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AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

1 Special Benefits Districts – Bmore Safe Places

2 FOR the purpose of redesignating the City’s Public Safety Conservation Area Program as the
3 NeighborWatch Area Program; setting the requirements for neighborhoods to participate in
4 the NeighborWatch Area Program; creating a Bmore Safe Places Board to implement the
5 NeighborWatch Area Program; requiring the Department of Transportation to post signs in
6 designated NeighborWatch Areas; and generally relating to the NeighborWatch Area
7 Program.

8 BY repealing and reordaining, with amendments

9 Article 14 - Special Benefits Districts
10 Section(s) 16-1 to 16-3, 16-6, 16-8, 16-9, and 16-12
11 Baltimore City Code 
12 (Edition 2000)

13 BY redesignating
14 Article 14 - Special Benefits Districts
15 Subtitle 16.  Public Safety Conservation Areas
16 to be
17 “Subtitle 16.  Bmore Safe Places”
18 Baltimore City Code 
19 (Edition 2000)

20 SECTION 1.  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the
21 Laws of Baltimore City read as follows:

22 Baltimore City Code

23 Article 14.  Special Benefits Districts

24 SUBTITLE 16
25 [PUBLIC SAFETY CONSERVATION AREAS] BMORE SAFE PLACES
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1 § 16-1.  Definitions.

2 (a)  In general.

3 In this subtitle, the following terms have the meanings indicated.

4 (b)  Area.

5 “Area” means an area consisting of 2 or more block faces.

6 (c)  Block face.

7 “Block face” means all properties, including commercial, religious, and residential
8 properties, on 1 side of a street between 2 consecutive intersecting streets.

9 (d)  Board.

10 “Board” means the [Baltimore Urban Lighting] BMORE SAFE PLACES Board established
11 by this subtitle. 

12 (e) [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area.

13 “[Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area” means an area designated as a
14 [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area under this subtitle.

15 § 16-2.  Program established.

16 (a)  In general.

17 There is a [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area Program to promote a
18 crime-free environment in neighborhoods, with priority attention for public upgrades
19 given to neighborhoods that organize themselves to improve their own private lighting
20 and trimming of greenery TO REDUCE INTERFERENCE WITH THE LIGHTING OF THE

21 NEIGHBORHOOD AND ALSO EITHER:

22 (1) REGISTER PRIVATELY-OWNED SECURITY CAMERAS WITH THE CITY; OR

23 (2)  RUN THEIR OWN RESIDENT-BASED OR PRIVATELY-FUNDED SECURITY PATROL.

24 (b)  Availability.

25 The Program is available to all qualified areas of the City.

26 (c)  Qualifications.

27 To qualify for the Program, an area must meet the criteria set forth in this subtitle and in
28 the rules and regulations adopted by the Board under this subtitle.
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1 § 16-3.  Board established.

2 (a)  In general.

3 There is a [Baltimore Urban Lighting] BMORE SAFE PLACES Board.

4 (b)  Composition.

5 The Board comprises the following [18] 21 members:

6 (1) [11] 14 members appointed by the Mayor in accordance with Article IV, § 6 of the
7 City Charter.[, of which:]

8 [(i) 1 must be a member of the Property Owners’ Association of Greater
9 Baltimore, Inc.; and]

10 [(ii) 1 must be a member of the Greater Baltimore Committee.]

11 (2) 1 Councilmember appointed by the City Council President.

12 (3) The Police Commissioner or the Commissioner’s designee.

13 (4) The Director of Recreation and Parks or the Director’s designee.

14 (5) The Commissioner of Housing and Community Development or the
15 Commissioner’s designee.

16 (6) The Director of Transportation or the Director’s designee.

17 (7) The Director of Planning or the Director’s designee.

18 (8) The Director of the Mayor’s Office on Criminal Justice or the Director’s designee.

19 § 16-6.  General duties.

