleground states to defeat Trump and take back the Senate. Here in Baltimore Local 7 is proud to be part of the community and labor coalition which mobilized thousands in opposition to the Trump/Musk agenda on May 1st and continues to build.
Johns Hopkins and other Universities are also under attack from fascism and experiencing deep cuts to their educational and research programs. These attacks hurt not only the Universities, but our community and our democracy. But far from an excuse for these institutions to step back from their commitment to our City, these attacks are the reason that now more than ever, we need these institutions to dig in and help the city bolster itself against the deep cuts and attacks coming from the Trump Administration. 
We are proud of the leadership our Mayor, City Council President and Council have shown in standing up and presenting Baltimore as an alternative vision to Trumps bleak vision of scarcity. A vision in which we all do better, when we all do better. We believe it is true, even in this crisis, that if everyone contributes their fair share, Baltimore can thrive. But this can only happen if our hospitals and universities come to the table and bargain with the communities they exist in honestly and in good faith. This is why we urge you to support Council Bill 25-0036- Baltimore City Payment in Lieu of Taxes Task Force, and the transparent process for PILOT renegotiation that it presents. 




