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Legislative Oversight - Plan for 2020-2021 School Year

Committee:  
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Hearing Date:  	July 22, 2020
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Location: 		Webex Virtual Hearing 
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Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)

· Dr. Sonja Santelises, Chief Executive Officer, Baltimore City Public Schools
· Ms. Aniya Taylor, student, Baltimore City Public Schools
· Ms. Yashira Morillo, student, Baltimore City Public Schools (Baltimore City College)
· Ms. Diamonte Brown, President, Baltimore Teachers Union
· Ms. Jessica Fauntleroy, Interim Chairperson, Parent Community Advisory Board
· Ms. Linda Chinnia, Chairperson, Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners.
· Adam Bouhmad, Project Wave 
· Pastor Shannon


Major Issues Discussed

1. Councilman Cohen opened the virtual hearing with introductions. He provided a statement about the purpose of the meeting.  He indicated that the committee would discuss the challenges created for Baltimore City Public Schools by the COVID-19 pandemic.

2. President Scott gave remarks thanking school personnel and students for their dedication during the COVID-19 pandemic.  He also commented about the need to address challenges created by COVID-19.

3. Ms. Yashira Morillo spoke about challenges she and her family faced during the pandemic with virtual learning and her job.  She also shared her thoughts about her expectations for the upcoming school year. 

4. Ms. Aniya Taylor spoke about challenges she faced with communicating virtually with the school system during the pandemic, maintaining a connection with school staff, and the need for resources.

5. Dr. Sonja Santelises gave a PowerPoint presentation about Baltimore City Public Schools’(BCPS) plan for reopening schools.  Her presentation is entitled “Baltimore City Public Schools – Education Recovery Planning Update.” She indicated that nationwide there are many resources and reports useful for assessing a recovery plan for City schools.  The proposed first day of school learning will begin on September 8, 2020. The opening of schools would be done in three phases:  Phase I – Fully Remote Learning; Phase II – Hybrid Model; and Phase III – A New Normal. BCPS is communicating with all stakeholders.  The school year will begin virtually after the Labor Day holiday.  City government raised funds to help provide resources for students. The Hybrid Model will be assessed for implementation.  BCPS has also partnered with businesses such as Johns Hopkins to assess safety plans. The pandemic has made child-care a major challenge for families.  Many agencies have admitted an inability to address child-care at the level that it is needed.  

6.  Committee members asked questions about:

a. What support is being provided to teachers and students to adapt to the new settings for learning?   Professional learning opportunities are being provided. The choice of the type of (virtual/hybrid) learning should remain an option.  Teachers who were successful in teaching virtual learning are now sharing those experiences with other teachers.
b. Is there a plan to make up for the loss of learning suffered by students during the Spring?  What arrangements are being made to make sure students are being helped on grade level in the learning process?  BCPS is partnering with college students to serve as tutors. BCPS is also reaching out to other organizations and parents to assist.
c. What supports are being put in place to provide a net of support to students who are struggling socially and emotionally during these times?  Virtual counseling and tele-medicine will be used.  Creativity will be used in developing methods to reach out to students.  Community organizations are partnering with BCPS to reach out to students.  The community-schools’ initiative is very important in reaching out to students and their families.  Emphasis will also be prioritized for targeted groups.  Addressing food insecurity is also important. Baltimore City has is distinguished in developing a cross-agency approach to addressing certain needs.  
d. Has outdoor schooling been considered?  Yes.  BCPS reviewed research of school properties to assess if certain school facility areas could be used for outdoor learning. 
e. How is transportation being handled at this time?  Some students use buses.  A major concern is social distancing on buses. A large percentage of the school population ride buses to school.  Decreased service would present major health and safety challenges for students traveling to school.  Dr. Quinn of Maryland Transportation Authority (MTA) should be invited to address the issue of transporting students to school.
f. What percentage of the day will students be in a virtual learning environment?  BCPS is working on a proposal.  There is a variation.  The goal is to be able to allow time for students to engage with teachers.

7. Ms. Diamonte Brown, representing the Baltimore Teachers Union, spoke about teacher related issues which included: virtual extra- curriculum activities;  child-care; rental evictions; pay increases for essential employees; personal protection guidelines and equipment and related resources; building safety; no criminalization of youth for safety violations; Black male counselors and, psychologists; preparation of the MTA system; electronic and digital resources for students; teachers and support staff; support for custodial staff and other non-teaching staff;, and cultural awareness.

8. Ms. Jessica Fauntleroy, representative for the Parent Community Advisory Board (PCAB), expressed parental concerns regarding equitable consideration for all students. Parent orientation (via town hall) is needed to educate about virtual learning, particularly, expectations, programming and scheduling.  Child-care is a necessity.  Mental health assistance is needed. Access to pre-recorded lessons is also needed.

9. Ms. Linda Chinnia, Chair, Baltimore City Public Schools Board of School Commissioners provided comments in support of BCPS’ efforts.

10. Mr. Adam Bouhmad of Project Wave encouraged the City to release research data regarding municipal broadband services and the digital divide so that his organization can work to help provide access to learning.

11. Pastor Shannon asked Ms. Diamonte Brown how the community could be of service to the teachers’ union.  Ms. Brown responded that teachers need help with advocacy for digital access and input on general teacher issues.

12. The hearing was adjourned.
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