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A Resolution Entitled
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A Resolution of the Mayor and City Council concerning
Charter Amendment - Department of Finance
For the purpose of transferring the Department of Finance from Mayoral oversight to the Office of the
Comptroller; and submitting this amendment to the qualified voters of the City for adoption or rejection.

By proposing to add

Article IV - Mayor
Sections 9 and 10
Baltimore City Charter
(1996 Edition)

By proposing to amend
Article V - Comptroller
Section 3
Baltimore City Charter
(1996 Edition)

By proposing to add
Article V - Comptroller
New Sections 4 through 20
Baltimore City Charter
(1996 Edition)

By proposing to renumber
Article V - Comptroller
Sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15

to be

New Sections 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 19, 20, 21, and 22, respectfully
Baltimore City Charter
(1996 Edition)

By proposing to amend

Article V - Comptroller
Renumbered Sections 23, 24, and 25
Baltimore City Charter
(1996 Edition)

By proposing to amend

Article VII - Executive Departments
Sections 1(a) and 3
Baltimore City Charter
(1996 Edition)

By proposing to repeal

Article VII - Executive Departments
Sections 5 to 18
Baltimore City Charter
(1996 Edition)

Section 1.  Be it resolved by the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, That Section 5 through 18 of
Article VII of the City Charter are proposed to be repealed.
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Section 2.  Be it resolved by the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, That the City Charter is
proposed to be amended to read as follows:

Baltimore City Charter

Article V.  Comptroller

§ 3.  General duties.

The Comptroller shall:

(a)serve as a member of the Board of Estimates;

(b)serve as a member of the Board of Finance;

[(c)  have such general supervision of the Department of Audits and the activities of the
  City Auditor as provided for in the Charter;]

[(d)  be responsible for the proper conduct, management and operation of the Department
  of Real Estate; and]

(c)exercise supervisory authority over all departments, directors, and municipal
officers provided for under this Article;

(d)establish and abolish bureaus and divisions within any department provided for under this
Article;

(e) assign duties and powers of a department among the bureaus or divisions within that department;

(f)[(e)] subject to the approval of the Board of Estimates, and within the limits of the appropriation
therefor in the Ordinance of Estimates, obtain such insurance as may be necessary for the proper
protection of the City or as may be required by applicable law, and shall, whenever it would be to
the City’s advantage, seek competitive bids for the insurance; and

[(f) be responsible for the proper conduct, management and operation of the Department
of Accounts Payable; and]

(g) perform such other duties, not inconsistent with the office, as prescribed by law.

§ 4.  General provisions: Executive power.

Except as committed to the Mayor and the Board of Estimates, the executive power of the City is vested in
the Comptroller and the departments provided for in this article and the special officers, departments,
commissions and boards that may be created by law.

§ 5.  General provisions: Powers and duties; Contracts.

(a) Powers and duties prescribed by ordinance.

Consistent with the Charter and subject to the supervision of a superior municipal officer, a department
or officer provided for in this article shall perform additional duties and possess additional powers, as
may be prescribed by ordinance.
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(b) Execution of contracts.

All contracts on behalf of a municipal department  established under this Article shall be executed on
behalf of the City by the Mayor, the City Administrator, the Comptroller, or the head of the department.

§ 6.  General provisions: Bureaus and divisions.

(a) Establishment or abolishment.

The Comptroller may establish and abolish bureaus and divisions within any municipal department
established under this Article.

(b) Allocation of powers and duties.

The Comptroller or the head of any department established under this Article may assign duties and
powers of that department among the bureaus or divisions in that department.

§ 7.  Department of Finance - Established.

There is a Department of Finance, the head of which shall be the Director of Finance.

§ 8.  Department of Finance -  Director.

(a) Duties.

The Director of Finance shall supervise and direct the Department.

(b) Qualifications.

The Director shall have substantial experience in financial administration.

(c) Appointment.

The Director of the Department shall be appointed by the Comptroller.

(d) Term.

The term of the Director shall expire at the end of four years or at the end of the Comptroller’s term of
office, whichever first occurs.

(e) Salary.

The Director’s salary shall be set in the Ordinance of Estimates.

