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LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT 

 

Committee:  Legislative Investigations 
 

Legislative Oversight # LO 23-0031 

 

 
Baltimore City’s Analysis on the Sale or Control of Conduit System 

 

 

Purpose: 

  

For the purpose of discussing the deal with Baltimore Gas and Electric regarding the city’s conduit 
system and to obtain information from the executive administration about the City’s plan for the 
maintenance, capital improvements, or any other terms of the duties under the franchise agreements 
related to the underground conduit system. 

 
 

Agencies/Organizations Reporting 

 

Mayor’s Office  

Baltimore Gas and Electric 

Department of Public Works 

City Solicitor’s Office 

Comptroller’s Office 

Department of Transportation 

Department of Finance 

 

 

Analysis 

Current Law 
 

Baltimore City Code  - Article 1 

§ 1-4. Committee on Legislative Investigations. 

(a) Committee established.  

A standing committee of the City Council is established, to be known as the Committee on Legislative Investigations. 
(b) Composition.  

(1) The Committee comprises 5 Councilmembers, to be appointed from time to time by the Council President, with the 

approval of the City Council. 

(2) The President, with the approval of the Council, shall designate 1 member as the Committee’s Chair and another member 

as the Committee’s Vice-Chair. 
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(c) General functions 

On its own motion or at the request of any person, the Committee may: 
 (1) study the continuing operations, efficiency, and functions of the several departments, bureaus, commissions, boards, and 
agencies of the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore; and  
(2) investigate complaints or allegations of faulty operations, inefficiency, or malfunctioning in any of these departments, 
bureaus, commissions, boards, and agencies.  
(d) Oaths and subpoenas. 

 (1) In undertaking any study or investigation under this section, the Committee may:  
(i) on motion approved by a majority of its members, issue subpoenas: 

 (A) to compel the attendance of witnesses; 
 (B) to compel the production of any relevant papers, books, accounts, records, documents, and testimony; and  
(C) to cause the deposition of witnesses to be taken, in the manner provided by law for taking depositions in a 
 civil case; and 

        (ii) administer oaths to all witnesses. 
 (2) For purposes of paragraph (1) of this subsection, papers, books, accounts, records, documents, and testimony are considered 
relevant if they: 

  (i) refer or relate to the matters under study or investigation; 
 (ii) assist in assessing the credibility of a witness; 

              (iii) contradict or corroborate the testimony of a witness; or 
              (iv) demonstrate the existence of undue influence on a witness. 
 (e) Service of subpoena. 

 A subpoena issued under this section shall be served: (1) in the manner provided by law for service of a subpoena in a civil 
action;  
(2) at least 10 calendar days before the time that the subpoena sets for attendance or for the production of papers, books, accounts, 
records, or documents; and 
 (3) with the following: 

 (i) a statement of the subject of the study or investigation to which the subpoena relates;  
(ii) if the subpoena requires the appearance of a person, notice that the person may be accompanied by counsel; and 
 (iii) a copy of this section and of any rules adopted by the Committee under this section.  

(f) Enforcement of oaths and subpoenas. 

 (1) If a person subpoenaed under this section fails to comply with the subpoena or fails to testify on any matter on which the 
person may be lawfully interrogated: 

 (i) the Committee may petition the Circuit Court of Baltimore City to order compliance with the subpoena; and 
 (ii) on petition, the Court may: 

 (A) pass an order directing compliance with the subpoena or compelling testimony; and 
 (B) enforce its order by proceedings for contempt. 

 (2) False swearing by a witness before the Committee is subject to the penalties of perjury. 
 (g) Committee rules. 
 (1) The Committee may adopt rules to govern its procedures under this section, including the conduct of hearings under this 
section. 
 (2) These rules may not be inconsistent with the provisions of this section or of any other applicable law. 
 (h) Reports and recommendations. 

 On completion of a study or investigation under this section, the Committee shall report to the members of the City Council, the 
Mayor, and the Board of Estimates:  

(1) the results of that study or investigation; and 
 (2) any recommendations it may have for:  

(i) the more effective operation of any of these departments, bureaus, commissions, boards, and agencies; 
 (ii) legislative, administrative, and budgetary improvements; and 
 (iii) if the Committee has reasonable grounds to believe that a criminal offense has been committed, referral 

to the appropriate prosecuting authority. 
§ 1-5. Agencies to provide budget status reports. 

