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HEARING NOTES

Legislative Oversight: LO22-0023


Legislative Oversight Hearing - 2021 Child Fatality Review Report


Committee:  	Health, Environment, and Technology
Chaired by: 	Danielle McCray

Hearing Date:  	February 16, 2022
Time (Beginning):	10:05 AM 	
Time (Ending):	11:35 AM 
Location: 		Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 35 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Danielle McCray	John Bullock		Mark Conway		Ryan Dorsey
Phylicia Porter		James Torrence	Isaac “Yitzy” Schleifer
	

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| YES    |X| NO    |_| N/A

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)

Cathy Costa, Department of Health
Rebecca Dineen, Department of Health
Nick Wilson, Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement
Faith Leach, Mayor’s Office of Children and Family Success
Debra Brooks, Baltimore City Public School System
Shannon Conway, Police Department 
Maj. Latonya Bishop, Police Department
Anita Hagley, Fire Department
Yousuf Ahmad, State’s Attorney’s Office

Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairwoman McCray called the hearing to order and discussed the need to prevent child fatalities.
2. Cathy Costa and Rebecca Dineen presented on the purpose and approach of the Child Fatality Review (CFR) Team, and the findings and recommendations from the Team’s most recent report (presentation in file). Nick Wilson discussed the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement’s (MONSE) work and emphasized the need to address violence as a public health issue. Yousuf Ahmad discussed the State’s Attorney’s efforts to secure a state appropriation to support violence reduction efforts related to child fatalities.
3. Agency representatives responded to Councilmember questions:
a. Who is ultimately responsible for ensuring implementation of the recommendations? Each agency is responsible for implementation within its subject area. B’more Healthy Babies works to coordinate efforts for the youngest children. There is not similar coordination for older children, but creating a coordinated approach is part of the immediate goals. 
b. How is implementation reported and tracked to ensure accountability? MONSE will serve as the accountability arm and review status with the agencies quarterly.
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]How is implementation status communicated to the public and other stakeholders for transparency? There will be a public dashboard on the Health Department’s website with data and recommendations. The second iteration of the dashboard will include progress on implementation.
d. Have agencies requested American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding to support any of the recommendations? MONSE has requested funding for staff to review cases. The agencies will send information on other requests to the committee following the hearing.
e. Is the disparity in male deaths consistent across ages? Yes, the disparity exists across all ages and causes.
f. Are vehicle crash deaths considered preventable? During the 2016-2020 period there were 11 child deaths in motor vehicle crashes and all were considered preventable.
g. Can the CFR consider environmental conditions, such as road design? Members of the CFR Team have looked at traffic design as part of the review. 
h. Can the CFR Team share the data it uses? It can share the forms used to collect data and follow up with some additional information, but it cannot share any identifying information related to child fatalities.
i. How many homicides were committed by caregivers? There were 24 homicides committed by a parent or caregiver. Homicide by a caregiver is the leading cause of death for 0-3 year olds.
j. What was the leading cause for 16-17 year olds? Gun violence.
k. Are the race disparities consistent across ages? Yes.
l. Does the neighborhood breakdown of child fatalities correspond with substance abuse? A neighborhood breakdown for substance abuse may not be available for comparison, but, looking at the cases, child fatalities and substance abuse often intersect.
m. Does the CFR process look at intergenerational incarceration? The CFR Team collects information on past incarceration and criminal charges for parents and caregivers. It often lacks data on extended family members but looks at their history when possible.
n. Are service providers getting cultural competency training? B’more Health Babies has included efforts to ensure all providers are trained.
o. What is the Police Department’s role in protecting at-risk children? Officers are trained to recognize when a child may be at risk. The Child Abuse Unit investigates suspected child abuse, provides guidance to other officers, and works with other agencies to review and respond to cases of abuse.
p. What is the Baltimore City Public School System (BCPSS) doing to prevent suicide? BCPSS has wellness support teams with specialists to support students and their families. BCPSS also has emergency intervention policies for when a student is threatening to harm themselves or others. 
q. What is BCPSS doing to address chronic absences? BCPSS reaches out to families to provide support and maintains a hotline for truancy reporting.
r. What are some success stories of programs created based on CFR Team recommendations? The Department of Social Services hired a full-time investigator who also helps develop policies and training. Policies for follow-up with drug exposed babies have also been successful.
s. What percentage of prior recommendations were implemented, and, if some were not implemented, what were the reasons? Many of the recommendations fit into existing work and programs and have been implemented that way, but the City has lacked a comprehensive strategy when it comes to older children. Insufficient and inconsistent funding has also been an issue.
4. Chairwoman McCray recessed the hearing.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					|X| Yes    |_| No

If yes, describe. 

1. The agencies will send information on ARPA funding requests to support implementing recommendations in the CFR report.
2. The Health Department will provide the data collection forms used to evaluate the circumstances of child fatalities.
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