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CITY OF BALTIMORE
Oromvance 24 . 014
Council Bill 21-0021

Introduced by: Councilmember Stokes, President Mosby, Councilmembers Middleton, Ramos,
Bullock, Cohen, Glover, Torrence

Introduced and read first time: J anuary 11, 2021

Assigned to: Economic and Community Development Committee

Committee Report: Favorable
Council action;
Read second time: March 22, 2021

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING
Late Fees for Past Due Rent

FOR the purpose of requiring a lease to have a provision regarding a 10-day grace period; and

requiring a lease to have provisions regarding
fate-fees;-when landlords may charge tenants r

eceiving public

=8 LU ¥ s

assistance for late fees—tate

gLe ey U AlrCEOTas

BY adding

Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal
Sections 7-3(a-2)

Baltimore City Code

(Edition 2000)

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the
Laws of Baltimore City read as follows:

Baltimore City Code
Article 13. Housing and Urban Renewal
Subtitle 7. Residential Lease Requirements

§ 7-3. Information required.

(A-2) LATE FEES.

(1) “GOVERNMENT BENEFIT” DEFINED.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS indicate matter added to existing law.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates matter added to the bill by amendment,
Btrilte-nut indicates matter stricken from the bill by

amendment or deleted from existing law by amendment.
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Council Bill 21-00621

IN THIS SUBSECTION, “GOVERNMENT BENEFIT”> MEANS:

(I) TEMPORARY CASH ASSISTANCE OR OTHER ASSISTANCE DESCRIBED IN TITLE 5
OF THE STATE HUMAN SERVICES ARTICLE:

(II) SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME;

(1) SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY INCOME;

(IV) UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS;

(V) VETERAN’S ADMINISTRATION BENEFITS;

{V1) SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS; OR

(VII) ASSISTANCE FROM ANY OTHER SIMILAR FEDERAL, STATE, OR CITY
GOVERNMENT BENEFITS PROGRAM.

(2) SCOPE OF SUBSECTION.

THIS SUBSECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO LEASES FOR PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTERED BY
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF BALTIMORE CITY.

(3) @ INGENERAL.
A RESIDENTIAL LEASE SHALL INCLUDE A PROVISION THAT THE LANDLORD MAY NOT
APPLY LATE FEES TO THE RENT UNTIL THE TENANT IS MORE THAN 10 DAYS PAST DUE
WITH THE RENT.

(4) ) ADDITIONAL LATE FEE PROVISIONS.
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Council Bill 21-0021

IN ADDITION, A RESIDENTIAL LEASE THAT INCLUDES A PROVISION PERMITTING A

LANDLORD TO APPLY A PENALTY FOR THE LATE PAYMENT OF RENT MUST INCLUDE A

dir21-0334(4)~3rd/22Mar2] 3
rt§3/21-0021~3rd Readerfarnbrarar e




(7S]

[T B o B8 ) T 8

145

12
13
14

15
16

Council Bill 21-0021

PROVISION THAT PROHIBITS A LANDLORD FROM APPLYING A PENALTY FEE FOR LATE
PAYMENT OF RENT UNTIL:

(I) THE TENANT’S PAYMENT OF THE RENT IS MORE THAN 10 DAYS LATE; OR

(II) THE TENANT HAS RECEIVED THE TENANT’S REGULARLY SCHEDULED
GOVERNMENT BENEFIT DISBURSEMENT IF THE TENANT HAS PREVIOUSLY
PROVIDED THE LANDLORD WITH WRITTEN NOTICE THAT SHOWS THE DAY OF
THE MONTH THE GOVERNMENT BENEFIT IS NORMALLY ISSUED OR MAILED IS
LATER THAN THE DAY ON WHICH THE RENT IS DUE.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the catchlines contained in this Ordinance
are not law and may not be considered to have been enacted as a part of this or any prior
Ordinance.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall only apply

prospectively to new leases and shall have no retroactive effect on leases entered into prior to the
effective date of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance takes effect on the 30® day
after the date it is enacted.
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Council Bill 21-0021

Certified as duly passed this 22 day of March ,20 21

e

President, Baltimore City Council

Certified as duly delivered to His Honor, the Mayor,

this_22 dayof March ,20 21
Chief Clerk
Approved this J1 day of [ fen ,20% |

&/H/’ U e

' Mayor, Baltimore City

Approved for form and legal sufficiency
This 24th Day of March, 2021.

({E%ul O / IQ&J&*

Chief Solicitor
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