20 The Board shall:

21 (1) publicize and promote the [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area
22 Program established by this subtitle USING MATERIALS APPROVED BY THE BOARD;
23 [and]

24 (2) consider applications requesting designation of areas as [Public Safety Conservation]
25 NEIGHBORWATCH Areas; AND

26 (3) APPROVE THE DESIGN AND SPECIFICATIONS OF THE SIGNS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF

27 TRANSPORTATION MUST PROVIDE IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 16-12(F) OF THIS SUBTITLE.

28 § 16-8.  Rules and regulations.

29 The Board shall adopt rules and regulations to:
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1 (1) govern its procedures;

2 (2) implement the [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area Program; and 

3 (3) otherwise carry out this subtitle.

4 § 16-9.  Applications for designation.

5 (a)  Applications by residents.

6 (1) To be considered for the [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area
7 Program, a neighborhood group, group of residents, or community association shall
8 submit an application to the Board indicating that at least 60% of the residents of the
9 area wish to be designated a [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area.

10 (2) The boundary of the proposed [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area
11 must be dearly identified in the application.

12 (3) In addition, the residents [applying must certify in the application that they have or
13 will have and will use front and rear outdoor lights] MUST CERTIFY IN THE

14 APPLICATION WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING THEY ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE:

15 (I) THE LOCATION AND OWNERSHIP OF ALL PRIVATELY-OWNED SECURITY

16 CAMERAS TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE CITY; 

17 (II) THE FREQUENCY OF ANY RESIDENT-BASED OR PRIVATELY-FUNDED SECURITY

18 PATROL; 

19 (III) A COMMITMENT THAT THEY HAVE AND WILL USE FRONT AND REAR OUTDOOR

20 LIGHTS ON THEIR INDIVIDUAL HOMES; OR

21 (IV) A COMMITMENT THAT THEY WILL TRIM BACK - AND KEEP TRIMMED - ANY

22 PRIVATELY OWNED GREENERY WHICH MIGHT INTERFERE WITH EITHER PUBLIC

23 OR PRIVATE LIGHTING OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD.

24 (b)  Applications by Police Commissioner.

25 If the Police Commissioner determines that a delay would be harmful to the public safety
26 and welfare, the Commissioner may apply directly to the Board to have an area
27 designated a [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area.

28 § 16-12.  Operation of Program.

29 (a)  In general.

30 On designation of a [Public Safety Conservation] NEIGHBORWATCH Area, the City will
31 take the following steps in the Area.
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1 (b)  Private lighting confirmed.

2 Private lighting will be confirmed.

3 (c)  Privately owned [trees] GREENERY.

4 The City Forester will inspect [trees] GREENERY on private property and make
5 recommendations to the owners for trimming ANY PRIVATELY OWNED GREENERY WHICH

6 MIGHT INTERFERE WITH EITHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE LIGHTING OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD.

7 (d)  Publicly owned trees.

8 The City Forester will trim all trees on public property that interfere with or decrease the
9 effectiveness of the street lighting.

10 (e)  Upgraded street lighting.

11 Street lighting will be upgraded on a priority basis, using state-of-the-art technology to
12 achieve the most acceptable level of lighting at the most reasonable cost.

13 (F) SIGNAGE.

14 THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION WILL POST AT LEAST ONE SIGN ON EACH

15 BLOCKFACE OF THE AREA, STATING THAT THIS BLOCK IS PART OF A NEIGHBORWATCH

16 AREA. 

17 SECTION 2.  AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the catchlines contained in this Ordinance
18 are not law and may not be considered to have been enacted as a part of this or any prior
19 Ordinance.

20 SECTION 3.  AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance takes effect on the 30  dayth

21 after the date it is enacted.
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Certified as duly passed this _____ day of _____________, 20___

_____________________________________
      President, Baltimore City Council    

Certified as duly delivered to Her Honor, the Mayor,

this _____ day of _____________, 20___

_____________________________________
Chief Clerk                          

Approved this _____ day of _____________, 20___

_____________________________________
Mayor, Baltimore City                
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