§ 9.  Department of Finance - Deputy Director; Employees.

(a) Deputy - Appointment.

The Director shall appoint a Deputy Director of Finance pursuant to this section.

(b) Deputy - As Acting Director.

Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of Director, or whenever the Director shall be
incapacitated or otherwise unavailable for duty for any cause, the Deputy Director, appointed pursuant

City of Baltimore Printed on 7/17/2024Page 4 of 18

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


File #: 24-0503, Version: 0

to this section, shall be the Acting Director.

(c) Other employees.

The Director may appoint such other employees as provided in the Ordinance of Estimates.

§ 10.  Department of Finance - Disbursements related to salary or compensation.

(a) The Department shall have general supervision and charge over all payments and disbursements made
by the City which are related to salary or compensation earned by municipal officers or employees of
the City.

(b) No such payment or disbursement may be made by the City without the approval of the Department.

§ 11.  Department of Finance - Accounting.

(a) In general.

The Department shall:

(1) keep all general accounts of the City;

(2) prepare the City’s financial statements;

(3) maintain an adequate system of accounting that, at all times, reflects the actual financial
condition of the City resulting from:

(i) income accrued;

(ii) liabilities incurred;

(iii) property owned;

(iv) funded obligations;

(v) estimated revenue;

(vi) authorized appropriations; and

(vii) cash received and disbursed; and

(4) maintain complete physical and cost records of all property owned by the City, including
perpetual inventory records itemizing materials and supplies on hand.

(b) Agency oversight.

The Department shall supervise and direct the accounting and bookkeeping of all municipal agencies.
After consulting with the City Auditor, the Director shall install, maintain and prescribe the accounts
and financial records that municipal agencies must keep to assure proper accounting.  The accounting
methods that the Director prescribes and uses shall prevent, where possible, unnecessary and unlawful
expenditures.

(c) Submissions.
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On a monthly basis, the Director shall submit general operating statements to the Board of Estimates
and the Board of Finance.  At least once annually, the Director shall submit to both these boards
financial statements that include total municipal income and expenses and the City’s assets and
liabilities.

§ 12.  Department of Finance - Collections, deposits, withdrawals, etc.

(a) In general.

The Director shall receive, collect, and account for all moneys due the City and deposit these moneys in
depositories selected by the Board of Finance.

(b) Withdrawals.

The Director shall approve the withdrawal of City moneys from the City’s depositories for the purpose
of paying salaries or other compensation earned by municipal officers or employees of the City.

(c) Required signatures for checks.

(1) In general.

Unless otherwise provided by this Charter or City law, all checks of the City made by the City and
related to salary or compensation earned by municipal officers or employees of the City shall be
signed by the Comptroller, and counter-signed by the Mayor, and by a person in the Department of
Finance designated by the Director to sign as disbursing officer; such designation shall be made in
writing by the Director and filed with all banks on which such checks are drawn.  Any signature on
checks of the City may be manual or facsimile.

(2) Form of signature.

Any signature on checks of the City may be manual fascimile.

(d)  Local and state taxes.

(1) Collection of taxes.

In addition to collecting all taxes and assessments levied or made by the City, the Director shall
collect such State taxes and perform such other duties for the State as may be prescribed by law.
The salary provided the Director in the Ordinance of Estimates includes compensation for collecting
State taxes and such other duties as the Director may perform for the State.

(2) Tax bills.

After the levy of the full rate property tax has been made, the Director shall prepare the tax bills and
shall have them ready for payment by the taxpayers on the first day of the fiscal year for which the
levy is made or as soon thereafter as is possible.  To encourage the payment of taxes prior to the date
on which they become in arrears, the Department shall allow such discounts upon payment prior to
such date as may be provided by law.

§ 13.  Department of Finance - Lien records.

(a) Keeping records; Issuing lien certificates.

The Department shall keep a record of all municipal charges and assessments and shall provide for the
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issuance of a lien certificate stating whether any and what municipal charges or assessments exist
against any particular property.  The Department shall make such charge for the issuance of a lien
certificate as may be fixed by the Board of Estimates.

(b) Contents of certificates.