 (a) Reports required. On or before November 1, February 1, May 1, and August 1 each year, the City agencies 
so requested shall file quarterly budget status reports with the Budget and Appropriations Committee of the City 
Council. 

 (b) Contents. Each report shall contain the information required by the Committee and be in the format 
requested.  

(c) Public hearing. The Committee may hold a public hearing for those agencies not reporting or those showing 
a projected deficit for the fiscal year.  
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(d) “City agency” defined. The words “City agencies” include the City trustees and all City sponsored and 
financed nonprofit corporations.  

§ 1-6. Agencies to provide legislative information. 

 It shall be the duty of the head of every City department or bureau established by the Baltimore City Charter or by ordinance to 
provide all technical materials, plats, drawings, and information that are requested by any member or the President of the City 
Council for the purpose of introducing legislation into the Council.  
 
§ 1-7. Disorderly conduct prohibited. 

(a) Prohibited conduct. 

 No person shall act in a disorderly manner to the disturbance of the public peace at any meeting or committee meeting of the 
Baltimore City Council, whether the Baltimore City Council be meeting at Baltimore City Hall or at any other location.  
(b) Penalties.  

(1) Any person who continues to violate the prohibitions of this section after a request for order by the presiding officer 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine of not more than $500 or be 
confined in jail for a period of not more than 60 days or be both fined and imprisoned in the discretion of the court.  

(2) Any person violating the provisions of this section after having been convicted of a prior violation of this section 
occurring within the preceding 12 months shall be fined not less than $100 for each violation and may be imprisoned for not 
more than 10 days if the fine is not paid.  

 
Background 

 

On February 9, 2023,  agency representative(s) and others came before the Committee to discuss and/or 
respond to concerns regarding the status, sale and/or control of the City’s conduit system.  Public testimony 
was also received where persons made comments and/or expressed concerns regarding same.    
 
The hearing was called to recessed. 
 
Attached are copies of: 

 Information (via memorandum) requested by the Committee from the executive 
administration 

 Various news articles related to the matter at hand. 
 
On Thursday, February 23, 2023 the hearing will reconvene. 
 

 
 

Additional Information 
 

Fiscal Note:  None 
 

Information Source(s):   Baltimore City Code, Google search and any reports or documentation  
                                              reviewed or received before or after the February 9, 2023 meeting. 
 

     
Committee Staff: Marguerite M. Currin     Date: February 21, 2023 
Direct Inquiries to:   (443) 984-3485 
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SEE ATTACHED 
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Council members complain about transparency 

over fate of city's conduit system 

 
by Jeff Abell 

Monday, February 6th 2023 

 
 

BALTIMORE (WBFF) — City Council members complain they were never advised 

about talks with BGE over the fate of the city's conduit system. 

"There's been no transparency. There's been no information," said Councilman 

Isaac "Yitzy" Schleifer. 

The city is negotiating with the utility over a proposal which would give BGE 

almost exclusive control over the conduit system. 

The 700-mile underground system carries electric and other utility cables. 

 

Right now, BGE pays $28 million a year to occupy the system. 

However a draft agreement calls for BGE to no longer pay rent and, in turn, 

spend more than $130 million to improve the system. 

"I think it's a slap in the face to the voters of Baltimore City," said former Mayor 

Jack Young after voters approved a measure in November calling for the city to 

maintain ownership of the conduit system. 

On Thursday, the city council will open an investigative hearing into the draft 

agreement. 



"I think the biggest part is trying to really understand the motivation of the 

administration. What factors are they pulling together to say 'we really need to 

do this now," said Council President Nick Mosby. 

Thursday's hearing will attempt to shed light on 'who' stands to benefit the most 

from the agreement. 

"BGE has increased rats for ratepayers over the past few years yet they're still 

enjoying low cost use of our conduit system and benefitting from the city. " said 

Schleifer. 

"So the question here is, 'what's in it for the taxpayers'"? asked Schleifer. 

