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HEARING NOTES

[bookmark: Dropdown5][bookmark: Text1]:  CC21-0172 - Baltimore City Legacy Residents - Urban Homesteading Program, CC21-0173 - Baltimore City Home Repairs Grant Program, And CC21-0174 - Baltimore City Senior Homeowners Grant Program


[bookmark: Text23]CC21-0172, CC21-0173 and CC21-0174

Committee:  
[bookmark: Dropdown15]Chaired By:   

[bookmark: Text16]Hearing Date:  	Monday, December 20, 2021
[bookmark: Text20]Time (Beginning):	5:00PM	
[bookmark: Text24]Time (Ending):	7:50PM
[bookmark: Dropdown13]Location: 		 
[bookmark: Text21]Total Attendance:	Approx. 100
Committee Members in Attendance:	
		
		
		
		
		


[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check7]Video or audio-digitally recorded?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Motioned by:	Councilmember 
Seconded by:	Councilmember 
Final Vote:	


Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
·  City Council President Nick Mosby
·  Nikki Thompson, Director of Legislative Affairs, City Council President's Office
·      


Major Issues Discussed

1. [bookmark: Text15] City Council President Nick Mosby presented a brief overview of the three (3) pieces of legislation he introduced.  His main purpose for introducing the Bills is to rebuild back underserved communities that have been disproportionally disinvested over the years.  Specifically, these are residents that have remained in blighted, crime and drug infested neighborhoods throughout the city.  The President would like low income residents to benefit from these three (3) pieces of legislation.  The President stated that Baltimore City has a very high percentage of renters and his intention is to create equity and generational community wealth.  According to President Mosby, Baltimore City is a hot investment market.  Investors from outside Baltimore City are constant looking to invest in Baltimore City via the housing market.
2. [bookmark: Text10] Nikki Thompson, Director of the Legislative Affairs' Office, explained the purpose of each Bill:  CC21-0172, CC21-0173 and CC21-0174 and answered, in conjunction with the President, questions and comments.
3. [bookmark: Text11] Councilman Mark Conway asked how many residents of the city are eligible for the various programs, and Nathan Poole, Fiscal Policy Analyst to the President's Office, stated that 17,000 households are eligible.
4. [bookmark: Text12] A designated Baltimore City department will place funds in an escrow account for housing participants.  Participants to the Urban Housing Program will be first time homeowners.
5.  Councilwoman McCray inquired as to what is the average renovation cost to a home?  According to President Mosby, a home that is 1400 to 1500 square feet, which is the average size of home in East and West Baltimore, will cost approximately $140,000 to 150,000 to renovate, which is based on $100 per square footage.  A potential homebuyer could receive an additional $25,000 via the Home Repairs Grant Program.
6.  Councilman Glover asked if the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) has discretion to include neighborhoods outside the designated areas of the map?  The response to his concern, yes they do.  Councilman Glover also asked if there will be home buyers' counseling services available to first time home buyers?  The response is that all participants in the community based program will receive various types of home buying assistance.  The President mentioned that there are an estimated (13) programs in the city that can provide all levels of homebuying assistance to community residents such as NACA and others. 
7.  Councilwoman Ramos asked the President if there is something that can be done to alleviate the "Reverse Mortgage" program?  She feels the program has resulted in a high number of properties landing in Tax Sale.  Council President replied that he believes that the program is regulated by the State, but that would be something he would be interested in as well.
8. Council President commented that seniors living in the city have encountered discrimination for not having homeowners' insurance.
9. In conclusion, the President rendered his closing remarks and recessed the hearing.


Further Study

Was further study requested?					|_| Yes    |_| No

[bookmark: Text18]If yes, describe.  There will be a number of worksessions to follow the hearing.


Committee Vote:

:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	
:	


[bookmark: Dropdown14][bookmark: Text19], Committee Staff					Date:  January 11, 2022

cc:  Bill File
       OCS Electronic File


Form - Hearing Notes - CC21-0172, CC21-0173 AND CC21-0174 (FIRST HEARING)
Page 1 of 2
image1.jpg
OFFICE OF COUNCIL SERVICES
CITY OF BALTIMORE

BRANDON M. SCOTT. Mayor

LARRY E. GREENE, Director

415 City Hall, 160 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
410-396-7215 / Fax: 410-545-7596
email: larry.greene@baltimorecity.gov

@ Printed on recycled paper with environmentally friendly soy based ink.




