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City COUNCIL E - 079

A BILL ENTITLED

AN ORDINANCGE concerning
Residential Lease Requirements — Required Disclosures
FOR the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing residential
leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special effective date; and

generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.

BY repealing and reordaining, with amendments
Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal

Section(s) 7-3
Baltimore City Code
(Edition 2000)

ol .

**The introduction of an Ordinance or Resolution by Councilmembers at the

request of any person, firm or organization is a courtesy extended by the
Councilmembers and not an indication of their position.
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CITY OF BALTIMORE
OrDINANCE] 8- 137
Council Bill 18-0179

Introduced by: Councilmember Burnett, President Young, Councilmembers Dorsey, Scott,
Bullock, Henry, Pinkett, Middleton, Cohen, Stokes, Sneed, Reisinger

Introduced and read first time: January 22, 2018

Assigned to: Housing and Urban Affairs Committee

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments

Council action: Adopted

Read second time: April 30, 2018

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING
Residential Lease Requirements — Required Disclosures
FOR the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing residential

leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a certain penalty; setting a
special effective date; and generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.

BY repealing and reordaining, with amendments
Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal
Section(s) 7-3 and 7-7
Baltimore City Code
(Edition 2000)

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the
Laws of Baltimore City read as follows:

Baltimore City Code

Article 13. Housing and Urban Renewal
Division 1. Dwellings and Vacant Struciures

Subtitle 7. Residential Lease Requirements

§ 7-3. Information required.
(a) In general.
(1) Each residential lease [shall] MUST contain the following information:
(i) the name, residence address, and residence telephone number or the name,

business address, and business telephone number of the owner of the property,
of

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS indicate matter added to existing law.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law
Underlining indicates matter added to the bill by amendment.

Strike-out indicates matter stricken from the bill by
amendment or deleted from existing law by amendment

dirl 7-042541-3rd2TApr1 8
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Council Bill 18-0179

(ii) the name, residence address, and residence telephone number or the name,
business address, and business telephone number of an agent of the owner
who is authorized to receive court process on behalf of the owner in
connection with the property.

(2) Any owner who is not customarily present in an office in the metropolitan Baltimore
area [shall] MUST include in the lease the information required above for an agent
authorized to receive court process on behalf of the owner.

(b) Changes.

(1) Within 10 days of a change in any information required by SUBSECTION (A) OF this
section to be contained in a lease, the property owner [shall] MUST notify the tenant of
the change.

(2) The notice [shall] MUST be sent to ‘THE tenant by first class mail.

(C) ADDITIONAL REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.

(1) ALONG WITH THE COPY OF THE LEASE REQUIRED TO BE GIVEN TO THE TENANT BY § 7-2
OF THIS SUBTITLE, THE TENANT MUST BE GIVEN A COPY OF A TENANTS RIGHTS
BROCHURE APPROVED BY THE HOUSING COMMISSIONER THAT DISCUSSES:

(1) FREE OR REDUCED PRICE LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO TENANTS;

(I1) PRE-TRIAL AND DAY OF TRIAL MEDIATION PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO RESOLVE
LANDLORD-TENANT DISPUTES; AND

(I) A TENANT’S RIGHT TO KNOW THE AMOUNT OF RENT THAT IS IN ARREARS.
(2) A TENANT MUST ALSO BE GIVEN A COPY OF THE BROCHURE REQUIRED BY PARAGRAPH
(1) OF THIS SUBSECTION AT THE TIME THAT BEHONPROCEEDMNGS ARE-COMMENEED
AGAINST:

(1) ALAWSUIT IS COMMENCED BY THE OWNER OR LANDLORD AGAINST THE
TENANT: AND

{10} IF THE BALTIMORE CITY SHERIFF'S OFFICE IS USED TO SERVE A SUMMARY
EJECTMENT NOTICE, AT THE TIME THAT NOTICE IS SENT TO THE TENANT.