A lien certificate shall show all charges and assessments of every character due the City, including:

(1) State and City taxes;

(2) water and sewerage connections;

(3) water and sewer billings;

(4) street benefit assessments;

(5) minor privilege charges;

(6) street, alley and footway paving charges; and

(7) nuisance abatements.

(c) Charges constitute liens.

Until paid, all charges and assessments shall be liens against the property named in the lien certificate;
provided that no then existing charge shall be a lien against a property after the issuance of a lien
certificate for that property unless that charge is shown on the lien certificate.

(d) Tax lien records.

The Department shall maintain at all times tax lien records that record tax liens and all other City liens.
The tax lien records shall show the location of the property, the character of the liens against the
property, and the amount of the liens as of the date of recording.  After a lien shall have been recorded
in the tax lien records, it shall remain a lien until paid and no statute of limitations shall operate as a bar
to the collection of the lien.

§ 14.  Department of Finance - Notices of lien.

The Director shall provide notice of a lien to a property owner as provided by law.

§ 15.  Department of Finance - Distraint or levy for taxes.

(a) Good or chattels - Notice of proposed sale.

(1) In general.

Whenever the Director shall distrain or levy upon any goods or chattels in Baltimore City for
nonpayment of any State or City taxes due by the owner thereof, before making sale of property so
distrained or levied upon, the Director shall give notice as required by law.

(2) Frequency of notice.

(i) Prior to the day of sale notice by advertisement shall be published twice a week for one week
in two of the daily newspapers published in the City.

City of Baltimore Printed on 7/17/2024Page 7 of 18

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


File #: 24-0503, Version: 0

(ii) On the day of sale, notice by advertisement shall be published in two of the daily newspapers
published in the City.

(3) Contents of notice.

Notice required under this subsection shall state that:

(i) the Director will sell for cash, at public auction, to the highest bidder, on the day and at the
time and place mentioned in the advertisement, the property therein specified; unless

(ii) on or before the day of sale the entire amount of taxes for which such distraint or levy shall
have been made, with interest thereon, and costs of making the levy and advertisement, shall
be paid.

(b) Goods or chattels - Application of proceeds.

Whenever the Director shall sell any goods or chattels levied or distrained upon for State or City taxes,
in Baltimore City, after due advertisement as required in the preceding paragraph, the Director shall
retain out of the proceeds of sale the amount of taxes due from the delinquent, for which the levy or
distraint shall have been made, with interest thereon, and all costs incurred in making the sale, and shall
pay over the surplus, if any, to the owner of the property so levied upon and sold.

(c) Other sales.

All other sales of real or personal property or interests therein for nonpayment of taxes or other charges
shall be conducted by such persons and in such manner as may be prescribed by law.

§ 16.  Department of Finance - Taxes as personal debt and lien.

All taxes and charges in the nature of taxes shall be the personal debt of the person against whom they are
charged and recoverable as such, and shall also become a lien against the property assessed in the manner
and to the extent provided by law.

§ 17.  Department of Finance - Purchasing.

(a) Central purchasing system.

The City shall have a centralized purchasing system and the Department of Finance and all other
municipal agencies shall cooperate fully to obtain the maximum benefits from this system.

(b) Department to procure or approve procurement; Competitive bidding.

(1) Procurement.

The Department shall procure by purchase, lease, or other acquisition, or shall approve the
procurement of all materials, supplies, and equipment, and all services, other than professional
services, that municipal agencies use.

(2) Competitive bidding.

To the fullest practicable extent the Department shall ensure that competitive bidding is used and
competitive prices are obtained in purchasing these materials, supplies, equipment and services.
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(c) Standards; Rules and regulations.

(1) Standards.

Subject to the approval of the Board of Estimates, the Department shall adopt standards that
prescribe when, the manner and form in which, municipal agencies will submit estimates of their
procurement needs, make requisitions, and enter into contracts.

(2) Rules and regulations.

In cooperation with the using agencies, the Department shall adopt rules and regulations for
materials, supplies, equipment, and services required by the using agencies.

(d) Responsibility for storing, distributing, etc.

Unless special exception is made by resolution of the Board of Estimates, the Department shall be
responsible for disposing of and reclaiming materials, supplies, and equipment purchased for municipal
agencies.

(e) Exceptions.

