[image: ] 



HEARING NOTES

[bookmark: Dropdown5]:  20-0532


Temporary Street Space for Pedestrians and Cyclists

Committee:  Transportation
[bookmark: Dropdown15][bookmark: Dropdown12]Chaired By:   

Hearing Date:  	May 13, 2020
Time (Beginning):	3:00 PM	
Time (Ending):	4:45 PM
Location: 		Webex Virtual Hearing
Total Attendance:	~26

Committee Members in Attendance:
     , Vice Chair	Bullock, John


[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised (taped)or audio-digitally recorded?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Motioned by:	………. Councilmember Bullock
Seconded by	………  Councilmember Pinkett
Final Vote: …………………………………………………………. Favorable


Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)

· Mr. Liam Davis, Department of Transportation
· Ms. Hilary Ruley, Law Department
· Mr. Jon Laria, Ballard Spahr, LLP
· Mr. Jed Weeks, Bikemore
· Mr. Eli Pousson, MPH Student, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
· Mr. Andrew DuPuy, resident
· Mr. Kyle Fritz, 26th Street Green Organization


Major Issues Discussed

1.   Councilmember Ryan Dorsey introduced committee members and read the purpose of the bill.  President Brandon Scott, primary sponsor, provided an explanation for the purpose of the bill.
2.   Agency representatives reported on the bill.
3.   Ms. Hilary Ruley testified on behalf of the Law Department indicating that the City Charter grants power for the City to regulate use of its streets via ordinance.  She also indicated that State of Maryland (Public Local Laws of the State) vehicle laws take precedent over the charters of all political subdivisions and prohibits the making or enforcing of any ordinance or regulation in violation of the Maryland Vehicle laws.  The Transportation Article of the Maryland Code, which makes up the Maryland Vehicle laws, sets forth certain prohibitions to pedestrians walking in roadways and bicycles use of roads.  She also testified that due to the unique state of emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and the bill’s directive that the City’s Department of Transportation provide additional space, it is not clear if the bill is preempted.  The Law Department approved the bill for form and legal sufficiency.
4.   Mr. Liam Davis testified for the Department of Transportation (DOT), which agrees with the spirit of the bill, but contends that the bill, as currently written, may be problematic from an operational perspective.  DOT’s comments are reflected in its agency report.
5.    The committee conducted a general discussion and asked questions about topics including: associated costs; implementation of the bill’s guidelines; maintenance of newly designated areas; traffic calming mechanisms; use of and access to City parks; procurement of equipment and supplies; community support and involvement; comparison of the concept with other local projects and other cities; equitable distribution of newly designated areas; creative traffic and transportation solutions; social distancing and a viable educational campaign.
6.   The chair mentioned organizations that sent communications in support of the bill: 
· Keisha Pollack, Professor, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
· Eli Pousson, MPH Student, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
· Ellen James, Executive Director, Central Baltimore Partnership
· Mr. Phong Le, President, Greater Remington Improvement Association
· Mr. Scott Kashnow, Board President Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance
7. [bookmark: _GoBack] The committee listened to testimony from persons attending the hearing. Councilmember Mary Pat Clarke favored community involvement; Jon Laria stressed the need for equity in designating new space; Jed Weeks emphasized the City’s right to regulate streets; Eli Pousson pointed out the need for access to parks along major roadways and highlighted that the bill was motivated by action taken in New York City; Andre DuPuy stressed the need for more open space; and Kyle Fritz shared information about Baltimore’s 26th Green project. 
8.   A motion was made to recommend the bill favorable.  The motion was approved.
9. The hearing was adjourned. 


Further Study

Was further study requested?					|_| Yes    |_| No
If yes, describe. 
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