§ 7-7. Penalties

Any property owner OR LANDLORD who leases residential property under a written lease
which does not conform to the provisions of this subtitle, or who fails to give a tenant a copy
of the lease AS PROVIDED IN § 7-2 OF THIS SUBTITLE AND THE TENANTS RIGHTS BROCHURE as
provided in § 7-3(C) OF this subtitle, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction,
shall be subject to a fine of up to $100 for each violation.

dir17-0425{4}-Ird2TApr1 8 2
art13%h18-01 79-Ird A winbr -L£-
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Council Bill 18-0179

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the catchlines contained in this Ordinance
are not law and may not be considered to have been enacted as a part of this or any prior
Ordinance.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance takes effect on the 180™
day after the date it is enacted.

Certified as duly passed this day of MAY 0 ,7"?'91‘;8

President, Baltimore-€ity Council

Certified as duly delivered to Her Honor, the Mayor,

this__ dayof MAI 01204@_ i!: = (a 5! ;

Chief Clerk

Approved this /§~ day of ,20 /¢
Mayor, Baltimore City
Approved For Form and Legal Sufficiency
T /8" _Day ol _llay 2G1L
ff&,m;, o, fr%

Chiet Solicitor
dk17-0425({4}-3rl2TApr1S he
art] Meb| 801 79=Irdtwenbe
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TEP'T LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE

AMENDMENTS TO COUNCIL BILL 18-0179
(1* Reader Copy)

By: The Housing and Urban Affairs Committee
{To be offered on the Council Floor}

Amendment No. 1 &D“ 3 4’ JJEI .;)

On page 2, in lines 22 and 23, strike “EVICTION PROCEEDINGS ARE COMMENCED AGAINST”
and substitute *;

() ALAWSUIT IS COMMENCED BY THE OWNER OR LANDLORD AGAINST THE TENANT:
AND

(11) IF THE BALTIMORE CITY SHERIFF'S OFFICE IS USED TO SERVE A SUMMARY
EJECTMENT NOTICE., AT THE TIME THAT NQTICE IS SENT TQ".

Amendment No. 2

On page 1, in line 4, after “provisions;” insert “setting a certain penalty;”; and on that same
page, in line 8, after “7-3” insert “and 7-7”; and, on page 2, after line 23, insert:

“8§ 7-7. Penalties

Any property owner OR LANDLORD who leases residential property under a written

lease which does not conform to the provisions of this subtitle. or who fails to give a
tenant a copy of the lease AS PROVIDED IN § 7-2 OF THIS SUBTITLE AND THE TENANTS

RIGHTS BROCHURE as provided in § 7-3(C) OF this subtitle. shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine of up to $100 for each

violation.”.

cc18-0179-1s1/2018-04-2 7w Page 1 of 1
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BALTIMORE CITY COUNCIL
Housing And Urban Affairs Committee
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BILL#CC: 18- 0179 BILL TITLE: Ordinance — Residential Lease Requirements
— Required Disclosures
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DEPARTMENT OF LAW
CITY OF BALTIMORE

CATHERINE 1. PUGH, Mayaor

ANDRE M. DAVIS, CITY SOLICITOR
100 N. Holliday Street

Suite 101, Cuy Hali

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

February 23, 2018
! EGCEIVE
The Honorable President and Members ][ FEB 23 2018
of the Bnllir'nore City Council
Room 409, City Hall | FRESIOE S R

100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Re:  City Council Bill 18-0179 — Residential Lease Requirements — Required
Disclosures

Dear President and City Council Members:

The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 18-0179 for form and legal
sufficiency. The bill would require that residential tenants be given a copy of a brochure on
tenant’s rights approved by the Housing Commissioner. Proposed Section 7-3(c)(2) also
requires that tenants be given the same brochure “at the time eviction proceedings are
commenced by the tenant.”