(1) Public works.

Unless otherwise provided by the Board of Estimates, nothing in this section shall be construed to
apply to public works done under contract, to records and briefs printed for the Department of Law,
or to professional services.

(2) Accounts payable.

Matters of payments and disbursements related to procurement shall be managed by the Department
of Accounts Payable in accordance with Article V, § 13 {“Department of Accounts Payable -
General powers and duties.”}.

(f) Board of Estimates to settle agency disputes.

In the event of a disagreement between departments, the Board of Estimates shall determine whether a
proposed procurement is for public works, materials, supplies, equipment, services, or professional
services.

§ 18.  Department of Finance - Registrar of debt; Custodian of funds and
    securities; Keeper of Seal.

(a) Registrar of debt; Custodian of funds and securities.

The Director shall be the registrar of the public debt and responsible for all moneys and securities
belonging to the City, including the actuarial retirement systems.  The Director shall provide for the
safekeeping and transfer of stocks, bonds, and securities owned or held by the City or any agency
thereof provided that the designation of depository institutions shall be as set forth in Article VII, § 21
(b) {“Board of Finance: Powers and Duties”}.

To help the Director discharge the Director’s duties as custodian of the moneys and securities of the
actuarial retirement systems of the City, the administrators of those systems shall provide the Director
with the financial information and assurances that the Director may request.  The Director, acting under
the supervision of the Board of Estimates, may contract with banks or trust companies that have
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appropriate Charter authority to be custodians of cash and securities of the retirement systems. The
Director shall have no personal liability for the performance, lack of performance, misfeasance, or
malfeasance of a bank or trust company so selected.

(b) Securities; Advancements.

The Director shall perform such duties relating to the stocks, bonds, and other evidences of
indebtedness or securities issued by the City as may be directed by the Board of Finance.  In exercising
powers as the custodian of the moneys of the City, the Director may advance funds in the Director’s
custody for the discharge of obligations incurred in connection with projects for which bond issues of
the City have been approved and moneys therefor appropriated prior to the issuance of the bonds,
provided that repayment of any advances shall be made out of the proceeds of sale of the bond issue
concerned.

(c) Keeper of City Seal.

The Director or the Director’s delegate, designated in writing by the Director, shall have charge of the
corporate seal of the City and shall use it in all cases where the use of the seal is required by federal or
State laws, ordinances, or the uses and customs of nations.  The Director or the Director’s delegate,
designated in writing by the Director, shall charge a fee as may be fixed from time to time by the Board
of Estimates for each impression of the seal, except such as shall be affixed to or impressed upon
documents for the City.

§ 19. [§ 12.]  Department of Accounts Payable- Established.

(a) In general.

There shall be a Department of Accounts Payable, the head of which shall be the Director of the
Department, who shall be appointed by the Comptroller.

(b) Staff.

The Director shall appoint such employees as may be provided in the Ordinance of Estimates.

§ 20. [§ 13.]  Department of Accounts Payable - General powers and duties.

[Except as otherwise provided in Article VII, § 10 {“Department of Finance: Disbursements related to
salary or compensation.”}:]

[(1) the Department of Accounts Payable shall have general supervision and charge over all
 payments and disbursements made by the City; and]

[(2) no payment or disbursement may be made by the City without the approval of the
 Department.]

The Department of Accounts Payable shall have general supervision and charge over all payments and
disbursements made by the City.  No payment or disbursement may be made by the City without the
approval of the Department of Accounts Payable.

§ 21. [§ 14.]  Department of Accounts Payable - Withdrawals; Signatures for checks.

(a) Withdrawals.

The Director shall approve the withdrawal of City moneys from their depositories.
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(b) Required signatures for checks.

(1) In general.

Except as provided for in [Article VII, § 12] Article V, § 14 {“Department of Finance: Collections,
deposits, withdrawals, etc.”}, and unless otherwise provided by law, all checks of the City issued by
or for the Department of Accounts Payable shall be signed by the Comptroller or Director and
counter-signed by the Mayor.

(2) Form of signature.

Any signature on checks of the City may be manual or facsimile.

§ 22. [§ 15.]  Department of Accounts Payable - Reporting.

