
 

 

 
 

 

HEARING NOTES 
 

Resolution: 23-0164R 

 

 

Informational Hearing - Board of School Commissioners - Reporting and Structure 

 

 

Committee:   Education, Workforce, and Youth 

Chaired by:  Robert Stokes, Sr 

 

Hearing Date:  November 2, 2023  

Time (Beginning): 5:00 PM   

Time (Ending): 6:10 PM  

Location:   Council Chambers  

Total Attendance: Approximately 20 

Committee Members in Attendance:  

Robert Stokes     John Bullock  

James Torrence Sharon Green Middleton 

  

 

Bill Synopsis in the file? ..............................................................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Attendance sheet in the file? .......................................................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Agency reports read? ..................................................................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded? .........................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file? ............................  YES     NO     N/A 

Evidence of notification to property owners? ...........................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Final vote taken at this hearing? ................................................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Motioned by: ................................................................................................  Bullock 

Seconded by:.................................................................................................  Torrence 

Final Vote: ....................................................................................................  Favorable 

 

 

Major Speakers 

(This is not an attendance record.) 

 

 Ronald McFadden (Chair, Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners 

 Shantel Roberts (Vice Chair, Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners 

 Dawana Sterrette (Director, Legislative and Government Affairs, Baltimore City Board of 

School Commissioners) 
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Major Issues Discussed 

 

1. Education System Structure: The hearing primarily discussed the structure of the Baltimore 

City School Board, its role, and the composition of its members. The focus was on 

understanding the board's functions and responsibilities. 

2. Achievement and Learning Gaps: There was an emphasis on addressing achievement and 

learning gaps among students, particularly in light of the challenges posed by the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

3. Student Safety: The board addressed safety concerns in schools and discussed strategies to 

enhance safety measures, given recent incidents, including shootings affecting students. 

4. Partnerships and Collaborations: The board highlighted efforts to collaborate with various 

stakeholders, including community organizations and law enforcement, to address safety and 

student well-being. 

 

 

Further Study 

 

Was further study requested?      Yes     No 

 

If yes, describe.  

 

1. The committee requested more information on the board's strategies for addressing achievement 

and learning gaps, safety measures, and community collaborations. 

2. Councilman Torrence inquired about potential changes in charter law to retain charter school 

concepts for families when schools close or end a program. 

3. expressed the need to expand school-based health centers and suggested exploring ways to secure 

funding for these centers, especially in healthcare deserts. 

 

 

Committee Vote: 

 

R. Stokes: ....................................................................................................... Yea 

J. Bullock: ...................................................................................................... Yea 

Z. Cohen: ....................................................................................................... Yea 

A. Glover: ...................................................................................................... Yea 

S. Middleton: ................................................................................................. Yea 

J. Torrence: .................................................................................................... Yea 

P. Porter: ........................................................................................................ Absent 

 

 

    Deontre Hayes 

Committee Staff: Deontre L. Hayes      Date: November 3, 2023 

 

Direct Inquiries to: (410) 396-1260 

 