The wording of proposed Section 7-3(c)(2) is vague because there is no court process
called “eviction proceedings.” Rather, Maryland law has several actions that can result in
judgments for repossession of the premises. Md. Code, Real Prop., §8-401, et. seq. In Maryland
District Court, where most landlord-tenant cases are brought, the Courl must order a Warrant of
Restitution before a residential tenant can be evicted. Md. Code, Real Prop., §8-401. Thus, it is
unclear what is required by the language in proposed Section 7-3(c)(2). It is also unclear how
that section would be enforced since it is not referenced in the penalty Section 7-7 of the Subtitle.
Finally, Section 7-5 of the Subtitle places “primary responsibility for compliance with the
provisions of this Subtitle” on the property owner. However, landlords do not need to own a
property to rent it. For example, landlords can be tenants of the properly owner and sublease the
property to another tenant. For these reasons, the language in Proposed Section 7-3(c)(2) is
vague. See, e.g., A.B. Small Co. v. American Sugar Refining Co., 267 U.S. 233, 238-239
(1925)(courts have held a civil “provision invalid as contravening the due process of law clause
of the Fifth Amendment, among others, because it required that the transactions named should
conform to a rule or standard which was so vague and indefinite that no one could know what it
was")(citations omitted). The Law Department is happy to work with the City Council to

rephrase Section 7-3(c)(2) to accomplish its intended purpose.
v

@ Printedd on recycled paper with environmentally friendly soy based ink






Subject to the necessary rephrasing of Proposed Section 7-3(c)(2), the Law Department
approves the bill for form and legal sufficiency.

Very tyly yours,

ilary Rul
Chief Solicitor

cc:  Andre M. Davis, City Solicitor
Karen Stokes, Director, Mayor's Office of Government Relations
Kyron Banks, Mayor's Legislative Liaison
Elena DiPietro, Chief Solicitor, General Counsel Division
Victor Tervala, Chief Solicitor
Ashlea Brown, Assistant Solicitor
Avery Aisenstark






The Baltimore City Department of
HOUSING & COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT

MEMORANDUM

To:  The Honorable President and Members of the Baitimore City Council
c/o Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary

From: Michael Braverman, Housing Commissioner N\m

Date: February 16,2018

rle: City Council Bill 18-0179 - Residential Lease t!equirements — Required Disclosures

The Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) has reviewed City Council Bill

18-0179, for the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made (o tenants signing residential
leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special effective date; and generally

relating to the regulation of residential landlords.

If enacted, this bill would amend Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal, Section(s) 7-3 of Baltimore
City Code to require that a property owner provide an informationa! brochure to the tenant at the time of
lease signing and at the start of the eviction process. The brochure must contain information on

programs for legal representation and mediation and the tenant's rights concerning the amount of rent
that is in arrears.

The Department of Housing and Community Development has no objection to the passage of City
Council Bill 18-0179.

MB:sd

ce: Ms, Karen Stokes, Mayor's Office of Government Relations
Mr. Kyron Banks, Mayor's Office of Government Relations

[E CEIVE]"
| FEB 23 2018 i“_.'

BALTIMORE CITY COUNCIL

N 0 0 5 PRESIDENT'S OFFICE
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Baltimore

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable President and Members of the City Council
Attention: Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary

FROM: William H. Cole, President and

DATE: February 8, 2018

SUBJECT: City Council Bill No. 18-0179
Residential Lease Requirements - Required Disclosures

The Baltimore Development Corporation {BDC} has been asked to comment on City Council Bil!
18-0179, for the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing
residential leases and other related provisions.

As this bill relates to a rental housing issue, BDC defers to the Department of Housing and
Community Development’s recommendation on Bill No. 18-0179.

cc: Kyron Banks

(

0
. ‘;:Jl FEB 13 2018 l
QFC( S (04 ] l

BALTIMORE CITY COUNCIL
HeD

\ECE| \\H;'L

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

36 5. Charles St. Suite 2100 Baltimore, MD 21201 410.837.9305 (1 410.B37.6363






City of Baltimore ol

100 North Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland

Meeting Minutes - Final 21202

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 2:00 PM Du Burns Council Chamber, 4th floor, City Hall

18-0179
Rescheduled from 2-27-18

CALL TO ORDER

INTRODUCTIONS

ATTENDANCE

Present 7- Member John T. Bullock, Member Isaac "Yitzy" Schieifer, Member Kristerfer
Burnett, Member Bill Henry, Member Shannon Sneed, Member Zeke Cohen, and
Member Ryan Dorsey

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

18-0179 Residential Lease Requirements - Required Disclosures
For the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing
residential leascs; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special
effective date; and generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.

