
 

              
 
 
 

BILL SYNOPSIS 
 

Committee:  Ways and Means 
 

Bill: 23-0363 
 
 

Land Bank Authority 
 

 
Sponsor:   Councilmember Ramos & Councilmember Torrence 
Introduced:   March 13, 2023 
 
For the purpose of providing certain unamended authorizing language for context of this Ordinance; establishing 
the Land Bank Authority of Baltimore City; providing for the Authority’s powers, duties, and limitations; providing 
for a Board of Directors, for the selection and terms of the Board’s members, and for the powers and duties of the 
Board; providing certain immunities; providing for certain tax exemptions; and generally relating to the 
establishment and operation of a Land Bank Authority, as authorized by the City Charter. 
  
Effective: Date of it is enacted 
 

Agency Reports 
Law Favorable with amendments 
Department of Housing and Community Development None as this writing 
Office of Civil Rights and Wages None as this writing 
Office of the Comptroller None as this writing 
Baltimore Development Corporation None as this writing 
Board of Ethics No position 
Department of Planning None as this writing 
Department of Finance None as this writing 

Must be referred to the Board of Estimates 
 

Analysis 
Current Law 
 
BY authority of  
Article - Local Government  
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Sections 1-1401 to 1-1431  
Annotated Code of Maryland 
 (2013 Volume and 2022 Supplement)  
 
 
BY authority of  
Article II - General Powers  
Section (65)  
Baltimore City Charter  
(1996 Edition)  
 
BY adding 
Article 5 - Finance, Property, and Procurement  
Sections 22-1 to 22-27, to be under the new subtitle,  
“Subtitle 22. Land Bank Authority”  
Baltimore City Code 
(Edition 2000)  
 
BY repealing and re-ordaining, with amendments  
Article 8 - Ethics  
Sections 2-2, 2-3, and 7-8  
Baltimore City Code  
(Edition 2000) 
 
Background  
 
This legislation aims to directly tackle Baltimore City’s ongoing issue with vacant and abandoned 
properties, which are, according to a 21st Century Cities Initiative’s study, are 90% privately 
owned and tend to have high liens attached to them.  Land Bank Authorities have widely been 
considered a useful strategy in eliminating vacant and abandoned properties, particularly in post-
industrial cities, including Detroit, Philadelphia, and Cleveland. There are currently 200 Land 
Bank Authorities in the country showing fast reduction in vacant and blighted properties. 
 
Council Bill 23-0363 intends to establish a Land Bank Authority (LBA) in the City, which would 
solely focus on “acquiring these properties via In Rem foreclosures and other methods, disposing 
of properties in an efficient, equitable, and community-based manner, and facilitating the 
financing for rehabilitation of homes for affordable and market rate homeownership and rental, 
and demolition of the most dangerous properties…”1.  The LBA would focus on historically 
divested neighborhoods where vacant and abandoned properties are particularly high, and would 
need to be renewed after 15 years. 
 

 
1 (Introducing Baltimore ’s Land Bank, 2023) 
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On the same day, at 10:00AM, the City Council will also hear the companion bill, 23-0362.  This Council 
Bill will permit the Land Bank Authority to initiate and participate in a new in rem foreclosure process on 
behalf of the Mayor and City Council.  Council Bill 23-0363 is crucial in enacting 23-0362. 
 

Additional Information 
 
Fiscal Note:  None. 
Information Source(s):  23-0362, 23-0363, Baltimore Sun, 21st Century Cities Initiative, 
Baltimore City Code, and all agency reports received as of this writing. 
 
Analysis by: Niya N. Garrett  Direct Inquiries to (410) 396-1268 
Analysis Date: September 12, 2024 
 



 
 
 
 

AGENCY REPORTS 
 

23-0363 
 










































































































