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CITY OF BALTIMORE

COUNCIL BILL 19-0138R
(Resolution)

                                                                                                                                                            
Introduced by: Councilmember Middleton, President Young, Councilmembers Henry, Dorsey,

Scott, Bullock, Cohen, Stokes, Sneed, Clarke, Reisinger Pinkett
Introduced and adopted: February 11, 2019                                                                                       

A COUNCIL RESOLUTION CONCERNING

1 Request for State Action – Expanding the State Public Art Mandate

2 FOR the purpose of calling upon the General Assembly to pass and the Governor to sign
3 legislation that expands the current public arts mandate requirement to require public art in
4 any building that receives at least 50% of its construction funds from the State; and requiring
5 local input when local governments, like Baltimore, also assist in providing construction
6 funds. 

7 Recitals

8 Presently, State law provides that buildings fully-financed by the State of Maryland must
9 have public art.  SB12 would broaden this mandate to include even buildings only partially

10 financed by the State.  Broadening the public art mandate would require that public art be
11 installed in a more diverse array of local facilities, including community centers and community
12 colleges.

13 While SB12 is an important step in the right direction, the bill should be amended to require
14 local input regarding public art in instances when the State and local jurisdictions, like Baltimore,
15 jointly fund a construction project.  This would ensure that the public art aligns with community
16 interests and culture. 

17 When done correctly, public art has the opportunity to engage and define a community’s
18 history and culture.  Thus, any expansion of public art funding and placement should be
19 welcomed and supported. 

20 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the
21 Council calling upon the General Assembly to pass and the Governor to sign legislation that
22 expands the current public arts mandate requirement to require public art in any building that
23 receives at least 50% of its construction funds from the State; and requiring local input when
24 local governments, like Baltimore, also assist in providing construction funds. 

25 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Governor, the
26 Honorable Chairs and Members of the Baltimore City House and Senate Delegations to the
27 Maryland General Assembly, the President of the Maryland Senate, the Maryland House
28 Speaker, the Executive Director of the Maryland Association of Counties (MACo), the Mayor,
29 and the Mayor’s Legislative Liaison to the City Council.
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