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Re: 21-0064R - Investigational Hearing - Urban Farming 

Dear Madam Chair & Members of the Health, Environment & Technology Committee,

My role and organization: I am the UMD Extension Agent for urban agriculture in 
Baltimore City. The University of Maryland Extension (UME)-Baltimore City is 
committed to engaging youth and families to help strengthen communities through a 
community development framework. As the Urban Agriculture Extension Agent, I 
support Baltimore farmers with one-on-one technical assistance, classes and certification 
trainings, and applied research. 

It would not be appropriate for me to advocate for specific city policies, but I can provide 
research-based information that I hope will aid your committee’s discussions.

A brief introduction to urban agriculture: 
A brief UMD Extension factsheet with example photos and graphics, titled “What is 
urban agriculture?” is available online here: https://extension.umd.edu/resource/what-
urban-agriculture  I have attached a copy as a supplement to this testimony. 

Results of a survey of Maryland urban farmers: 
In 2018, I surveyed and interviewed urban farmers in Baltimore City and other urban 
parts of Maryland about their production practices, goals, barriers to success, and 
educational interests. Twenty-nine urban farmers participated in the survey. I have 
attached the published report as a supplement to this testimony, and it is available online 
here: https://www.nacaa.com/journal/452eeb58-36c3-44ac-978d-f2999c49ddb9

The majority of urban farmer survey respondents grew vegetables, fruits, and cut flowers 
in land based production systems using raised-beds, in-ground growing, and high tunnels. 
Urban farmers prioritized balancing numerous goals, including producing food for 
themselves and their communities, creating jobs, and providing income for themselves. 
Financially, urban farmers were similar to the general farming population, with about half 
of respondents farming part-time and selling less than $10,000 of farm products.

When farmers were presented with a list of potential barriers to success, they ranked 
highest access to credit and financing, available land or buildings to rent or purchase, 
labor, and marketing assistance. Other barriers farmers shared in their own words were 
water access, local policies and bureaucracy, and “finding a price point that is attainable 
for the community, while being able to provide a good quality of life for our employees.” 

Sincerely, 

Neith Little
Extension Agent, Urban Agriculture, University of Maryland Extension
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