The Comptroller and the Director of the Department shall deliver all information related to the operation of
the Department to the Director of the Department of Finance, at the frequency and in the format required by
the Director of Finance, to enable the Director of Finance to perform his or her duties as provided for in
[Article VII] Article V.

§ 23. [§ 4.]  Department of Real Estate - Established.

There shall be a Department of Real Estate, the head of which shall be the
Comptroller.

For the conduct of the Department, the Comptroller shall appoint a Real Estate Officer
and such assistants and employees as may be provided for in the Ordinance of
Estimates.

§ 24. [§ 5.]  Department of Real Estate - Duties.

The Department of Real Estate shall have the following responsibilities in all matters relating to the
acquisition, sale, lease, exchange or other disposition of real property of the City; provided, however, that
nothing in this section shall affect the exercise by the City by ordinance of the powers granted to it in
subsection (15) of Article II, or by the Mayor of the powers provided by Section 4(c) of Article IV relating
to economic development:

(a) Negotiation of acquisitions.

Subject to any limitation on this power elsewhere in the Charter, any purchase (other than by
condemnation) of real property or an interest therein by the City shall (unless and to the extent
otherwise provided by the Board of Estimates) be negotiated and made on its behalf by the Department
of Real Estate in such a manner as the Board of Estimates shall from time to time authorize and instruct.

(b) Disposition of City Property.

The Department shall (unless and to the extent otherwise provided by the Board of Estimates) arrange
for the disposition of any building or parcel of land (or any other real property) no longer needed by the
City for public use.

Any such disposition shall be authorized by ordinance, shall be approved by the Board of Estimates
with the approval entered in its minutes, and shall be made at public sale unless a private sale or other
manner of disposition shall be expressly authorized by the Board of Estimates and entered in its
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minutes.  The instrument of conveyance of any building or parcel of land (or any other real property)
whose disposition has been so authorized and approved shall be executed on behalf of the City by the
Comptroller or Deputy Comptroller and attested to by the [Director of Finance or the Deputy Director
of Finance] City Administrator or the Deputy City Administrator.

(c) Leasing City property.

The Department is authorized to lease any building or parcel of land (or any other real property) not
needed by the City for public purposes on a month to month basis, unless otherwise provided by
ordinance.  It is also authorized to lease such property for fixed terms provided such leases are first
approved by the Board of Estimates.

(d) Inventory of City property.

The Comptroller, working in conjunction with the heads of other affected municipal agencies, shall
maintain a public inventory of the City’s properties.

§ 25. [§ 6.]  Real Property Account.

Except as may be otherwise provided by ordinance with regard to the exercise by the City of the powers
granted to it in subsection (15) and subsection (15A) of Article II, the Comptroller shall cause to be credited
to an account to be known as the “Mayor and City Council Real Property Account”, the proceeds from the
sale by the City of any real or leasehold property or interest therein.

Moneys received from such sales shall be appropriated in the Ordinance of Estimates only for the purchase
of land, and the purchase or construction of buildings, and other construction work and projects, and to
carry out the industrial and economic development powers vested in the Mayor and City Council of
Baltimore by the provisions of subsection (15A) of Article II, it being the intent of this provision to limit the
use of such moneys to the purposes specifically mentioned in this section, and otherwise to prohibit their
use for current expenses of the City.

The annual Ordinance of Estimates shall include the appropriations which are proposed to be charged to the
“Mayor and City Council Real Property Account”, and the state of the account, with the particulars as to
sources of receipts, shall be reported by the Comptroller annually to the City Council.

§ 26. [§ 7.]  Department of Audits - Established.

(a) Establishment; City Auditor.

There shall be a Department of Audits, the head of which shall be the City Auditor.

The City Auditor shall be a certified public accountant who is licensed by the State of Maryland, shall
be appointed by the Comptroller in accordance with the provisions of the Charter relating to the Civil
Service, and shall hold office in accordance with these provisions.

(b) Staff; Budget.

The City Auditor shall appoint such employees as may be provided in the Ordinance of Estimates.

Sufficient funds shall be included in the Ordinance of Estimates for the Department of Audits to enable
the City Auditor to perform the duties prescribed herein.

