
My name is Valencia Baker, and I have been a resident of the Lauraville Community] for 15 

years. I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Overlay Bill because I 

believe it will have significant negative impacts on our community.” 

I submit that the Overlay Bill will: 

1. Adversely Impact our Community’s Character: 

o The overlay bill could lead to an increase in high-density developments that are 

inconsistent with the unique character of our neighborhood, potentially turning 

our community into an area that feels overcrowded and impersonal. 

o Impose changes in land use, or the introduction of structures or businesses that 

don’t align with the current neighborhood aesthetic or culture. 

2. Traffic and Congestion: 

The proposed changes could significantly increase traffic, leading to congestion on our 

already busy streets, which will not only affect commute times but also pose safety risks 

for pedestrians, especially children and the elderly. 

3. Strain on Infrastructure and Resources: 

o Our infrastructure is already stretched thin, and the additional demands that come 

with increased density could overwhelm our roads, schools, and public services, 

leading to a decline in the quality of life for current residents. 

4. Environmental Concerns: 

o This overlay could lead to the reduction of green spaces and negatively impact 

our local environment, contributing to increased pollution and reducing the 

quality of air and water in our community.” 

5. Lack of Community Involvement: 

o This bill appears to have been developed without meaningful input from the 

community, which undermines our trust in the process. The voices of residents 

who will be directly affected by these changes must be heard and respected.” 

 

I recommend that consideration be given to alternative approaches, such as targeted zoning 

adjustments that respect the existing character of our community while addressing growth in a 

responsible manner.” 

In conclusion and after considerable thought, I strongly oppose the overlay bill because of its 

potential to disrupt our community’s character, increase congestion, strain our infrastructure, and 



negatively impact our environment.  I urge you to vote against the bill or to delay the decision 

until further community consultation can take place. 

I and other community leaders are more than willing to participate in any future discussions of 

changes in land use, or the introduction of structures or businesses that don’t align with the 

current neighborhood aesthetic or culture. 

  