Sponsors: Kristerfer Burnett, President Young, Ryan Dorsey, Brandon M. Scott, John T. Bullock,
Bill Henry, Leon F. Pinkett, lll, Sharon Green Middleton, Zeke Cohen, Robert Stokes, Sr.,
Shannon Sneed, Edward Reisinger

The Chair took testimony and continued the Hearing until a later date.

ADJOURNMENT

City of Baitimore Page 1 Printed on 3/27/2018






H H City Council
City of Baltimore T a0
100 North Haolliday Street
- - - Baltimore, Maryland
Meeting Minutes - Final 21202

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 1:50 PM Du Burns Council Chamber, 4th floor, City Hall

Work Session: 18-0179

CALL TO ORDER
INTRODUCTIONS

ATTENDANCE

Present 5- Member John T. Bullock, Member Isaac "Yitzy" Schieifer, Member Kristerfer
Burnett, Member Zeke Cohen, and Member Ryan Dorsey
Absent 2- Member Bill Henry, and Member Shannon Sneed

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR VOTING SESSIONS

18-0179 Residential Lease Requirements - Required Disclosures
For the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing
residential leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special
effective date; and generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.

Sponsors: Kristerfer Burnett, President Young, Ryan Dorsey, Brandon M. Scott, John T. Bullock,
Bill Henry, Leon F. Pinkett, lll, Sharan Green Middleton, Zeke Cohen, Robert Stokes, Sr.,
Shannon Sneed, Edward Reisinger

A motion was made by Member Burnett, seconded by Member Dorsey, that this
Ordinance be Recommended Favorably with Amendment. The motion carried by
the following vote:

Yes: 5- Member Bullock, Member "Yitzy" Schieifer, Member Bumnett, Member Cohen, and
Member Dorsey

Absent: 2- Member Henry, and Member Sneed

ADJOURNMENT

THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

City of Baltimore Page 1 Printed on 4/24/2018






City Council
City Hall, Room 408
100 North Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland

Meeting Minutes - Final 21202

City of Baltimore

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 2:00 PM Du Burns Council Chamber, 4th floor, City Hall

18-0179
Rescheduled from 2-27-18

CALL TO ORDER
INTRODUCTIONS

ATTENDANCE

Present 7- Member John T. Bullock, Member Isaac "Yitzy" Schieifer, Member Kristerfer
Burnett, Member Bill Henry, Member Shannon Sneed, Member Zeke Cohen, and
Member Ryan Dorsey

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

18-0179 Residential Lease Requirements - Required Disclosures
For the purpose of requiring that certain disciosures be made to tenants signing
residential leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special
cffective date; and generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.

Sponsors: Kristerfer Burnett, President Young, Ryan Dorsey, Brandon M, Scott, John T. Bullock,
Bill Henry, Leon F. Pinkett, lil, Sharon Green Middleton, Zeke Cohen, Robert Stokes, Sr.,
Shannon Sneed, Edward Reisinger

The Chair took testimony and continued the Hearing until a later date.

ADJOURNMENT

Clty of Baltimore Page 1 Printed on 3/27/2018
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CITY OF BALTIMORE

CATHIERINE E. PUGH, Mayor

e — — - S e

HEARING NOTES

Bill: CC 18-0179

OFFICE OF COUNCIL SERVICES

LARRY E. GREENE, Director
415 City Hall, 100 N, tHolliday Street
Baliimore, Maryland 21202

410-396-7215 / Fox: 410-545-7596
email: larry.greenc@baltimorecity.gov

Ordinance — Residential Loan Requirements — Required Disclosures -

Committee: Housing and Urban Affairs
Chaired By: Councilmember John Bullock

Hearing Date: March 27, 2018
Time (Beginning): 2:00 PM

Time (Ending): 2:55 PM

Location: Clarence "Du" Bumms Chamber
Total Attendance: 23

Committee Members in Attendance:
John Bullock Zeke Cohen

Isaac "Yitzy" Schleifer Ryan Dorsey
Kristerfer Burnett

Bill Henry

Sharon Sneed

Bill Synopsis in the file? ............ P TTI O T
Attendance sheet in the file?............ I
Agency reports read? ......
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded? ....
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?