(16:55:43(SCHLEIFER) "THEY'RE ABLE TO MAKE A DECISION CUT A DEAL AND 

NOBODY KNOWS ABOUT IT AND WHAT THE COMMITTEE WILL BE ASKING IS 

FOR DETAILS WHICH WE SHOULD HAVE HAD A MONTH AGO." 

COUNCIL MEMBERS HAVE CALLED FOR AN INVESTIGATIVE HEARING ON 

THURSDAY.....AS THEY STRUGGLE TO UNDERSTAND 'WHO' STANDS TO 

BENEFIT THE MOST.... 

 (16:54:35) (SCHLEIFER) "BGE HAS INCREASED THE RATES FOR RATE PAYERS 

OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS YET THEY'RE STILL ENJOYING LOW COST USE OF 

OUR CONDUIT SYSTEM AND BENEFITING FROM THE CITY. SO THE QUESTION 

HERE IS....WHAT'S IN IT FOR THE TAXPAYERS?" 

 



Baltimore City, BGE amend conduit use agreement amid 

fears of selling 

Photo by: WMAR  

By: Ryan Dickstein 
 
Posted at 4:12 PM, Feb 07, 2023 

  

BALTIMORE — Baltimore City and BGE have amended a 2016 agreement 

for the use of its underground conduit system. 

Part of the revised agreement requires BGE to pay the City an annual $1.5 

million maintenance fee through at least December 31, 2026. 

BGE will also be responsible for up to $120 million in Capital 

Improvement projects throughout the length of the agreement. 

Under the agreement, the City maintains full ownership of the 700-mile 

conduit system which contains critical electric and fiber-optic cables that 

powers a majority of the city. 

BGE also takes on liability for any system failures during their work on the 

conduit. 

The City's Board of Estimates still has to approve the agreement, which 

they will review on February 15. 

“The proposed agreement with BGE allows for a shared responsibility in 

increased improvement efforts to the 700-mile capital structure, 

ultimately reducing the amount of money that the City pays year after year 

for conduit maintenance,” said Mayor Brandon M. Scott. “This is a 



sensible agreement that gives the City an opportunity to demonstrate good 

stewardship over this valued and vital asset.” 

There had been some fear that the City would sell the conduit, despite 

residents voting against that possibility in last November's General 

Election. 

City Council President Nick Mosby recently called on the Scott 

Administration to provide analysis on their future plans for the conduit 

system at a February 9 legislative oversight hearing. 

"[Scott] and other members of his administration have confirmed that 

they have been working on an agreement to give near full control over our 

conduit system to BGE," said Mosby in a recent letter to his constituents. 

"While BGE is a great partner to have, we cannot allow a for-profit 

company to make unilateral decisions on our public infrastructure. His 

administration has even retained a consultant to help make the best 

decision possible but the consultant has not even had a chance to complete 

their work and make recommendations." 

Read the entire agreement with BGE  - see attached. 

 























Baltimore City Council committee to subpoena documents 

on conduit proposal with BGE: ‘How can we trust what you 

say?’ 

By Emily Opilo 
Baltimore Sun 
• 
Feb 10, 2023 at 7:51 am 
 

Workers impacted by the contracts one way or the other sit in the audience as Baltimore 

City Council's new investigative committee meets for the first time to begin a probe 

into the city's conduit agreement with BGE. (Karl Merton Ferron/Baltimore Sun) 

A Baltimore City Council committee investigating a proposed management 
agreement with Baltimore Gas and Electric Co. for the city’s conduit system 
has agreed to issue several subpoenas after voicing concerns about the 
proposal. 

The subpoena vote came at the end of a hearing that lasted more than four 
hours Thursday night — the first meeting since the committee was 
established in response to the swiftly moving proposal. Council members 
lamented the lack of communication from Mayor Brandon Scott’s 
administration about the proposal — many learned of the deal via media — 
and a lack of analysis about what it might do to customer rates. 

“If it’s the right thing to do, the analysis should be completed,” City Council 
President Nick Mosby said. “If it’s the right thing to do, we should see the 
findings that lead us this way. If it’s the right thing to do, let’s take our time 
and do it right.” 

