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TO The Honorable President and Members of the Baltimore City Council

FROM Corren Johnson, Director — Department of Transportation

DATE July 22, 2024

SUBJECT | 24-0544 Zoning - Harford Road Overlay District

Position: No Objection

Introduction

For the purpose of establishing the Harford Road Overlay District; delineating the
boundaries of the district; creating applicable use regulations within the district;
establishing bulk and yard regulations within the district; detailing other applicable
standards within the district; amending certain off-street parking requirements; and
generally relating to the establishment of the Harford Road Overlay District.

Analysis

Council Bill 24-0544 would establish the Harford Road Overlay District, spanning
Harford Road between Argonne Drive and the City Line. Most notably, the district
would facilitate the construction of multifamily dwellings, remove off-street parking
requirements, and limit the construction of new curb cuts along the corridor. This
may serve to encourage denser development and support increased use of transit and
active transportation in the corridor over the long term. The Department is primarily
concerned with the management of curb cuts. For context, curb cuts are allowed to
remain in perpetuity once built, if they are in use and do not pose a safety hazard.
Historically, curb cuts removals have been handled primarily through developer’s
agreements. Under normal circumstances, the Department does not directly perform
the removal of curb cuts. To remove curb cuts on a proactive basis, the City will
need a process to fairly and reliably determine which curb cuts are unnecessary and,
thus, eligible for removal. Removal of curb cuts would likely be performed via
contractor and would additional financial resources.

As previously mentioned, the Department works with developers as needed to carry
out the removal of unnecessary or detrimental curb cuts. The Department can require
a developer to remove a curb cut as part of its developer’s agreement; such
agreements are required for any work which intrudes on City right-of-way (for
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instance, water line connections under roads or sidewalks). The Department may
require a developer to remove curb cuts on their property in this way when the curb
cut is unlikely to be used in the future, such as when the connected driveway
becomes blocked or removed as part of development. As for the rest of the proposed
legislation, the Department will continue to work through existing channels to
analyze and mitigate traffic impacts and react accordingly.

Conclusion

The Department supports efforts to build density and will continue to work with
developers to build a more pedestrian-friendly environment whenever possible. The
Department has no objection to the advancement of Council Bill 24-0544.