X yes

yes
X yes
yes
yes

[Jne
[ Ino
[ no

[Ino-

I:lnla
|:|n/a
[Jn/a
K n/a
X n/a

Evidence of notification to property owners?....... [lyes [(Ono Xwa
Final vote taken at this hearing?... [ yes no [ |n/a
MOtioNEd DY: .o.ccvnvirnrererenssenssasssncssssssssassssesssassssssssssasessonsesssssesasnsssssassonn ....Councilmember
Seconded BY: c.cueivnreisinscriccresonccrssnssscssnsseresasisssssseses Councilmember
T W R e o i et
Major Speakers

(This is not an attendance record.)
e Matt Hill - Public Justice Center
e Kathy Howard - Property Owners Association
e Hilary Ruley - Law Department

@ Printed on recycled paper with environmentally friendly soy based ink






Major Issues Discussed

L. The Chair convened the Hearing and welcomed the assembled guests. He then recognized the
sponsor of the legislation.

2t Councilmember Burmett explained that this bill will give information to tenants that can help
prevent evictions.

3. Tenant’s advocates supported the Legislation because it gives information to renters at an
earlier point in the process.

4, Landlords oppose the bill because it will burden them with undue expense.

5. Hillary Ruley testified The Law Department is concerned with some ambiguities in language in
the Bill. ;

6. Chair Bullock announced that there would be a future session to consider amendments to the
Bill. He then adjourned the Hearing.

Further Study
Was further study requested? [ Yes No

If yes, describe.

Committee Vote:

LI T)

Page 2 of 3






----------------------------------------------------------------

Richard G. Krummerich, Committee Staff Date: 3-27-18

cc: Bill File
QCS Chrono File

Page3of3
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City of Baltimore cmfi‘;.,‘i::::,i'm

100 North Holliday Street
1 . Baltimore, Maryland
Meeting Agenda - Final 21202

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 1:50 PM Du Burns Council Chamber, 4th floor, City Hall

Work Session: 18-0179

CALL TO ORDER
INTRODUCTIONS
ATTENDANCE

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR VOTING SESSIONS

18-0179 Residential Lease Requirements - Required Disclosures
For the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing
residential leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special
effective date; and generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.

ADJOURNMENT
THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

City of Baitimore Page 1 Printed on 4/12/2018






. . City Council
C|ty Of Baltlmore City Hall, Room 408

100 North Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland

Meeting Agenda - Final 21202

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 1:50 PM Du Burns Council Chamber, 4th floor, City Hall

Work Session: 18-0179

CALL TO ORDER
INTRODUCTIONS
ATTENDANCE

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR VOTING SESSIONS

18-0179 Residential Lease Requirements - Required Disclosures
For the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing
residential leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special
effective date; and generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.

ADJOURNMENT
THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

City of Baltimore Page 1 Printed on 4/12/2018






CltyofBaitimofs

100 North Holliday Street
. . Baltimore, Maryland
Meeting Agenda - Final 21202

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 2:00 PM Du Burns Council Chamber, 4th floor, City Hall

18-0179
Rescheduled from 2-27-18

CALL TO ORDER
INTRODUCTIONS
ATTENDANCE

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

18-01789 Residential Lease Requirements - Required Disclosures
For the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing
residential leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special
effective date; and generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords,

ADJOURNMENT
THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

City of Baltimore Page 1 Printad on 2/27/2018






OFFICE OF COUNCIL SERVICES

LARRY E. GREENE, Director

415 City Hall, 160 N. Holhday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
=10-396-7215 / Fux; 410 545 7596
el tarry. greenc@@baltimoresy gov

CITY OF BALTIMORE

CATHE RINE E PUGH, Mayn:

BILL SYNOPSIS
Committee: Housing and Urban Affairs

Bill CC 18-0179

Ordinance — Residential Lease Requirements - Required Disclosures

Sponsor: Councilmember Burnett, et al
Introduced: January 22, 2018

Purpose:

For the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing residential leases;

clarifying and conforiming related provisions; and generally relating to the regulation of
residential landlords.