 

Corren Johnson, interim director of the Baltimore City Department of Transportation, 

holds examples of conduit while testifying about the conduit agreement between the 

city and BGE. (Karl Merton Ferron/Baltimore Sun) 

Scott proposed signing an agreement to shift maintenance of the 700-mile 
subterranean utility system to BGE in exchange for a reduction in annual 
rent payments that the company pays for using the conduit. As proposed, 
BGE would invest $134 million in capital improvements to the system over 
four years, as well as paying a $1.5 million annual “occupancy fee.” 



Currently, Baltimore pays to maintain the system, which is more than 100 
years old. BGE pays rent to occupy 76% of the conduit’s space. Under that 
agreement, which expired in June, BGE has paid no more than $28 million 
annually, said Ebony Thompson, the city’s solicitor. 

Under the proposed agreement, BGE would invest $34.5 million annually, 
Thompson said. 

The proposal, which officials said was not finalized until this week, is on the 
agenda for consideration Wednesday by the city’s Board of Estimates. Scott 
sits on the five-member board and appoints two additional members, giving 
him control. The two remaining members, Comptroller Bill Henry and 
Mosby, have expressed concerns about the plan. 

Mosby convened the council’s legislative investigations committee 
Monday with unanimous approval from his fellow council members. 

Over the course of the multihour hearing, committee members peppered 
officials with the city’s law department and Department of Transportation 
with questions about the advantages and disadvantages of the deal and the 
pace at which is it moving. 

Council Vice President Sharon Green Middleton chastised administration 
officials for not being forthcoming with information about the proposal, 
drawing suspicion, she said. 

“How can we trust what you say?” Middleton said. “I’m tired of getting stuff 
in the last minute. To me, it shows you’re hiding something.” 

 



Mayor announces conduit deal with BGE; critics 

insist 'the math doesn't add up' 

 
by Jeff Abell 

Tuesday, February 7th 2023 

 
3 

BALTIMORE (WBFF) — One day after Baltimore city council members called for 

an investigative hearing on proposed changes to the conduit system, Mayor 

Brandon Scott announced that the deal is done. 

"We know it's a good deal for the city. We're very confident of that," said 

Mayor Scott. 

The agreement gives BGE broad control over the city's underground conduit 

system, which houses 700 miles of utility cables. 

In November, voters passed a charter amendment that bars the city from 

selling the system, which, Mayor Scott insists, is not happening. 

"We're not selling the conduit," insisted Mayor Scott after announcing the 

agreement with BGE. 

Former Mayor Jack Young, however, accuses the Mayor of violating the will of 

voters and agreeing on a bad deal for city taxpayers. 

"The math doesn't add up for me," said Young. 

"Mayor Scott is saying we'll have complete ownership, in my opinion, in name 

only because BGE can do what they want, how they want," said Young. 



On Monday, city council members complained they were never informed 

about negotiations with BGE and called for an investigative hearing on 

Thursday. 

"I think the biggest part is trying to really understand the motivation of the 

administration," said City Council President Nick Mosby. 

"They're able to make a decision, cut a deal and nobody knows about it," 

complained City Councilman Isaac "Yitzy" Schleifer. 

The proposal is expected to sail through Baltimore's Board of Estimates since 

the Mayor and his Appointees on the Board have the majority of votes. 

 



Baltimore City Council launches investigative 

committee to look into proposed conduit deal 

By Emily Opilo 
Baltimore Sun 
• 
Feb 06, 2023 at 7:11 pm 

Auto (225p) 
es Off 

Baltimore City Council has formed an investigative committee to study Mayor 
Brandon Scott’s plan to sign a management agreement for the city’s 
underground conduit utility system with Baltimore Gas and Electric Co. 

The committee, which is authorized by city code and has subpoena powers, 
was announced Monday by Council President Nick Mosby during the group’s 
virtual lunchtime meeting. The council voted unanimously Monday evening in 
favor of creating the committee. 

The committee will be chaired by Councilman Eric Costello and include 
council members Sharon Green Middleton, Robert Stokes, Isaac “Yitzy” 
Schleifer and Danielle McCray — all Mosby’s selections. Scott, Mosby and all 
of the council members are Democrats. 

The council had already announced a hearing Thursday by the new committee 
for 5 p.m. 