§ 27. [§ 8.]  Department of Audits - General powers and duties.
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(a) In general.

In accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards and State and federal law, the
City Auditor:

(1) shall at appropriate intervals conduct an audit of the financial transactions of every municipal
agency, except the Department of Audits;

(2) shall conduct an annual audit of all accounts, revenues, and receipts of the City;

(3) shall conduct biennial audits of principal agencies, as provided in § 11 of this article;

(4) may audit the expenditure of City-granted funds by any public or private agency that receives
such funds;

(5) may audit City contracts, grants, subgrants and other agreements as required by the terms and
conditions of these instruments and, when the contracts, grants, subgrants and other agreements
require that audits be conducted by other auditors, review such audits; and

(6) shall make such other audits as the Comptroller or the Board of Estimates may request, provided
that those requested audits do not, in the judgment of the City Auditor, unduly hinder the
performance of regular audits.

(b) Subpoena.

(1) To perform the duties of his or her office, the City Auditor may issue a subpoena to any municipal
officer, municipal employee, or any other person receiving City funds to require the production of
any information, document, report, record, account, or other material.

(2) The City Auditor may enforce any subpoena issued pursuant to this subsection in any court of
competent jurisdiction.

(c) Reports.

The City Auditor shall make reports of all such audits to the Comptroller and, at the same time, to each
of the other members of the Board of Estimates.

§ 28. [§ 9.]  Department of Audits - Comprehensive annual financial report.

(a) Audit of report.

The City Auditor, under the supervision of the Comptroller, shall audit the annual comprehensive
[annual] financial report of the City, prepared by the Director of Finance.  This report shall be a public
document.

(b) Access to records.

To carry out the Auditor’s duties, the Auditor shall have access at all times to the financial records of all
municipal agencies and the relevant financial records of contractors with, and grantees of, the City.

§ 29. [§ 10.]  Department of Audits - Independent auditors.

(a) Required engagement.
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The Board of Estimates, at appropriate intervals, shall engage an independent firm of certified public
accountants to audit:

(1) the financial transactions of the Department of Audits; and

(2) the comprehensive annual financial report of the City.

(b) Permissive engagement.

The Board of Estimates may engage an independent firm of certified public accountants to audit the
financial transactions of any municipal agency and to examine the fiscal procedures, records, accounts,
and methods of any municipal agency, including the Department of Audits.

(c) Reports.

The independent firm of certified public accountants shall make reports of its audits, examinations, and
recommendations to the Board of Estimates.

§ 30. [§ 11.]  Department of Audits - Biennial audits of principal agencies.

(a) Definitions.

(1)  In general.

In this section, the following terms have the meanings indicated.

(2) Audit.

(i) “Audit” means an audit undertaken in accordance with generally accepted government auditing
standards and federal and state law.

(ii) “Audit” includes both:

(A) a financial audit of a principal agency’s financial transactions, including all revenues and
receipts; and

(B) a performance audit that assesses a principal agency’s practices to determine whether the
agency is operating economically and efficiently and whether corrective actions for
improving its performance are appropriate.

(3) Principal agency.

“Principal agency” means any of the following executive departments:

(i) Group A -

1. Department of Finance.

2. Department of Public Works.

3. Fire Department.

4. Department of Housing and Community Development.
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5. Department of General Services.

6. Baltimore Development Corporation.

7. Mayor’s Office of Information Technology (or successor entity to this Office).

8. Mayor’s Office of Human Services (or successor entity to this Office).

(ii) Group B -

1. Department of Law.

2. Department of Human Resources.

3. Department of Transportation.

4. Police Department.

5. Department of Recreation and Parks.

6. Department of Planning.

7. Department of Health.
8. Mayor’s Office of Employment Development (or successor entity to this Office).

(b)  Biennial audit required.

(1) In general.

At least twice during every 4-year term of the Mayor and City Council, the City Auditor shall
conduct an audit of each principal agency’s operations for the preceding 2 fiscal years.

(2) Staggered schedule.

These audits shall be staggered so that:

(i) audits of the principal agencies listed in subsection (a)(3)(i) as “Group A” are initiated in odd
-numbered calendar years; and

(ii) audits of the principal agencies listed in subsection (a)(3)(ii) as “Group B” are initiated in
even-numbered calendar years.

