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The Office of Sustainability is in receipt of City Council Bill #21-0070R, which is for the
purpose of inviting representatives from the Department of Planning, Department of Public
Works, Department of Recreation and Parks, Office of Sustainability, Department of Housing
and Community Development, Department of Transportation, and the Environmental Control
Board to address their current roles in soil conservation and urban agriculture and servicing
Baltimore City's farmers.

The 2019 Baltimore Sustainability Plan (formally adopted on April 22, 2019) includes
strategies and actions to advance urban agriculture, green infrastructure and nature in the city.
The Urban Agriculture and other chapters of the plan include the following strategies related to
the soil erosion and conservation goals outlined in the resolution:

Urban Agriculture:
Strategy #1: Create agriculture land-use policies that encourage urban farms and local
food production.
Strategy #2: Ensure farmers and gardeners can produce food, flowers, fiber, and fuel in
ways that are safe, environmentally sustainable, and socially responsible—and educate
residents on opportunities to support and engage with them.
Strategy #3: Support growers to create financially viable urban agriculture.

Trees and Forests:
Strategy #1: Plant and establish more trees ensuring equitable planting distribution.
Strategy #2: Assess and manage the city’s tree canopy for long-term health.
Strategy #3: Preserve the city’s existing tree canopy.

Green Infrastructure
Strategy #1: Increase green infrastructure throughout the city.
Strategy #3: Increase awareness of stormwater runoff and the benefits of green
infrastructure.

The Office also oversees the Homegrown Baltimore: Grow Local plan, an ambitious roadmap
for supporting and expanding the production of locally grown food in Baltimore City, as well
as soil safety standards for the city and partnered with Johns Hopkins University to conduct the
Safe Urban Harvests Study - An Assessment of Urban Farms and Community Gardens in

Baltimore City.



https://www.baltimoresustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/HGB-Grow-Local-Final-Cover-1.pdf
https://www.baltimoresustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/CoB-Soil-Safety-Policy.doc
https://clf.jhsph.edu/sites/default/files/2021-06/the-safe-urban-harvests-study-an-assessment-of-urban-farms-and-community-gardens-in-baltimore-city.pdf
https://clf.jhsph.edu/sites/default/files/2021-06/the-safe-urban-harvests-study-an-assessment-of-urban-farms-and-community-gardens-in-baltimore-city.pdf
https://clf.jhsph.edu/sites/default/files/2021-06/the-safe-urban-harvests-study-an-assessment-of-urban-farms-and-community-gardens-in-baltimore-city.pdf

The Office of Sustainability supports City Council Bill #21-0070R and appreciates the
opportunity to explain further our work in this important area.
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Ms. Marcia Collins, DPW
Ms. Elena DiPietro, Law Dept.
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