Mosby has raised objections to the administration’s plan for the conduit. It 
calls for BGE to stop making payments for its use of the conduit in exchange 
for covering annual maintenance costs for the system. Baltimore’s conduit 
includes more than 700 miles of terra cotta pipe to carry utility lines beneath 
the city. 

BGE is the biggest user of the system, which dates to 1898, occupying 76% of 
the conduit. Currently, the city government pays to maintain the system and 
leases space inside to various utilities. Other notable users include cable 
company Comcast. 

Scott’s administration fast-tracked the deal, announcing the proposal will be 
considered by the Board of Estimates at its next meeting on Feb. 15. Scott sits 



on that five-member board and controls two additional seats. That means the 
measure should be approved — unless the mayor changes course. 

Scott’s plan would require BGE to undertake $134 million in capital 
improvements over the next four years and pay $1.5 million annually for 
maintenance. About $34.5 million is expected to be invested by the utility 
annually — $6.5 million more than BGE is currently pays to rent space in the 
system, according to the administration. 

If BGE does not spend $134 million in four years, the city would get the 
remainder in a lump sum, according to Scott’s spokesman. 

Mosby, who sits on and chairs the Board of Estimates, has raised concerns 
about the deal violating the spirit of a charter amendment passed by city 
voters in November. That amendment bars the sale or lease of the conduit 
system. 

“It is clear that the administration is set to disregard the clear directive from 
our voters,” Mosby wrote in an email Monday to city residents. He urged 
residents to attend Thursday’s hearing. 

During the council’s midday Monday meeting, Mosby argued forming the 
committee was a “good action to take” in light of the proposed conduit 
agreement. 

“While BGE is a great partner to have, we cannot allow a for-profit company 
to make unilateral decisions on our public infrastructure,” Mosby told 
residents in his email. 

Baltimore code calls for the legislative investigations committee to be a 
standing or permanent committee. However, the committee has never been 
staffed by Mosby since he took office in December 2020. 

City code allows the legislative investigations committee to look into 
complaints of inefficiency and other problems within the city’s departments, 
bureaus and commissions. The committee has the power to issue subpoenas, 
which means it can compel witnesses to attend meetings and produce 
documents, including books, accounts and records. 

Mosby said Monday he felt that subpoena power was necessary to thoroughly 
investigate the conduit agreement. The council president said he learned of 
the proposal through media reports rather than communication from the 
mayor’s office. 



Scott argued last week the deal under consideration is neither a lease nor a 
sale. Asked if he believes a maintenance agreement would violate the spirit of 
the charter amendment, he reiterated that he is neither leasing nor selling the 
system. 

Scott’s staff did not respond to a request for comment. 

Discussions about alternatives for the conduit system began last year, just 
ahead of the passage of the charter amendment. City officials argued the cost 
of maintaining the system has ballooned beyond the revenue it generates and 
said the city is losing $7 million annually on the system. 

In November, Scott’s administration proposed hiring a consultant for 
$50,000 to explore the “best and highest use” of the system. A vote on the 
contract was delayed until after the election at Mosby’s request, then approved 
in mid-November. Work on that contract is incomplete. 

 















Baltimore Councilman proposes abolishing Board of 

Estimates following BGE conduit "debacle" 
Proposal to end Board of Estimates after BGE Conduit debacle 

 

By: Ryan Dickstein 
Posted at 4:02 PM, Feb 16, 2023  

BALTIMORE — Wednesday's Board of Estimates vote giving BGE more 

control over Baltimore City's underground conduit system has one 

councilman calling for the committee to be abolished. 

Zeke Cohen says he plans to introduce a bill that would authorize a task 

force that could recommend democratizing or abolishing the Board of 

Estimates. 

The proposal comes one day after Council President Nick Mosby and City 

Comptroller Bill Henry skipped out on a vote in hopes of preventing the 

BGE agreement from going through. 

Mayor Brandon Scott played an instrumental role in ushering in the deal, 

which keeps the conduit under City ownership. 

“A former Council President once wisely warned us of this bad outcome 

while leading the fight to democratize the Board of Estimates,” says 

Cohen. “That Council President was Brandon Scott. The debacle over the 

BGE conduit deal is a brutal indictment of our Strong Mayor system of 

government in Baltimore." 

Prior to the board approving the BGE agreement, some had been worried 

Scott was in talks of selling the conduit. 



