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Peters, Matthew (City Council)

From: Peters, Matthew (City Council)
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:44 PM
To: Reisinger, Edward (City Council); Sneed, Shannon (City Council); Clarke, MaryPat (City 

Council); Costello, Eric (City Council); Dorsey, Ryan (City Council); Middleton, Sharon 
(City Council); Pinkett, Leon2 (City Council); Stokes, Robert (City Council)

Subject: FW: zoning hearing on Bethel Parking lots- sept 16 2020
Attachments: letter to planning commission 9-10-20.docx; A. Cruise.pdf; harrell beauford.jpeg; 

pitrelli.jpg; Karen Harrell statement 9-16-2020.docx; ms margaret and blank form.jpg; 
rodwell voss.jpeg; Stephan Hanley - credibility.jpg; upton druid apts.jpeg; white 
jones.jpeg

 
 

From: Stegman, Matthew  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:43 PM 
To: Peters, Matthew (City Council) <Matthew.Peters@baltimorecity.gov> 
Cc: Ndou, Livhu (BMZA) <Livhu.Ndou@baltimorecity.gov> 
Subject: Fw: zoning hearing on Bethel Parking lots- sept 16 2020 
 
 
 
Matt Stegman 
Deputy Director 
Mayor’s Office of Government Relations 
 
Office: 410-545-1509 
Cell: 410-916-1354 
Fax: 410-396-5136 
matthew.stegman@baltimorecity.gov 
 
Baltimore City Hall 
100 Holliday Street, Suite 250 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

From: Ndou, Livhu (BMZA) <Livhu.Ndou@baltimorecity.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:40 PM 
To: Stegman, Matthew <Matthew.Stegman@baltimorecity.gov> 
Subject: FW: zoning hearing on Bethel Parking lots- sept 16 2020  
  

From: Marti Pitrelli [erasmocha@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:05 PM 
To: Ndou, Livhu (BMZA) 
Subject: zoning hearing on Bethel Parking lots- sept 16 2020 

CAUTION:  This email originated from outside of Baltimore City IT Network Systems.   
Reminder:  DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know that the content is 
safe.  Report any suspicious activities to BCIT.ServiceDesk@baltimorecity.gov  / 410-396-6648. 
please read. 
thank you, 
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marti pitrelli 





 
Karen Harrell <karenmh727@gmail.com> 
To:erasmocha@yahoo.com 
Wed, Sep 16 at 12:53 PM 
My name is Karen Harrell. I live at 1330 Druid Hill Avenue. I am a 
home owner and have been here since 1991. Since I have been here 
there has always been an issue with parking and Bethel. There is no 
respect for the people in this neighborhood. On Sunday and there 
Church events take up all the parking on the front and back leaving us 
no where to park for blocks away for hours. We have put cones so we 
can come home to find your members have tossed them on the side walk 
and park. And what about our trash collection? The truck needs space to 
get up or down the alley. I am a senior I can't be dragging trash cans to 
the end of the alley. I really opposed to what you all are trying to do. So 
I hope for once you all will do what is right for the home owners and 
taxpayers in this neighborhood. Do the Christian thing. 
 



September 16, 2020 
 
Dear Zoning  Committee Members, 
 
 
 
 
I am a resident of the 1300 block of Druid Hill Avenue. We in the 1300 block of Druid Hill 
Avenue, as well as the 500 block of West Lafayette back up directly to the proposed parking lot.  
 
Our houses lie within the boundaries of the Marble Hill Historic District. I served as the 
Architectural Review Chairman for the Marble Hill Historic District. I was appointed by the 
former board of the Marble Hill Community Associtaion. I have since been dismissed by the new 
officers of the Marble Hill Community Association who have close ties to Bethel Ame Church. 
There was no concensus of the board. Since that time I remain involved, attentive and dedicated 
to promote historic preservation in Marble Hill through public transparency, information and 
assistance to developers and homeowners. I administrate the Historic Marble Hill Neighbors fb 
page. I am an active member of the Marble Hill Community Association. 
 
 
I feel compelled to inform this commission that at no time were the residents involved notified or 
otherwise in the gifting of these lots to Bethel Ame Church. As reported in the OIG report of this 
transaction, we residents were completely in the dark about this questionable transaction between 
Bethel Church and the Baltimore BOE.  
 
 
 
We met with the church on one occasion following the sale. Our concerns about trash removal 
and not having vehicular access to the rear of our homes were dismissed. 
 