Effective: 180 days after enactment

Hearing Date/Time/Location: March 27, 2018 at 2PM in the Council Chambers

Agency Reports
Baltimore Development Corporation Defers to HCD
Department of Housing and Community Development ~ No Objection
Department of Law Favorable
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Analysis
Current Law
Article 13 of the Baltimore City Code regulates the rental of dwelling units in Baltimore.
Background
The market for rental housing in Baltimore City has significantly tighten.ed in recent years
particularly in the low and moderate income markets. Advocates have complained that tenants are

not adequately informed of the legal rights they may have.

CC 18-0179 amends the Baltimore City Code to require that tenants be given a brochure
explaining their rights at the time a lease is signed. Among the Highlights:

1. The brochure must be approved by the Housing Commissioner.
2. The tenant must be informed of available mediation programs.
3. A list of available free and reduced legal representation must be provided in the

brochure.

Note: Although the Law Department Report is Favorable there are comments about the
problematic nature of some language which may need to be changed.

Additional Information

Fiscal Note: Not Available

Information Source(s): Bill File

Analysis by: Richard G. Krummerich ﬁ_\( Direct Inquiries to: 410-396-1266
Analysis Date: 3-23-18
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CITY OF BALTIMORE
CounciL BiLL 18-0179
(First Reader)

Introduced by: Councilmember Burnett, President Young, Councilmembers Dorsey, Scott,
Bullock, Henry, Pinkett, Middleton, Cohen, Stokes, Sneed, Reisinger

Introduced and read first time: January 22, 2018

Assigned to: Housing and Urban Affairs Committee

REFERRED TO THE FOLLOWING AGENCIES: City Solicitor, Baltimore Development Corporation,

Department of Housing and Community Development

A BILL ENTITLED
AN ORDINANCE concerning
Residential Lease Requirements — Required Disclosures
FOR the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing residential
lcases; clarifying and conforming rclated provisions; setting a special effective date; and
generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.
BY repealing and reordaining, with amendments
Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal
Scction(s) 7-3

Baltimore City Code
(Edition 2000)

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the
Laws of Baltimore City read as follows:
Baltimore City Code
Article 13. Housing and Urban Renewal
Division II. Dwellings and Vacant Structures
Subtitle 7. Residential Lease Requirements
§ 7-3. Information required.
(a) In general.
(1) Each residential lease [shall] MUST contain the following information:

(i) the name, residence address, and residence telephone number or the name,

business address, and business telephone number of the owner of the property,
or

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS indicate mattcr added to cxisting law,
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from cxisting law.
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Council Bill 18-0179

(ii) the name, residence address, and residence telephone number or the name,
business address, and business telephone number of an agent of the owner
who is authorized to receive court process on behalf of the owner in
connection with the property.

(2) Any owner who is not customarily present in an office in the meiropolitan Baltimore
area [shall] MUST include in the lease the information required above for an agent
authorized to receive court process on behalf of the owner.

(b} Changes.

(1) Within 10 days of a change in any information required by SUBSECTION (A) OF this
scction to be contained in a lease, the property owner [shall] MUST notify the tenant of
the change.

(2) The notice [shall] MUST be sent to THE tenant by first class mail.

(C) ADDITIONAL REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.

(1) ALONG WITII THE COPY OF THE LEASE REQUIRED TO BE GIVEN TO THE TENANT BY § 7-2
OF THIS SUBTITLE, THE TENANT MUST BE GIVEN A COPY OF A TENANTS RIGHTS
BROCHURE APPROVED BY THE HOUSING COMMISSIONER TIIAT DISCUSSES:

(1) FREE OR REDUCED PRICE LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO TENANTS;

(11) PRE-TRIAL AND DAY OF TRIAL MEDIATION PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO RESOLVE
LANDLORD-TENANT DISPUTES; AND

(1I1) A TENANT’S RIGHT TO KNOW THE AMOUNT OF RENT THAT IS IN ARREARS.