Now that concern has moved onto whether or not the deal gives BGE too 

much power. 

That's Mosby and Henry's reason for skipping out on the vote. 

"The proposed underground conduit system agreement with BGE, which 

we believe allows BGE to reduce its fee structure and receive complete 

control of capital improvements, warrants time for public discussion and 

a thorough explanation as to the full impact this will have on the people of 

Baltimore now and in the future," Mosby and Henry said in a joint 

statement. 

Scott meanwhile says it's a good deal for the City, as it will bring millions 

in fees paid by BGE. 

"When I was elected Mayor, I made a commitment to always do what is in 

the best interests of the residents of this City," said Scott following the 

vote. 

 



Mayor Scott calls BGE conduit contract criticism 

part of 'political silly season' 

 
by Mikenzie Frost | mbfrost@sbgtv.com  

Thursday, February 16th 2023 

 

BALTIMORE (WBFF) — After a state lawmaker unleashed criticism about a 

contract Mayor Brandon Scott backed between the city and Baltimore Gas and 

Electric for the city’s underground conduit system, the mayor fired back, turning 

up the pressure on the issue. 

State Sen. Mary Washington, D-Baltimore City, was critical of the deal between 

the city and BGE – the same deal that City Council President Nick Mosby and 

City Comptroller Bill Henry protested approval by skipping the Board of 

Estimates meeting. On Twitter, Washington said she is “officially done with 

watching this Mayor destroy any credibility left in the Office of the Mayor of 

Baltimore City.” 

“Enough is enough,” Washington wrote on Twitter, followed by a thread of her 

reasons. 

After not answering questions Thursday morning about Washington’s 

comments, Mayor Scott was asked again in Annapolis at a different event. 

Mayor Scott doubled down on his commitment to the deal, which has been 

described by critics as rushed, made behind closed doors, and gives BGE control 

over the city’s conduit. Mayor Scott said Sen. Washington was “unfortunately 

misinformed” and wished she would have picked up the phone and called him 

with her concerns rather than going public. 

 



 RELATED | BOE approves conduit deal with BGE despite absence of two 

board members 

“When you go straight to Twitter, to me that's more about clout chasing,” When 

you speak about things you know not of, you get yourself into a lot of trouble.” 

Sen. Washington did not respond to questions sent by FOX45 News about her 

comments or respond to requests for an interview. She previously ran for mayor 

and Mayor Scott said the attacks were political. 

“We know this is political silly season and folks are going to say political silly 

things but that's not a fight I’m not going to get into,” Mayor Scott said. 

When asked what he stands to gain personally from the deal that has captured 

intense controversy, Mayor Scott scoffed at the question and said his ethics 

have never been called into question. He said he wouldn’t put his personal 

benefit before the wellbeing of the residents of Baltimore. 

The state senator isn’t alone in her concerns. Councilman Zeke Cohen also took 

to Twitter Thursday and said he felt the agreement had been rushed, and called 

for reform on the Board of Estimates, which is the city’s spending board tasked 

with approving contracts. 

Wednesday, Council President Mosby and Comptroller Henry called on 

Attorney General Anthony Brown to investigate the contract, and potential 

lawsuits have been discussed given the contract between Baltimore and BGE 

was approved with three members of the BOE – since Mosby and Henry skipped 

in protest. 

“We will see what happens with that but good luck to them both,” Scott said 

when questioned about the investigation request and potential litigation. 



The contract allows BGE to have access to the more than 700-mile conduit 

system underground in Baltimore City. Under the contract, BGE would pay 

Baltimore $134 million for system improvements between 2023 and 2027. On 

top of the improvements, BGE would be on the hook to pay Baltimore $1.5 

million annually in maintenance fees. 

RELATED | Mayor announces conduit deal with BGE; critics insist 'the math 

doesn't add up' 

In November 2022, Baltimore voters approved a charter amendment 

prohibiting the sale of the city’s conduit. Mayor Scott has said the deal he’s 

supported doesn’t flout the will of the voters since Baltimore City would still 

own the conduit. 

Rev. Al Hathaway, a community activist, said the mayor’s response is playing 

semantics with the will of the voters, noting the contract gives BGE control over 

the conduit, and could raise rates for city taxpayers. 

