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HEARING NOTES

[bookmark: Dropdown5][bookmark: Text1]:  CC22-0195


[bookmark: Text23]Inclusionary Housing for Baltimore City

Committee:  Committee of the Whole
[bookmark: Dropdown15]Chaired By:   

[bookmark: Text16]Hearing Date:  	Monday, February 13, 2023
[bookmark: Text20]Time (Beginning):	5:00 PM	
[bookmark: Text24]Time (Ending):	6:40 PM
[bookmark: Dropdown13]Location: 		 
[bookmark: Text21]Total Attendance:	42
Committee Members in Attendance:	
,  , , , , , , , , , , , , , .


[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check7]Video or audio-digitally recorded?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Motioned by:	Councilmember 
Seconded by:	Councilmember 
Final Vote:	


Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
·  City Council President Nick Mosby
·  Councilwoman Odette Ramos
·  Commissioner Alice Kennedy, Department of Housing and Community Development
·  Robert Cenname, Deputy Director, Department of Finance
·  Corliss Alston, Deputy Chief, Housing Authority of Baltimore City
· Doug Smith, Proponent of Inclusionary Housing for Baltimore City
· Barbara Samuels, Director, Fair Housing, ACLU
· Matt Hill, Attorney, Public Justice Center 


Major Issues Discussed

1. [bookmark: Text15] President Nick Mosby opened the hearing and presented a few remarks and deferred to Councilwoman Ramos for further elaboration.
2. Councilwoman Odette Ramos stated she wanted to go over every single amendment to ensure Finance and the Department of Housing and Community Development are in agreement with the proposed amendments and in agreement with the 15% proposed tax credit.  Councilwoman Ramos commented that the amendments are the same ones from the December 2022 worksession.  The proposed legislation removes and includes additional language from the original Inclusionary Housing Bill.  The developer will have to comply with the proposed Inclusionary Housing legislation if the developer plans to construct 20 or more units, receiving signifant subsidy from the city, or acquiring a significant land use authorization.  The new legislation clarifies income levels (add very low or extremely low income e.i. 30 % low or lower AMI.  The legislation also clearly spells out eligibility income levels.  The proposed legislation re-establishes the Inclusionary Housing Board and specifically spells out the qualifications or requirements needed to be on the Board.
3. Councilman Robert Stokes requested that the Inclusionary Housing Board be comprised of (14) fourteen members instead of (10) ten members.  Councilwoman Ramos stated that his recommendation will be discussed further.
4. President Mosby expressed concern regarding Amendment #27, which grants a developer a master- lease to a particular segment of the housing development.  President Mosby feels the practice is discriminatory.  Councilwoman Ramos stated she will further examine the amendment.
5. Councilwoman Ramos made the comment that affordability stays with the property and not with the potential renter.  
6. Robert Cenname, Deputy Director of Finance, stressed that the Enterprise Report states the market outside of the CORE areas are unfeasible.  The lost rent in cost would cause many other city projects to not be built.  Robert feels strongly that the city needs to scrutinize our subsidies to developers.  
7. President Mosby requested that Mr. Cenname bring modeling and projections to the next work session. 
8. According to Councilwoman Ramos, the 50% AMI below income would get an additional 5% subsidy.  HABC explained the payment standards set by the Fair Market Rents published by HUD.  Ms. Alston stated that HABC are bound to stay within payment standards set by the Fair Market Rents.
9. Councilwoman Ramos clearly stated that the Bill is for developers that are currently receiving subsidy from the City.
10. Councilwoman Ramos feels that the Council needs to review and re-do the Tax Credit Program.
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Councilman Cohen stated the discrepancy, at this juncture, is whether to limit inclusionary housing to CORE areas or Citywide, and 60% verses 80% AMI.  There is also the matter of 15.5% Tax Credit and the number of years for the credit.




Further Study

Was further study requested?					|_| Yes    |_| No

[bookmark: Text18]If yes, describe.  Continue to review the amendments and make changes as needed.
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