(2) A TENANT MUST ALSO BE GIVEN A COPY OF THE BROCHURE REQUIRED BY PARAGRAPH
(1) OF THIS SUBSECTION AT THE TIME THAT EVICTION PROCEEDINGS ARE COMMENCED
AGAINST THE TENANT.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the catchlines contained in this Ordinance
are not law and may not be considered to have been enacted as a part of this or any prior
Ordinance.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance takes cffect on the 180"
day after the date it is enacted.
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Introduced by: Councilmember Burnett

A BILL ENTITLED

AN ORDINANCE concerning

Residential Lease Requirements — Required Disclosures
FoRr the purpose of requiring that certain disclosures be made to tenants signing residential
leases; clarifying and conforming related provisions; setting a special effective date; and
generally relating to the regulation of residential landlords.
BY repealing and reordaining, with amendments
Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal
Section(s) 7-3

Baltimore City Code
(Edition 2000)

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the
Laws of Baltimore City read as follows:

Baltimore City Code
Article 13. Housing and Urban Renewal
Division II. Dwellings and Vacant Structures
Subtitle 7. Residential Leasc Requirements
§ 7-3. Information required.

(a) In general.
(1) Each residential lease [shall] MUST contain the following information:

(i) the name, residence address, and residence telephone number or the name,

business address, and business telephone number of the owner of the property,
or

(ii) the name, residence address, and residence telephone number or the name,

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS indicate matter added to existing law.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law,

* WARNING: THIS IS AN UNOFFICIAL, INFRODUCTORY COPY OF THE BILL.
THE OFFICIAL COPY CONSIDERED BY THECITY COUNCIL IS THE FIRST READER COPY.
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business address, and business telephone number of an agent of the owner
who is authorized to receive court process on behalf of the owner in
connection with the property.

(2) Any owner who is not customarily present in an office in the metropolitan Baltimore
area [shall] MUST include in the lease the information required above for an agent
authorized to receive court process on behalf of the owner.

(b) Changes.

(1) Within 10 days of a change in any information required by SUBSECTION (A) OF this
section to be contained in a lease, the property owner [shall] MUST notify the tenant of
the change.

(2) The notice [shall] MUST be sent to THE tenant by first class mail.

(C) ADDITIONAL REQUIRED DISCLOSURES .

(1) ALONG WITH THE COPY OF THE LEASE REQUIRED TO BE GIVEN TO THE TENANT BY § 7-2
OF THIS SUBTITLE, THE TENANT MUST BE GIVEN A COPY OF A TENANTS RIGHTS
BROCHURE APPROVED BY THE HOUSING COMMISSIONER THAT DISCUSSES :

(1) FREE OR REDUCED PRICE LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO TENANTS ;

(1) PRE-TRIAL AND DAY OF TRIAL MEDIATION PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO RESOLVE
LANDLORD-TENANT DISPUTES ; AND

(111) A TENANT’S RIGHT TQ KNOW THE AMOUNT OF RENT THAT IS IN ARREARS .

(2) A TENANT MUST ALSO BE GIVEN A COPY OF THE BROCHURE REQUIRED BY PARAGRAPH
(1) OF THIS SUBSECTION AT THE TIME THAT EVICTION PROCEEDINGS ARE COMMENCED
AGAINST THE TENANT .

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the catchlines contained in this Ordinance
are not law and may not be considered to have been enacted as a part of this or any prior
Ordinance.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance takes effect on the 180"
day after the date it is enacted.
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ACTION BY THE CITY COUNC::

JAN 22,9018

FIRST READING (INTRODUCTION)

PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON =1 rull 9

bl - s : :
COMMITTEE REPORT AS OF [ % 0 PP : e 20 ﬁg
e T ¥ PRSI T
FAVORABLE UNFAVORABLE 2( FAVORABLE AS AMENDED _ RECOMMENDATION
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: CONWALFTEE MEMBERS:

SECOND READING: The Council's action being favorable (unfavorabla), this City Councii bill was (was not) ordared printed for,
Third Reading on;

ya APR 30,2018
20

__i Amendments were read andgidopted Ydefeated) as indicated on the copy attachad to this blue backing.

MAY 072018

— Amendments were read and adopted (defeated) as indicated on the copy attachaed to this blus backing:

THIRD READING

THIRD READING (ENROLLED) 20
— Amendments were read and adopted (defeated) as indicated on the copy attached to this blue backing.

THIRD READING (RE-ENROLLED) 20

WITHDRAWAL 20
There being no objections to the request for withdrawal, it was so ordered that this City Council/Ordinanca be withdrawn

from the files of the City Council.

( s
Chlef Clerk

1050-30-2