“I think it’s quite unfortunate that the mayor took it upon himself to use the 

power of his office” to get the deal done, Hathaway said. “I think the pressure 

from the corporate interests should not exceed the pressure for the Baltimore 

of what is the best deal.” 

Mayor Scott was questioned by FOX45 News if he would go work for BGE if he 

lost re-election in 2024; the mayor again scoffed and said he won’t lose re-

election. 

“I’m never going to work for BGE, I’m a public servant,” Scott said. “That's how I 

live my life.” 

 



BOE approves conduit deal with BGE despite 

absence of two board members 

 
by Maxine Streicher 

Wednesday, February 15th 2023 

BALTIMORE (WBFF) — Two chairs sat empty at the Baltimore City Board of 

Estimates meeting Wednesday as City Council President Nick Mosby and 

Comptroller Bill Henry decided to sit out in protest on a vote that would give 

BGE broad control of the city's underground conduit system. 

However, Mayor Brandon Scott and the board’s two other members, which are 

appointed by him, went ahead and voted anyways approving the deal. 

“When I was elected as the mayor of this city I made a commitment to always 

do what’s in the best interest of the residents of Baltimore. That’s it. Nothing 

else. No political games. No political showmanship, just what’s in the best 

interest of the citizens of Baltimore and this proposed contract is just that,” said 

Mayor Scott. 

ALSO READ | Mayor announces conduit deal with BGE; critics insist 'the 

math doesn't add up' 

The comptroller, city council president, and several city council members 

gathered hours later in opposition claiming the board broke the rules of the city 

charter when voting without two of its members. 

“Mayor Scott appears to be fine conducting business in a manner that abuses 

the power of which the people entrusted him for a transparent open and 

accountable government,” said Mosby. 

They’re now calling on Attorney General Anthony Brown to intervene and 

determine the legality of the board’s actions. 

“If the mayor does not show a willingness to defer an item when the council 

president or I asked for that in the middle of a meeting, then the mayor is going 



to have to live with that in terms of how the people of Baltimore see that kind 

of behavior and whether the people of Baltimore want to see that type of 

behavior in the person in whom they’ve invested such extraordinary power,” 

said Henry. 

The deal with BGE has been highly controversial. 

Just last November city residents voted overwhelmingly to maintain the city’s 

control of the conduit system. 

Last week, city council held a hearing grilling leaders over the agreement which 

the Department of Transportation has said works in BGE’s favor in all aspects. 

Local firms even complained they were never allowed to bid on the system. 

Mosby and Henry said not enough consideration has been given to the 

proposal, and are asking for more information and more time for public 

discussion on how this will impact Baltimore. 

“This is a precious city owned asset that we need to take our time and have real 

recommendations and real options on the table, “said Mosby. 

Mayor Brandon Scott has seemingly been determined to get the deal done 

despite running on a platform of transparency. 

He’s even called in the past to limit the mayor’s power on the board. 

Scott is insistent this deal is nothing short of transparent. 

 “Transparency is one of my personal standards of integrity,” said Scott. 

Most are saying something with this deal just isn’t right. 

“This situation is yet another example of an administration failing to lead in a 

manner that is grounded in respect for others,” said Mosby. 



Mayor Scott's office later released a statement, calling this agreement a "historic 

deal." 

The statement said in part: 

This morning, the Board of Estimates (BOE) approved the City’s agreement with 

Baltimore Gas and Electric (BGE) over the use of the City’s conduit. This is a historic 

deal that results in millions of dollars of additional investment into the conduit 

while also ensuring the City retains 100% ownership over every inch of the conduit 

system. 

"I am here today to reaffirm my intention of moving the agreement with BGE 

forward," said Mayor Brandon M. Scott. "When I was elected Mayor, I made a 

commitment to always do what is in the best interests of the residents of this City." 

"We are committed to moving forward with our city business despite the absence 

the City Council President and the Comptroller. Neither the City Charter 

provisions nor the rules of the BOE allow that detrimental result." said Acting City 

Solicitor Ebony Thompson, "We will continue to follow the BOE rules and 

regulations, and ensure that all necessary steps are taken to ratify contracts and 

obtain the required seals from the Department of Finance." 
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