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Introductory*

City of Baltimore
Council Bill

Introduced by: Councilmember Ramos

A Bill Entitled
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An Ordinance concerning
Short-Term Rental Assistance Program
For the purpose of establishing the Short-Term Rental Assistance Program; delivering short-term rental

assistance to families experiencing housing emergencies; creating a maximum amount of rental assistance
paid to any 1 family per month; creating a maximum duration that any 1 family may receive rental
assistance under the Program; establishing eligibility requirements for the Program; requiring the
Department of Housing and Community Development to adopt rules and regulations to administer the
Program; establishing admission standards for the Program; providing for an appeals process in case of an
application denial; defining certain terms; and providing for a special effective date.

By adding

Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal
Sections 6C-1 through 6C-8, to be under the new subtitle

“Subtitle 6C. Short-Term Rental Assistance Program”
Baltimore City Code
(Edition 2000)

Section 1.  Be it ordained by the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, That the Laws of Baltimore
City read as follows:

Baltimore City Code

Article 13.  Housing and Urban Renewal

Subtitle 6C.  Short-Term Rental Assistance Program

§ 6C-1. Definitions.

(a) In general.

In this subtitle, the following terms have the meanings indicated.
(b) Applicant.

“Applicant” means a family who submits a program application to the Department.

(c) Commissioner.

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of the Department of Housing and Community Development
or the Commissioner’s designee.

(d) Department.

“Department” means the Department of Housing and Community Development.

(e) Family.

“Family” means 1 or more individuals who reside together as a household.

(f) Housing emergency.

“Housing emergency” means a situation where:

(1) a family is experiencing homelessness;
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(2) a family is participating in a violence reduction program, as designated by the Department;

(3) a family is participating in a job training or job placement program, as designated by the
Department;

(4) a family is required to vacate a rental dwelling under § 5-17 {“Vacating premises”} of this
Article;

(5) a family is a victim of mortgage foreclosure or tax sale foreclosure; or

(6) the Department determines a family is experiencing a crisis where access to stable housing is
essential to removing the family from the state of crisis.

(g) Program.

“Program” means the Baltimore City Short-Term Rental Assistance Program established by this subtitle.

(h) Rental assistance.

“Rental assistance” is a payment made by the Program toward the rental payment obligation of a family
experiencing a housing emergency.

§ 6C-2.   Program established.

(a) In general.

There is a Short-Term Rental Assistance Program in Baltimore City.

(b) Purpose.

The purpose of the Program is to provide rental assistance to families experiencing a housing
emergency.

(c) Administration.

The Program shall be administered by the Department.

§ 6C-3. Rules and regulations.

(a) In general.

Subject to the requirements in this section and subject to Title 4 {“Administrative Procedure Act -
Regulations”} of the City General Provisions Article, the Department shall adopt rules and regulations
to carry out the provisions of this subtitle.

(b) Hearing period.

In addition to the requirements set forth in the Title 4 {“Administrative Procedure Act -  Regulations”}
of the City General Provisions Article, the Department  must hold a public hearing prior to:

(1) adopting any rules and regulations required by this subtitle; or

(2) amending or repealing any rules and regulations adopted under this subtitle.
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§ 6C-4. Program eligibility.

(a)  Application required.

A family, or an agent of the family specifically authorized in writing, may seek participation in the
Program by submitting an application to the Department in the form the Department requires.

(b)  Eligibility.

A family is eligible to participate in the Program if the family:

(1) resides in Baltimore City at the time of application; and

(2) is experiencing a housing emergency.
§ 6C-5. Program admission.

(a)  In general.

Subject to the provisions of this section, eligible families shall be admitted into the Program.

(b) Funding availability.

Admission into the Program is subject to the availability of funds and is not an entitlement.

§ 6C-6. Rental assistance payment.

(a) Amount.

(1) Rental assistance to any 1 family may not exceed $1,500 per month.

(2) Rental assistance to any 1 family may change over time:

(i) in relation to a family’s gross income; or

(ii) as otherwise deemed appropriate by the Department.

(b) Duration.

Rental assistance to any 1 family  may not extend beyond 12 months.

(c) Manner of payment.

Rental assistance given under this section shall be given directly to the landlord on behalf of the family.

(d) Audits.

The Department shall conduct audits at least every 4 months to ensure that families receiving rental
assistance remain eligible for the Program.

§ 6C-7. Denial of participation in the Program by the Department.

(a) In general.

The Department may deny an application to the Program if the Department finds that the applicant:
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(1) failed to supply the information to the Department required by this subtitle or the rules and
regulations adopted under this subtitle;

(2) does not reside in Baltimore City at the time of application; or

(3) is not experiencing a housing emergency.
(b) Written notice of denial.

If the Department denies an application, the Department must provide the applicant with a written
notice of the denial, including reasons for the denial, within 15 business days of the denial.

(c) Appeal.

(1) In general.

The applicant may appeal the Department’s denial to the Commissioner of the Department.

(2) Format of appeal.

In appealing the Department’s denial, the applicant must:

(i) submit the appeal in writing to the Department within 15 business days of receipt of the
Department’s written denial; and

(ii) state the reasons why the Department should have accepted the application.

(3) Decision.

The Department must issue a written decision within 15 business days of receipt of the applicant’s
appeal.

§ 6C-8. Annual report.

Not later than September 1 of each year, the Department must submit an annual report to the Mayor and
City Council for the previous fiscal year detailing:

(1) the performance of the Program;

(2) the number of applicants accepted into the Program;

(3) the number of families receiving rental assistance;

(4) the total amount of rental assistance received by each family;

(5) the number of payments of rental assistance to each family; and

(6) any other information deemed appropriate by the Commissioner, or otherwise requested by the
Mayor or the City Council.

Section 2.  And be it further ordained, That this Ordinance takes effect on January 1, 2023.
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