September 19, 2024
To Whom It May Concern:

As a Lauraville homeowner for 32 years, | am concerned about the Harford Road Overlay
plan as currently proposed.

Saving and promoting businesses along Harford Road is important for maintaining a vibrant
business community. The proposal aims to do so by increasing population density, but this
is only one mechanism by which such promotion could be achieved. In my opinion, re-
zoning to allow conversion of single family homes to multiunit apartments and commercial
development of existing residential property on the streets on both sides of Harford Road is
problematic. On my block of Overland Ave, several houses that have been converted to
apartments are poorly maintained by absentee landlords. Noise can be a problem at all
hours. Trash that is not properly discarded blows and is carried by animals into my yard
frequently. | would hate to see more of the homes converted this way, because these
problems will only increase. And this will of course decrease property values.

If the argument is that large houses are low occupancy and energy inefficient, along with a
housing crisis that needs solutions, why aren’t other neighborhoods included? For example
Mayfield just south of where the Overlay plan starts (and where Ryan Dorsey lives,
ironically) has large homes and low population density. Another argument is that these
neighborhoods are not very diverse. For Lauraville, this justisn’t true.

There are other ways to support the businesses along Harford Road. These have been
outlined clearly by letters from others in the neighborhood. Increasing population density
willimpact many aspects of our community. Why not wait until the new 146-unit apartment
complex (473 beds!) in the 4500 block of Harford across from the fire station is finished to
see how this large expected population increase will affect existing businesses, traffic, etc.
in Lauraville?

In closing, | strongly oppose the Harford Road Overlay Plan.

Sincerely,

(b HHbchema
7

Carolyn Machamer
2907 Overland Ave



