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HEARING NOTES
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Restorative Practices

Committee:  
[bookmark: Dropdown15][bookmark: Dropdown12]Chaired By:   

Hearing Date:  	November 12, 2020
[bookmark: Text20]Time (Beginning):	5:00 p.m.	
[bookmark: Text24]Time (Ending):	6:40 p.m.
Location: 		WEBEX Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	~28
Committee Members in Attendance:	
	        			


[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Motioned by:	
Seconded by:	 
Final Vote:	


Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)

· Mr. Wyatt Oroke, 2020 – 2021 Teacher of the Year
· Mr. Matt Hornbeck, Principal, Hampstead Hill Academy
· Ms. Karen Webber, Director, Education and Youth Development, Opens Society Institute Baltimore
· Ms.  Bria Morris, Student, Hampstead Hill Academy
· Mr. Jarral Hutchinson, Student, City Springs Elementary/Middle School
· Ms. Julissa Hutchinson, Student, City Springs Elementary/Middle School
· Mr. John L. Davis, Jr., Interim Chief Academic Officer, Baltimore City Public School
· Dr. Sarah Warren, Baltimore City Public School
· Mr. Akil Hamm, Baltimore City Schools Police Chief


Major Issues Discussed

1. Councilman Cohen opened the virtual hearing with introductions. He provided a statement about the purpose of the meeting.  He indicated that the committee invited a panel of speakers to discuss restorative practices in Baltimore City Public Schools.  The Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners has designated Baltimore as a restorative district.

2. Mr. Matt Hornbeck introduced Ms. Bria Morris, a 7th grader at Hampstead Hill Academy, to give testimony about disciplinary practices at her school.  Ms. Bria Morris provided testimony about the benefits of resolving conflict and helping students share their thoughts about problems and issues.  She supports restorative practices.

3. Ms. Karen Webber testified about her work with restorative practices.  She shared information about how staff and teachers were trained and how implementation of restorative practices helped to reduce suspensions by 44%.  The overall climate of schools improved.  

4. Mr. Jarrell Hutchinson, scholar at City Springs Elementary/Middle School, testified about improvements that were seen when restorative practices were used.  He supports restorative practices.

5. Mr. Julissa Hutchinson, scholar at City Springs Elementary/Middle School, testified how restorative practices help to peacefully resolve conflicts and problems.  Restorative practices help to keep communities safe.  She supports restorative practices.

6. Mr. John Davis thanked Ms. Webber and Open Society Institute for supporting restorative practices.  Restorative practices give students a voice and helps students work things out on their own. He also discussed the pros and cons incur when restorative practices were implemented.

7. Dr. Sarah Warren gave a presentation outlining the history of implementation of restorative practices in Baltimore City schools. She testified that the goal is to help students reach educational goals by creating good learning environments, healthy, connected supports which inspire students to learn. Training, coaching and district-wide support are provided.  BCPS would like to continue implementing restorative practices.

8.  Committee members asked the panel questions and discussed restorative practices.  

9. [bookmark: _GoBack]The hearing was adjourned.




Further Study

Was further study requested?					|_| Yes    |_| No

[bookmark: Text18]If yes, describe.  N/A
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