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HEARING NOTES

[bookmark: Dropdown5]:  21-0002


Briefing – Economic and Community Development Committee
 Roles and Responsibilities

Committee:  
[bookmark: Dropdown12]Chaired By:  

Hearing Date:  	January 26, 2021
[bookmark: Text20]Time (Beginning):	2:00 p.m.	
Time (Ending):	2:50 p.m.
Location: 		Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	~25
Committee Members in Attendance:	
	            


[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Motioned by:	
Seconded by:	 
Final Vote:	



Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)


· Ms. Laurie Feinberg, Planning Department
· Mr. Eric Tiso, Planning Department
· Ms. Elena DiPietro, Law Department
· Ms. Hilary Ruley, Law Department
· Mr. Victor Tervala, Law Department
· Councilmember Eric Costello, Commissioner, Planning Commission
· Mr. Aaron Degraffenreidt, General Counsel, Baltimore City Council





Major Issues Discussed

1. Councilwoman Middleton convened the hearing and made introductions.  She introduced Councilmember Eric Costello as the City Council’s representative on the Planning Commission.
2. Ms. Laurie Feinberg introduced representatives from the Department of Planning.  She provided a document that showed each title of Article 32 – Zoning Code for Baltimore City.  She provided a list of legislative zoning activities for which the Council has authority to put forth proposed ordinances. Those legislative activities include:  major variances; conditional uses; text amendments; educational campus master plans; hospital general development plans; areas of special sign controls and planned unit developments.  She also explained that the Planning Commission meets every 3 weeks, on Thursday, and requires public notice to hold a hearing. She expressed that the Planning Department is willing to meet with councilmembers about zoning activities.
3. Mr. Eric Tiso presented general information about the Land Use and Urban Design Division’s (LUUD) coordination of the pre-planning phase of development.  He also identified individuals that are likely to participate in the process.  He stated that LUUD provides guidance in the pre-development process.
4. Mr. Victor Tervala explained how Baltimore City is the only jurisdiction that crafts its own comprehensive zoning plan.  He discussed comprehensive zoning powers granted to the Council.  He explained the basis and basic procedures for establishing and holding a hearing and approving findings to make changes to the comprehensive zoning plan. 
5. Ms. Hilary Ruley explained that the Economic and Community Development Committee serves as a quasi-judicial body when reviewing zoning changes for specific properties.  She explained legal requirements for hearing proceedings and the process for reviewing standards and approval of findings for zoning changes.  
6. Mr. Aaron Degraffenreidt provided information about the relevance and importance of public hearing testimony and legislative approval.
7. Ms. Elena DiPietro provided information about legal requirements for granting rezonings for specific properties.  She discussed criteria for determining the “substantial change and mistake rules” used to approve rezoning of specific properties.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmembers asked questions about the “substantial change rule” for making map changes; uses in each zoning district; and the Planning Commission hopper and public notice (10 days) deadlines; and the need to have Planning share communications about development in their district.
9. The hearing was adjourned.


Further Study

Was further study requested?					|_| Yes    |_| No

[bookmark: Text18]If yes, describe.  N/A
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Jennifer L. Coates, Committee Staff					Date:  January 29, 2021
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