
April 21, 2021

The Honorable Brandon Scott
Office of the Mayor
250 City Hall, 100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Mayor Scott,

We are a diverse group of good government, faith, environmental, and community
organizations who have united together to support a new way to fund Baltimore elections. We
are thrilled that you and the City Council created a Fair Elections Fund and program after
voter authorization in 2018. We urge you to honor the legacy that you created by getting the
program off to a strong financial start.

To do so, we encourage you to include an investment of $2.5 million in the FY22 budget to the
Fair Election Fund. You and the Council President should also move quickly to finalize the
Fair Elections Commission, as outlined by the City Charter. Once you do, you will receive
recommendations from the Commission for annual funding. In order to ensure the program is
viable for 2024, it is critically important we finalize the commission and get the program
started with a strong first installment of funding.

Thanks to your support as a Councilmember and Council President, Baltimore City took a
huge step forward for Fair Elections by passing Council Bill 19-0403. Large campaign
contributions, which few Baltimore City residents can afford to make, have too much influence
over who can run for office, what issues make it onto the agenda, and who wins. And these
big donors aren’t reflective of Baltimore families —they’re wealthier, and they are also far less
likely to be women or people of color, and they have starkly different priorities when it comes
to public policies.

https://baltimore.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3994414&GUID=AE392449-874F-43A0-ADDC-A1C4FE47EC8B&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=19-0403
https://www.demos.org/research/big-money-charm-city
https://www.demos.org/research/big-money-charm-city


The role of large donors contributes to an already shrinking faith in government. But small
donor public financing programs have proven effective in Maryland and in DC as a way to
reduce the role of large donors and increase small donor participation.

The Fair Elections program will amplify the voices of Baltimore working families by
encouraging small-dollar donations, and providing matching funds for candidates who abide
by stricter ethics and transparency rules, like not taking giant checks from lobbyists,
corporations, or PACs. By reducing the role of these large donors we can ensure everyone
can have a voice in our elections, regardless of how much money they make.

We are very grateful for your support throughout the legislative process, and urge you to
continue to lead Baltimore forward by getting this program off to a strong fiscal start in the FY
2022 budget.
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https://marylandpirg.org/news/mdp/montgomery-co-public-election-fund-successfully-encourages-and-empowers-small-donors-1
https://wamu.org/story/19/08/09/candidates-taking-on-d-c-incumbents-say-new-public-financing-program-is-a-game-changer/

