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July 11, 2024

Re: Council Bill 24-0544 - Zoning Harford Road Overlay District

As a resident of Arcadia and more specifically, a homeowner who lives on Weaver Avenue which would

be directly impacted by the changes suggested in the bill, I firmly believe that this proposal will bring

much needed improvements, changing our community for the better. The Overlay District will create

affordable housing, drive up support for local businesses, and make our city more walkable and

enjoyable for all. I write to voice my steadfast support for the Harford Road Overlay District bill.

My husband and I chose to buy a home in Arcadia because of its proximity to green space and its

location within walking distance to a grocery store, restaurants, bars, coffee shops, and other necessary

businesses. We were attracted by the vibrant and welcoming community that was clearly growing. When

we visited open houses, folks were working in their yards and sitting on their porches, while others were

walking down Harford Road to patronize businesses. It is incredibly important for this growth to continue

and for us as city residents to support initiatives that will help our neighborhood thrive. Simply put, we

need more residents and businesses - it is our obligation to help create an environment that allows for

that. This bill is a first step to addressing the current commercial vacancy that exists along Harford Road.

It is also a tangible way to address Baltimore’s dire housing needs by offering more diverse and plentiful

options.

The bill offers our neighborhood the ability to create a more densely populated area, which will in turn

allow for more steady and consistent support of our local businesses. The diversity in housing options

will attract new and different residents - in an inclusive way. There will be more affordable housing for

folks who desire to live in our neighborhood now but that simply cannot for financial or other reasons. If

we are allowed to create multi-dwelling residences, valuable renters like college students, young

professionals (some of whom work at local businesses on Harford Road), divorced parents, elderly folks

(who have called this place home for decades) looking to downsize, members of the LGBTQ and disability

communities, and others desiring to live in a walkable, dynamic neighborhood will be able to live here,

which will bolster the community’s ability to thrive. The folks we are “keeping out” or that have

historically not been able to move into our neighborhood because of the zoning restrictions should also

be able to benefit, thrive, and partake in all that we have to offer. We have always been a community

where rowhouses, cedar shake bungalows, Victorian homes, and formstone cottages coexist. Adding

apartments of different sizes and shapes as well as allowing for the conversion of single family homes

into multi-dwelling units fits into the historic trajectory of this place.

These zoning changes will benefit the current local businesses and create incentives for new businesses

to move in. With a more densely populated and more easily traveled corridor, current businesses will

benefit from increased foot traffic and from folks using public transit or the bike lanes. There are often



nights where these businesses send staff home early based on the trends of less customers. This ripple

effect from the businesses to their staff is something we’ve seen personally and this bill will help address

that lack of consistent patronage. New businesses will also be able to do an assessment that shows

favorable outcomes should they choose to rent or buy here if we have more residents to support their

storefronts. The only way we will be able to do this is if we are allowed to introduce mixed-use

development, invest in new construction, and increase housing opportunity and diversity. There are

other neighborhoods that have benefited from updated Urban Renewal Plans that work in tandem and

collaboration with the business community, and I see this bill as a way to work on similar urban repair

along Harford Road. I also think this endeavor will help keep revenue in the city; there will be less need

“to go to the county” for different purchases if we have our own versions of those businesses along a

walkable and easily traveled (using public transit) corridor.

Opponents say that this bill will damage the existing character of the neighborhood and I strongly

disagree. This bill will enhance our neighborhood’s existing character in meaningful and long lasting

ways. This bill will attract new residents and new businesses. It will encourage current businesses and

residents to stay, and it will increase support for the local economy. I know change is hard for many, but

these changes will make improvements that will benefit us all and others in the future. Now is the time

to think of what we are doing in the present in the name of the collective good. I implore you to stand in

support of this very important bill.

With thanks for consideration,

Allison Seyler


