
	

	

January 24, 2024 
 
 
Danielle McCray 
Chair: Health, Environment, and Technology Committee 
Baltimore City Council 
100 Holliday Street, Room 525 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
 
 
Subject: The Public Health Implications of Tobacco Product Use in Ballparks   
 
 
Dear Committee Members,  
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to public health education, we would like to present 
evidence-based information on the use of smokeless tobacco products and its implications in 
Baltimore City. 
 
In Maryland, tobacco-related illnesses claim approximately 7,500 lives annually.i Smokeless 
tobacco products, increasingly popular among both youth and adults, contain at least 28 known 
carcinogens that pose significant health risks such as oral, pancreatic, and esophageal cancer.ii  
 
The urgency of addressing smokeless tobacco use cannot be overstated, especially considering 
the susceptibility of our youth. The tobacco industry's marketing strategies are particularly 
effective on young people, with alluring flavors and innovative products.iii Approximately 1,000 
kids aged 12-17 initiate smokeless tobacco use each day.iv Notably, the influence of sports role 
models exacerbates this trend, with high school athletes showing nearly double the rate of 
smokeless tobacco use compared to non-athletes.v This alarming statistic underscores the need 
for immediate action to protect this vulnerable population.  
 
Creating an environment in which smokeless tobacco use is not normalized or glorified in 
sporting venues is essential in safeguarding our youth. Several cities with Major League Baseball 
teams have implemented policies to restrict tobacco use in ballparks.vi Such policies have 
garnered public support from most U.S. adults, including 60% of people who personally use 
tobacco products.vii These tobacco-free policies offer a blueprint for effective public health 
interventions that can be applied in our city. 
 
In joining this movement, Baltimore has the opportunity to set a strong, unified example for our 
youth and contribute to a tobacco-free future for sports and public life. By taking steps to limit 
tobacco use in ballparks, we can significantly diminish the harmful influence of smokeless 
tobacco products on our younger population. 
 
We believe that an informed understanding of the health risks associated with smokeless 
tobacco use in public spaces, such as ballparks and other sporting venues, is crucial for making 
decisions that impact the health and well-being of our community. We remain committed to 
providing evidence-based perspective on the health implications of smokeless tobacco product 
use and protecting the public health of Baltimore City. 



	

	

 
Thank you for your timely consideration. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
Joanna Cohen 
Director, Institute for Global Tobacco Control 
Chair, Department of Health, Behavior and Society 
Bloomberg Professor of Disease Prevention, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
 
CC: 
Councilmember John Bullock 
Councilmember Mark Conway 
Councilmember Ryan Dorsey 
Councilmember Phylicia Porter 
Councilmember James Torrence 
Councilmember Isaac “Yitzy” Schleifer 
Staff:  Deontre Hayes 
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