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customers with plastic bags for use as carryout or checkout bags.

Plastic bags are primarily made from polyethylene, a non-sustainable and heavily polluting resource.
They constitute a great source of litter for the City and contribute to the total amount of waste entering the
Harbor. Plastic bags in waterways travel far from their point of origin and pose choking, strangling and
ingestion risks to marine animals and other wildlife,

Baltimore City Health Department supports the measure. However, BCHD would like guidance on the
regarding enforcement responsibilities under the bill. If requested, BCHD only has the capacity for
compliance monitoring during regularly scheduled inspections (with the understanding that
additional visits to ensure program compliance would not be possible).

cc: Angela Gibson, Office of the Mayor
Rianna Matthews-Brown, Chief of Staff, Department of Health
Andrew Nicklas, Director of Legislative Affairs, Department of Health
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