(c) Costs of audit.

In each fiscal year preceding the fiscal year in which audits are to be conducted under this section, the
Comptroller shall include the costs of those audits in the estimates that the Comptroller submits for the
next year’s Ordinance of Estimates.

(d) Status of prior recommendations.

(1) In general.

Each report of an agency audit conducted under this section shall include an ancillary report on the
status of all recommendations for executive action that resulted from that agency’s immediately
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preceding audit under this section.

(2) Content of report.

The ancillary report shall:

(i) designate each recommendation’s status either as “implemented”, “partially implemented”,
or “not implemented”; and

(ii) provide justification for the status designation assigned.

(e) Publication of reports.

Reports of all audits conducted under this section shall be:

(1) posted on a public website maintained by the City Comptroller;

(2) filed with the Department of Legislative Reference;

(3) submitted to the principal agency audited; and
(4)  submitted to each member of:

(i) the Board of Estimates;

(ii) the City Council; and

(iii) the Biennial Audits Oversight Commission.

(f) Biennial Audits Oversight Commission.

(1) Commission established.

There is a Biennial Audits Oversight Commission.

(2) Composition.

The Commission comprises the following 7 members:

(i) the Director of Finance;

(ii) the Inspector General;

(iii) the Comptroller;

(iv) the City Council President; and

(v) 3 members of the City Council, appointed by the City Council President.

(3) Officers.

(i) The City Council President shall designate 1 of the members to serve as Chair of the
Commission.

(ii) The members of the Commission, by majority vote, may elect any other officers that they
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consider necessary or appropriate.

(4) Meetings; voting.

(i) The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chair as frequently as required to perform its
duties.

(ii) 4 members of the Commission constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

(iii) An affirmative vote of at least 4 members is needed for any official action.

(5) Procedures.

The Commission may adopt rules of procedure to govern its meetings and operations.

(6) Powers and duties.

The Commission:

(i) shall provide guidance and advice to the City Auditor in determining the scope of a principal
agency’s performance audit;

(ii) shall hold at least 2 publicly advertised meetings a year, at which meetings the City Auditor
shall appear and report on the status of the audits and recommendations under this section;
and

(iii) for good cause shown by a principal agency, may waive the requirement for a financial audit
to be conducted under this section.

Article IV.  Mayor

§ 9.  Budget preparation.

The Mayor shall prepare the preliminary operating budget for the consideration of the Board of Estimates,
shall make reports and recommendations on the capital budget and capital improvement program, and shall
otherwise participate in the making of the proposed Ordinance of Estimates.

§ 10.  Budget administration.

The Mayor shall implement the Ordinance of Estimates.

Article VII.  Executive Departments

§ 1.  General provisions: Executive power; Rules and regulations.

(a) Executive power of City.

Except as committed to the Board of Estimates and the Comptroller, the executive power of the City is
vested in the Mayor, the City Administrator, the departments, commissions and boards provided for in
this article and the special officers, departments, commissions and boards that may be created by law.

§ 3.  General provisions: Bureaus and divisions.
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(a) Establishment or abolishment.

(1) [With the approval of the Board of Estimates, the] The City Administrator may establish and abolish
bureaus and divisions within [that] any municipal department, commission, or board, except as
otherwise provided for under this Article or Article V {“Comptroller”}.

(2) Bureaus in the Department of Public Works shall be established or abolished from time to time by
an ordinance which shall have been recommended to the City Council by the Board of Estimates
and shall have been duly passed by the City Council by a majority vote of its members and shall
have been approved by the Mayor.

(b) Allocation of powers and duties.

[Subject to the authority of the Board of Estimates, the] The City Administrator, or the head of any
department, commission, or board may assign among the bureaus or divisions in that department,
commission, or board, duties and powers of that department, commission, or board.  A board or
commission may act under this subsection only by the majority vote of its membership.

Section 3.  And be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment to the City Charter be submitted to
the legal and qualified voters of Baltimore City, for adoption or rejection, in accordance with Article XI-A, § 5
of the Maryland Constitution, in the form specified by the City Solicitor.
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