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Committee Requests: February 25, 2026, Public Health & Environment Committee Hearing
As follows:
1. Zero Waste Hierarchy – shown in the PowerPoint – SEE ATTACHED SLIDE PERTAINING TO SAME
· Requested by Committee member Conway:
· Provide the percentage breakdown for each area listed in the hierarchy. 
2. “I understand that there is a “Request for Information (RFI) – for the Recycling and Collection of Bottles
· Requested by Committee member Ramos: to DPW
· To be presented at the next committee hearing on Zero Waste:  1. What has the DPW asked for and 2. What can the City do regarding the “Recycling and Collection of Bottles - RFI 
3.  Tobacco Products
· Comments regarding the bill in Annapolis regarding tobacco products
· Smoke shops, vape shops, vape batteries, etc.
· What challenges (if any) have DPW experience for disposing of vape batteries or similar products?  Requested by Committee member Blanchard: Provide information and/or data regarding these challenges before the upcoming hearing(s) regarding same.  Note:  a hearing will be held on March 19th regarding Tobacco Retailers and another hearing on March 26th regarding Zoning – Uses - Smoke Shops 
4. Curbside Composting Pilot
· 500 Households and 10 schools for pilot – where did these figures come from?
· Requested by Committee member Blanchard: Please provide: What would the cost be if it was 2,000 households instead of 500 households?
5. The Art of Recycling
· Educating community – is of concern
· We need to get “on the front end” of educating residents!
· Proper use of receptacles – is of concern
· How can we multiply enforcement?
· Why don’t we have people “on the ground” (physically) to teach the community about recycling?  Like in prior years?
· Comments regarding: Having educators in school, as well as getting a return on investments
· Requested by Committee member Torrence: Please provide:
· 1. Which schools are involved in educating the public; to provide the current staffing for same
· 2. What would it look like in terms of staff for an Ideal Program for same?
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6. Composting
· Have we looked at “the modeling” for when we will hit profitability?
· Where would we begin to scale once the facility is at full capacity?  Have we thought this through?
· Comments regarding: The importance of educating the public, that the City will not make a profit from composting for several years.
· Requested by Committee member Torrence: Provide: How the DPW plans to communicate to the public that a profit from composting will not be made for several years?
7. Landfill Tipping Fees Increase
· Comment: Tipping fees tonnage waste increased by 49.2%
· Was there an increase in deposit by private haulers?
· Two (2) types of tipping fees – comments regarding same
· Request by Chairwoman Porter:  Provide the “specifics” of the BRESCO Contract/Agreement  
8. Bulk Waste – Slide #28 – Residential Organics- SEE ATTACHED SLIDE PERTAINING TO SAME
· What falls into the “white bar” in this category?
· From this bar (100%) what percentage falls into:
· Food scraps?
· Yard cuttings/materials?
· What is/are the most valuable material(s) for us to incentivize ourselves to recover?
· Requested by Committee member Conway: Provide a list and/or breakdown of at least the top 10 materials that will/would fit the “market” desires. And what capacity do we have to recover same from our waste stream?”
9. Use of Landfill
· 40% less use of landfill – why?
· Requested by Committee member Ramos: Provide within the next few weeks but no later than the next committee hearing on Zero Waste: Why has the use of the landfill decreased.
10. Remainer of the Zero Waste Goal Since the Inception of the Sustainability Plan
· Do we have any data on which targets have and/or have not been met? And where are we falling short?
· Requested by Chairwoman Porter:  Provide the specific progress to date.  Also, let us know when the 2025 Report will be released (Climate Action Plan)
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11.      Public Testimony was taken (approximately four [4] speakers.
· Requested by Chairwoman Porter:  DPW is to respond to the questions from two virtual speakers, as follows:
· 1. Mr. Sawtell: Is DPW continuing to attempt to get permission to make use of hazardous materials as an alternative to landfill cover?
· 2. Mr. Sanchez:
 A. Why are tipping fees so low for commercial haulers?
          B.  Why is the City still giving a discount rate to dispose of ash?             How is it managed?  And what prevents it from becoming airborne?
