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BATE:

The Honorable President and January 22,2018
Members of the City Council

City Hall, Room 400

100 North Holliday Street

At its regular meeting of October 19, 2017, the Planning Commission considered City Council
Bill #17-0116, for the purpose of designating the Metropolitan United Methodist Church
located at 1119 and 1123 West Lanvale Street as a Commission for Historic Architectural
Preservation (CHAP) Landmark.

In its consideration of this Bill, the Planning Commission reviewed the attached previous staff
report that recommended approval of the Historic Landmark. Thus, the Planning Commission
recommended approval of City Councii Bill #17-0116 and adopted the following resolution
nine members being present (nine in favor).

RESOLVED, That the Planning Commission concurs with the recommendation of its
departmental staff, and recommends that City Council Bill #17-0116 be passed by the
City Council.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Wolde Ararsa, Division Chief, Land Use and
Urban Design Division at 410-396-4488.

TIS/ WA
Attachment

cc:  Mr. Pete Hammen, Chief Operating Officer
Mr. Jim Smith, Chief of Strategic Alliances
Ms. Karen Stokes, Mayor’s Office
Mr. Colin Tarbert, Mayor’s Office
Mr. Kyron Banks, Mayor’s Office
The Honorable Edward Reisinger, Council Rep. to Planning Commission
Mr. William H. Cole IV, BDC
Mr. David Tanner, BMZA
Mr. Geoffrey Veale, Zoning Administration
Ms. Sharon Daboin, DHCD
Ms. Elena DiPietro, Law Dept.
Mr. Francis Burnszynski, PABC
Ms. Lindsay Wines, DOT
Ms. Natawna Austin, Council Services
Mr. Paul Plymouth, Council Services

1400-10-53



> f i o
" 5 t -
~— i ‘i —
PLANNING COMMISSION }@2’1
Witbur E. “Bill" Cunningham, Chairman ‘
Carherine E. Pugh Thomas J. Stosur
Mayor STAFF REPORT Director
June 15, 2017

REQUEST: Designate as a Baltimore City Landmark: Metropolitan United Methodist
Church, 1119 and 1123 W. Lanvale Street.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval
STAFF: Lauren Schiszik
PETITIONER/OWNER: Metropolitan United Methodist Church

SITE/GENERAL AREA

Site Conditions/ itectural Description: These two adjacent parcels contain three structures.
1123 W. Lanvale Street is a comer lot facing both W. Lanvale Street and N. Carrollton Street,
which contains two structures that have been connected. The 1871 Gothic Revival stone chape!
designed by Carson & Dixon faces Carrollton Street. A larger 1876 Gothic Revival stone
church designed by Frank E. Davis faces Lafayette Square on W. Lanvale Street and is
attached to the 1871 chapel. At 1119 W. Lanvale Street is a three-story stone parsonage, also
designed by Frank E. Davis, constructed in 1888. The parsonage is separated from the 1876
church by a narrow walkway. Architecturally, these three structures form a cohesive whole and
almost appear te be one contiguous building.

General Area: Metropolitan United Methodist Church is located on the souther side of W.
Lanvale Street at the intersection with Carroflton Avenue. It faces the southern side of
Lafayette Square, one of several park squares located in West Baltimore that were platted out
as community amenities by developers in the mid-to-late 19" century. Metrapolitan United
Methodist Church is one of four historic churches located on Lafayette Square. The majority of
the remaining structures fronting Lafayette Square are large three-stary omately-detailed brick
or stone Italianate rowhouses. The Sellers Mansion, a Baltimore City Landmark, is also located
on Lafayette Square. There is some infill in the area, such as a large high-rise apartment
building and a modem church. There has also been some demolition of rowhouses on the north
side of the Square. However, there is still significant historic integrity overall.

HISTORY
There are no Planning actions related to this property.

This designation is being requested by the congregation. This church was constructed for
Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, which was founded in Lafayette Square in 1868 by
citizens and by the development corporations of Lafayette Square. This congregation still
exists today as Grace United Methodist Church and is located in Roland Park. It was one of the




largest and most influential Methodist congregations in the City during the 19" and 20"
centuries.

In 1927, the church was sold to Metropolitan Methodist Episcopal Church, an African
American congregation that was founded by former slave Trueman Pratt in 1837. This
congregation had been worshipping at Orchard Street Church (also a Baltimore City
Landmark) until purchasing this building from Grace Methodist Episcopal Church. This church
has served as a leader in the Civil Rights movement in Baltimore and nationally. It is still a
very active and engaged congregation in Baltimore City today, providing social services to
citizens in West Baltimore.

CONFORMITY TO PLANS
There is not a neighborhood Master Plan for this area. Thus, staff applied the 2006
Comprehensive Master Plan.

ANALYSIS

Background: This designation is being requested by the Church. As per the landmark
designation process, the CHAP Commission considered this designation at its hearing on May
9, 2017, and determined that the landmark designation meets the CHAP landmark designation
Criteria 1 and 3, as the church is significant for its role in Baltimore City history and for its
architecture.

The Planning Commission and its staff apply all relevant Master Plans to proposed historic
designations. Reviewing this proposal using the Comprehensive Master Plan, staff finds that
this proposed landmark designation meets with planning initiatives. Landmark designation of
this church meets LIVE Goal 2: Elevate the Design and Quality of the City’s Built
Environment through Objective 4: Protect and Enhance the Preservation of Baltimore's
Historic Buildings and Neighborhoods, which states that Planning staff will actively pursue
historic designation.

NOTIFICATION

The following community organizations have been notified of this action:

Baltimore AlIA, Baltimore Heritage Inc., Baltimore National Heritage Area, Harlem Park
Neighborhood Council, Lafayette Square Association, Inc., Parks and People Foundation,
Preservation Maryland, United Urban Roots Foundation, West Baltimore Strategic Alliance,
West Harlem Park Neighborhood Association.

Tur. | Hine

Thomas J. Stosur
Director

Baltimore City Landmark Designation: Metropolitan United Methodist Church, 1119 & 1123 W, Lanvale 2
Street
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Map 1: Map of the praperty.

Baliimore City Landmark Designation: Metropolitan United Methodist Church, 1119 & 1123 W, Lanvale
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Map 2: Close-up map of the site.
Baltimore City Landmark Designation: Metropolitan United Methodist Church, 1119 & 1123 W, Lanvale 4
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Image 2: Annotated aerial view of immediate site, view from above.
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Image 4: Aerial view of site, view from west, showing the side of the 1876 church and the fagade on the 1871
church.
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Iage 5: View from south.
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fmage 6: View of 1876 church fagade on W, Lanvale St.
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Imag 9w of 1876 church facade, at intersection of W. Lanvale St. and Carroilton Ave.
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Image 10: Side elevation of 1876 church facing Carrollton Ave,

Baltimore City Landmark Designation: Metropolitan United Methodist Church, 1119 & 1123 W. Lanvale
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Image 12: View of 1871 church fagade, facing Carrollton Ave.
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Image 14: View of id of 1876 church (left) and facade of 1871 church (right). Note how seamlessly the
structures blend together.

Baltimore City Landmark Designation: Metropolitan United Methodist Church, 1119 & 1123 W. Lanvale i1
Street




Image 15: The parsonage, buill in 1888 and designed by Frank E. Davis.
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