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The Department of Planning is in receipt of City Council Bill #19-0359, which is for the purpose of
requiring the approval of the Forestry Division of the Department of Recreation and Parks prior to
any tree removal on certain properties within a Baltimore City Open-Space Zoning District; and
providing for a special effective date.

The Department of Planning is in general support of the preservation of tree canopy throughout the
City. In reviewing the specifics of this bill, we recommend the committee further consider a few
topics listed below, in order to better implement this bill’s intent:
e How the approval mechanism by the Forestry Division within the Department of Recreation
and Parks will work. It may be necessary to add this review to the Zoning Code under
Article 32 — Zoning, Title 3;
e The standards under which the impact to the City’s Tree Canopy will be evaluated; and
e Notification to all property owners of Open Space (OS) zoned land so that they will be
aware that this provision applies to them.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Eric Tiso, Division Chief, Land Use and Urban
Design Division at 410-396-8358.
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