 
 
For those of you who are not familiar with Marble Hill, the  1300 block of Druid Hill is now the 
gem of Marble Hill. It is arguably the most historic blocks in the Old West Baltimore Historic 
District. It contains  Bethel Church which is on the National Register of Historic Places, Henry 
Highland Garnet Park (which I head the planning and maintenace) the Home of the Freiendless,  
Bishop Paynes house, Harry Sythe Cummings Home, Clarence and Juanita MIthchells home, 
and of courrse The National Register landmark Bethel Ame church.  It is on the Baltimore 
National Heritage Pennsylvania Avenue Heritage Trail.   5 vacant properties have recently been 
converted to single family residences through partnerships with Baltimore city, private 
developers and the Marble Hill community assocition. Properties are selling in the $250-300K 
range, and selling almost instantaneously. Family who want to be part of the history of Marble 
hill are buying the houses. Two properties are yet to be renovated: the Harry Sythe Cummings 
House and the Mitchell house at 1324 DHA.  
 



 
 
We residents submitted surveys to the Marble Hill Community Association. I coordinated that 
effort as the parking lot presentation and survey distributed at the Nov 17th meeting of the 
MHCA was unannounced..I do not  know if evidence can be presented virtually. I have  attached 
the surveys below and will read them during the testimony. These  surveys were submitted to the 
MHCA, but  were never submitted to this commission . We consider the MHCA approval letter 
to be false. 
 
 
 
All 19 homes in the 1300 block responded negatively to the survey for Bethel to have exclusive 
property rights to the space. We stand to be directly affected by the fencing off of this 
community space.  
 
 
 
This space has been enjoyed for many years by the residents. those who live here have trailers in 
their yards, motorcylcles and park their cars here during the week. The community has parties, 
gatherings, wash  our cars. The employees of Upton Druid Apts offices (who provide over 200 
affordable rowhome units in Upton)  at 1316 DHA park their cars in the rear during the week 
only.  
 
Bethel Church enjoys the use of the lots during the Sunday mornings only.  
 
When Bethel holds evangelical events, they obtain permits to use the streets and the lots for 
week up to 10 days.  
 
 
 
The community and Bethel have shared these lots equitably for over 20 years. One reason that 
our houses have appreciated in value so drastically is because of the unobstructed access to the 
rear of our homes. This is a great convenience for contractors that renovated these homes to park 
dumpsters. residents can continue to park in the street in front of their homes even while several 
houses are being renovated on the block.  
 
 
 
We residents maintain the lots through the Bmore Beautiful grant program. we regularly trim 
trees, clear dumped trash, have abandoned cars towed. None of us have ever seen the church 
maintaining the lots. If fact, following the church food giveaway in the spring, the residents 
cleaned up a great deal of trash, boxes, decomposing food, plastic wraps, and pallets the Bethel 
Church left behind. Bethel Church does not maintain these lots.  
 
 
 



Furtermore, the Upton Planning Commission, who is very closely tied to Bethel Church, both 
monitarily and board members, letter of support driectly opposes the wishes of the Druid Hill 
Avenue residents and homeowners.  Upton developers have little or nothing to do with the 
residents of the 1300 block of Druid Hill Avenue. They do not live here or use the lots.  
 
 
 
We stand to be greatly harmed in this decision to fence off the lots for Bethels exclusive use. We 
are not happy that Eric Costello, has  ignored the concerns of the residents of the 1300 block of 
Druid Hill Avenue. He has  sided with Bethel Chruch, bulldozing this issue through the various 
departments in August without informing Marble Hill of any of his actions. We feel 
Councilman’s close affiliation with Bethel Church  on the board of trustees is a conflict of 
interest. 
 
 
 
We have requested the BOE to dissolve the transaction between the church and the city, due to 
illegal actions by Joan Pratt. The OIG has investigated and reported that the city and BOE acted 
in a highly unusual manner by giving these lots to the church.  there was no special ordinance, or 
community input. the lots were not not solicted public in the usual manner. And Joan Pratt 
organized and voted for the BOE to give the lots to the church. The OIG has an open and 
ongoing investigation of this transaction. Therefore, we ask that this planning commission 
decision be postponed until the OIG investigation is complete.  
 
 
In the event that the city does not dissolve the land disposition agreement between the city and 
the Bethel Ame, we demand that the residents access to the lot be added to the deed in a 
community benefits agreement. Furthermore, we ask that  the historic Cummings Elm tree, a rare 
American Elm, in the middle of the lot NOT be destroyed. 
 
The  parking lot needs to  remain open and unobstructed for trash trucks to continue to be able to 
remove trash and  recyclables.  
 
Thank you for your attention to our concerns. 
 
marti pitrelli 
former Archtitectural Review Chairman for Marble Hill Historic District 
Druid Hill Avenue resident 
Member of the Marble Hill Community Association  
Founder and caretaker, Friends of Henry Highland Garnet Park 
Druid Hill Preservation Board, founder 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
















	Email
	A. Cruise
	Karen Harrell statement 9-16-2020
	letter to planning commission 9-10-20
	harrell beauford
	ms margaret and blank form
	pitrelli
	rodwell voss
	Stephan Hanley - credibility
	upton druid apts
	white jones

